


President’s Report 
Greg Stevens, ASLA 
Senior Planner, Fox Valley Park District 
 
This past year has certainly had its challenges and many of us have had to redefine ourselves and our 
work during this economic slowdown.  But despite one of the other worst economic downturns in recent 
history, landscape architecture survives and even thrives in many cases.  The present economy is only one 
point in time, but the ideals and principals of landscape architecture are a constant.  As we move through 
this economy we celebrate our accomplishments of the year and look to the future with a renewed sense 
of commitment to our profession.  In 2009, Illinois landscape architects and ILASLA have accomplished 
some great things - many of which deserve special note.   
 
First, during Chicago’s year-long Burnham Plan Centennial celebration, it was fitting that ILASLA and 
Chicago hosted one of the most successful and significant ASLA Annual Meetings in history.  Drawing 
5,100 attendees from the U.S. and abroad, ILASLA hosted this four-day annual meeting together with one 
of the largest expositions in ASLA history.  The success of the annual meeting could not have been 
possible if not for the incredible volunteer effort from the Illinois Chapter members who helped plan 
many aspects of the meeting including over 120 educational and field sessions.  Those who were 
fortunate enough to attend the meeting returned home with a renewed sense of what Illinois and the City 
of Chicago offer in cultural, architectural, and natural environments, and how landscape architecture 
remains at the center of Chicago’s best planning and design – a showcase of the excellence in creative 
design and insightful planning exhibited by our membership.   
 
Second, the annual chapter awards ceremony hosted at the Hyatt Regency Chicago represented the 
greatest number of honors presented in our chapter’s history.  Juried by the Prairie Gateway Chapter, the 
2009 ILASLA awards competition recognized 23 projects in five diverse categories.  Two uniquely 
Chicago award categories - the Burnham Award and the Jensen Award - were added to our awards 
exemplifying the ideals and values of Daniel Burnham and Jens Jensen.   
 
This year also saw the greatest number of Illinois chapter members inducted into the Council of Fellows.   
Four new members; including  Paul Gobster, PhD, Theresa Guen-Murray, Scott Mehaffey and James 
Patchett, join twenty-three other Illinois landscape architects, dating back to 1960, who have received this 
honor. 
 
Last, but certainly not least in significance, is the greater professional recognition landscape architects 
will now enjoy under Illinois law.  After nearly six years of tireless effort, 2009 saw a significant upgrade 
in our landscape architectural license law.  As of August 2009, landscape architects in the State of Illinois 
are designated as design professionals alongside architects, engineers and surveyors.  We will now be 
licensed instead of registered; our drawings, plans, specifications and reports will require a seal; and as 
licensed professionals, both professional liability insurance and continuing education will become 
mandatory as the new rules are established in the coming year.  This significant change in the law 
elevates the profession and will benefit Illinois landscape architects for years to come.  Many thanks must 
be given to our Chapter members whose dedication, in no small measure, helped to push this law through.   
 
As I reflect on the challenges and accomplishments of 2009, I see that our profession is still here; we are 
strong and getting stronger.  We in Illinois hold true to ASLA’s mission of being leaders, educators and 
participant in the careful stewardship, wise planning and artful design or our cultural and natural 
environments.  And through our continued professionalism, we truly feel the future is filled with hope and 
promise.   
 
 



President-Elect’s Report 
Amy Olson, ASLA 
 
The President-Elect guides the Awards Committee, serves as the Executive Committee liaison to the 
ILASLA Marketing Committee, and assists the Chapter President in Chapter activities.  Amy Olson, 
ASLA, current President-Elect, is working with Chapter President Greg Stevens, ASLA, in the Chapter’s 
outreach and networking efforts to further relations between ILASLA and allied professional 
organizations.   
  
Awards Committee 
The 2009 Awards Program was very successful with the number of submittals and awards being the 
highest they have been in years.  Susan Sevcik, ASLA chaired the Awards Committee, which organizes all 
aspects of the Illinois Chapter Awards Program.  Committee members included: Esther Choy, Nikolas 
Davis, Tricia LoDestro, Colleen Phillips, Emily Placke, and Steven Swenson.  
 
Work began for the Awards Committee in early spring with the announcement of the Call for Entries in 
which there were several new additions to the Professional Award categories.  The new categories 
included:  Memorial, Recreational and Open Space, Classic Landscapes, Jensen, Burnham, and 
Environmental Stewardship.  After the awards entries were submitted in late July, the Awards Committee 
compiled and prepared the 42 submittals for the jury review by our neighboring ASLA Prairie Gateway 
Chapter in Kansas City, Missouri.  The jury review took place on August 12th and 13th and Emily Placke 
served as the attending ILASLA representative.  Award winners were notified in late August and award 
information was coordinated with the External Communications Committee to generate press releases and 
the development of our annual yearbook, Folio. 
 
The Annual Awards Ceremony, Celebration 2009, was held on the evening of December 4th at the elegant 
Hyatt Regency Chicago.  Over 220 members, award winners, dignitaries, and guests attended the banquet 
and were presented with copies of our annual Folio publication.  ILASLA Chapter President Greg 
Stevens presented Honorary Recognition and Chapter Service awards and ILASLA President-Elect Amy 
Olson emceed the Professional Awards.   
 
There were an exciting 23 Professional Awards in total, breaking down as follows:  4 President's Awards 
of Excellence, 10 Honor Awards, and 9 Merit Awards.  Public Recognition Awards went to Iris Y. 
Martinez, Robert "Bob" Rita, Angelo "Skip" Saviano, and Ira L. Silverstein for sponsoring the Chapter's 
licensure bill.  A Community Service Award was given to Timothy Bartlett for his hours of service to the 
Champaign County Design and Conservation Foundation.  Also, Chapter Service Awards were given to 
the following for their dedication to the Chapter:  Terry Guen, FASLA, Burnham 100 x 100 
Charrette; Frank Clements, FASLA and Brian Hopkins, ASLA, Licensure Effort; Ann Viger, ASLA and 
Keven Graham, ASLA, ASLA Annual Meeting Co-Chairs; Erin Fiegel, ASLA, President 2008-2009; Joel 
Baldin, ASLA, Secretary 2005-2009; and Terry Warriner-Ryan, FASLA, Trustee 2003-2009.     
 
Marketing Committee 
The Chair of the Committee, Terry Warriner-Ryan, FASLA, is responsible for developing a budget, 
holding regular meetings, developing and administering marketing initiatives and reporting progress to 
the Chapter Executive Committee and membership-at-large.  President-Elect Amy Olson, ASLA, serves as 
a liaison between the Marketing Committee and the Executive Committee.  Trustee Keven Graham, 
ASLA, is also a member.  
 
The Marketing Committee’s mission is to raise awareness and understanding of landscape architecture 
and the role landscape architects play in the development of sustainable outdoor space; promote and 



protect our brand in the market place; and elevate a clear perception of what landscape architects do to 
increase long-term business opportunities for the profession.   
 
The Landscape Architecture Marketing Fund continues its efforts in financial fundraising so the 
committee is able to support its mission and goals.  A new campaign is just underway.  Recent initiatives 
have brought about stronger connections with the Chicago Architecture Foundation (CAF), allied 
professionals, students and consumers.  The Marketing Committee will soon be releasing a separate, 
detailed update highlighting its past and current accomplishments, along with pledge forms for 2010.   A 
February 2010 planning meeting is scheduled for contributors to develop new strategies to implement the 
mission of marketing our profession in Illinois.  
 
 
Trustee’s Report 
Keven Graham, ASLA  
Principal/Director of Planning, Planning Resources Inc. 
 
We did it…. As we reflect back on the 2009 ASLA Annual Meeting we can take a lot of positives for our 
Chapter, membership and profession.  In case you somehow missed the past few issues of Dispatch, 
Weekly News and countless emails, we hosted a little party here in Chicago from September 15th - 21st.  
Over 5,103 attendees came to Chicago to take part in this year’s Annual Meeting and Exposition.  This 
total attendance ranks third in the history of ASLA and shows that, even in this economy, landscape 
architects value the importance and resources offered by ASLA. 
 
The success of this Annual Meeting can only be attributed to the incredible work done by our national 
staff and the 200+ Illinois volunteers that stepped up to the plate to make this event memorable.  There 
certainly were many memorable moments and events.  While most of the attendees arrived on Thursday 
and Friday, the ASLA leadership from across the country were in town for the balance of the week 
holding meetings and enjoying our great City and lakefront.  There were over 120 educational sessions, 
many influenced or prepared by Illinois members.  The field sessions and tours, all prepared by our 
Chapter volunteers, were very positively received and showcased the vast diversity of landscape 
architecture in Chicago.   
 
Saturday started off with an opening keynote by the Honorable Mayor Richard M. Daley.  Mayor Daley 
was presented with the LaGasse Medal by President Angela Dye and the Medal of Excellence was 
presented to the Chicago Park District and the City of Chicago.  Saturday night saw the investiture of four 
Illinois members as Fellows.  Paul Gobster, PhD, Theresa Guen-Murray, Scott Mehaffey and James 
Patchett all received their induction at a wonderful dinner in the Grand Ballroom of the Hilton. 
 
The Annual meeting is always a good time to meet old classmates and rekindle past friendships.  This 
year was no different as the University of Illinois hosted a very well-attended private reception for its 
alumni and members of the Illinois Chapter.  
 
We are grateful to the many exhibitors from the Chicago area that made this year’s Exposition one of the 
largest ever to showcase the many products and resources available to professionals, and show the breath 
of services landscape architects provide to the associated professionals in attendance. 
 
Our local media made visits to the Annual Meeting, including WGN, which reaches more than 3 million 
people, as well as ChicagoLand TV, which both ran stories about the event.  The closing session was 
delivered by Lisa Heinzerling, Associate Administrator of the U.S. EPA Office of Policy, Economics and 
Innovation.  Her message “Your industry is well-positioned to help other professions that are not as far 
along in their stewardship efforts.  Your history of environmental stewardship means you have much to 



offer builders, developers, architects, engineers and others who are eager to compete in a growing green 
market,” said Heinzerling. “In short, you are in a great position to help lead our nation’s transformation to 
a more sustainable society.” 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Tony Quinn, ASLA 
Culliton & Quinn Landscape Architecture Workshop 
 
The 2009 fiscal year started out with many challenges and a less than ideal account balance due to the 
economy and special projects presented to the Illinois Chapter of ASLA during 2009.  Efforts put forth to 
support the chapter’s lobbyists expenses at the State Capitol in Springfield in 2008 and 2009 lead the way 
along with planning for the ASLA Annual Meeting.  The Illinois Chapter ASLA continued to dedicate 
significant funds to support the ongoing efforts to obtain upgraded Licensure in Illinois.  The accounts 
and efforts to support the lobbyist in 2009 included the following: 
 
Onetime special assessment of $80 (collected from 430 members):                         $34,510.00 
Vanguard legislative account (balance at the start of the year):                  $3,903.26 
10% of all profits from yearly events (approx. $65,000):                   $6,500.00 
Legislative grant from ASLA:                      $5,000.00 
Member donations:                       $   500.00 
Total:                                   $50,413.26 
 
The contract budget for the Chapters lobbyist’s services continued into 2009 with a yearly cap totaling 
$50,000 or $4,166 per month.  Due to the maturing nature of the process of the Title Act upgrade in the 
State Legislature from 2008, the Chapter budgeted its funding toward the efforts from January until July 
for a total of $29,162 (7 months).  The Chapter’s funding fell short in 2008 leaving us to negotiate a 
deferred payment plan with the lobbyists until the special assessment became effective and collected in 
2009.  This left the chapter at $26,245 in the red at the start of the fiscal year for the lobbyist’s expenses.  
The total sum of $55,890 was paid out to the lobbyists by midyear to conclude the budget from 2008 and 
2009 as anticipated.  There may be a continued presence of the lobbyist in Springfield to support the 
ILASLA Chapter and a “maintenance fee” will be discussed using Chapter funds.  Please see the Public 
Service Chair report for further information on activities related to the legislative efforts.  
 
Although the Chapter started out 2009 with depleted funds in the general checking account the funds 
started to pick up with the collection of the special assessment.  There were also some slight concerns at 
the beginning of the 2009 year due to the amount of outstanding account receivables that needed to be 
collected from past invoices in 2008 totaling $18,000.  With continued strong efforts from our 
Sponsorship Coordinator and Executive Assistant, Beverly Nykiel, the receivable balance was drastically 
reduced throughout the year giving the checking account a healthy balance by the end of the year.  The 
2009 ASLA Annual Meeting was held in Chicago this year which gave the Chapter the opportunity of 
receiving $25,000 from nationals.   The funds were dedicated to supporting the Chapter for our 
responsibilities associated with the Annual Meeting and to offset revenue not realized with events on hold 
due to hosting the Annual Meeting.  The Chapter designed T-shirts and posters that became an instant 
popular item for the host booth of the event and made the Chapter additional funds.   
 
The 2009 ILASLA Celebration dinner turned out to be a record year for entries as well as winners.  There 
were 23 winners in all meaning a profitable submission fee and insertion fee into the Folio publication.  
The large number of winners allowed for a record attendance at the awards dinner.  In review of expenses 
involved with producing the Folio awards booklet it was an Executive Committee decision to hire an 
outside source from our original marketing design firm to put this year’s portfolio together.  This decision 



saved the Chapter $5,000-$7,000 in design and production costs.  The final outcome was nothing short of 
a great collaboration between several key Executive Committee members and a talented, out of work, 
Chapter member.  Due to the success of this new process the Chapter will continue to review past policies 
and make decisions annually to create sound fiscal choices.  This may allow the Chapter to save 
additional funds in the future as well as showing its members our dedication to supporting them in tough 
economic times. 
 
Overall, the Chapter took in nearly $229,000 in income, which included $39,000 in advertising income, 
$23,000 in program fee income, $42,750 in membership dues, $40,000  in special assessment and 
grant/donation income (legislative efforts), $31,000 in ASLA national meeting/host booth sales income, 
$29,000 in sponsorship income and $24,000 in award submittals and insertion fees.   The Executive 
Committee and Committee Members followed their budgets very closely and helped to end the 2009 
fiscal year account balance in a positive direction for 2010.   
 
The Marketing Committee funds were expended at the beginning of 2009 for a promotional video 
designed and produced to highlight specific ILASLA members and their views and opinions of the 
landscape architecture profession and experiences in their professional career.  With the collections of 
past Marketing funds from committed chapter firms and income from the yearly general Chapter 
commitment the account grew in a positive direction by the end of the 2009 fiscal year.  The sum will 
continue to grow in 2010 as additional past committed funds are collected from Chapter firms.   
 
Although the year started out very unpredictable in keeping with the ideal proposed budget, due to the 
ever-changing and challenging economy, our members, advertisers and sponsors continued to support the 
Chapter.  Without their continued support many of the events that took place would not have been 
possible.  From the legislative efforts to the 2009 ASLA Annual Meeting a large group of dedicated 
members put forth every effort to volunteer their time with the goal to make a difference for the Chapter.  
Our Executive Assistant, Beverly Nykiel, worked with our advertisers and sponsors to obtain 
commitments for 2009.  The Chapter would like to especially thank the top five sponsors for the 2009 
year: Bartlett Tree Experts, Pavelock Industries, Pizzo + Associates, Inc., Total Comp Resources and 
Unilock Chicago, Inc.    
 
 
External Communications Committee 
Maelo Maldonado, ASLA 
The External Communications Committee oversees the website, public relations opportunities, and 
publication of printed materials distributed to targeted segments of the population such as legislators, 
allied professionals, park and recreation agencies and other professional associations.  The Chair of the 
External Communications Committee is Maelo Maldonado, ASLA. 
 
Folio is an annual publication featuring the top projects of the year from the ILASLA Awards Program, 
including professional awards, community and public service awards.  The 2009 edition, edited by 
Committee Chair Maelo Maldonado, ASLA, and Past President Erin Fiegel, ASLA, and designed by 
Chapter member Elaine Delaney, ASLA, was distributed to attendees of the December Celebration awards 
ceremony.  It was then mailed to the Chapter membership, and a mailing list of approximately 3,500 
contacts comprised of allied professionals, and municipal and legislative leadership.  Folio is in the 
process of being added to the ILASLA website, scheduled for completion in the first quarter of 2010.  The 
External Communications Committee also prepared and distributed a press release on the award-winning 
projects. 
 
Elevation is a publication featuring articles on a wide variety of landscape architecture related topics, both 
technical and philosophical in nature.  News about chapter members is also published in Elevation.  Two 



issues of Elevation were published in 2009 and distributed to a mailing list of over 5,000.  During the 
2009 year, the Executive Committee reduced the number of issues from past quarterly distribution due to 
the growing difficulty to either be profitable or cover expenses on each publication.  This year, thanks to 
our sponsorship support, the Chapter covered expenses on the two Elevation issues published. 
 
In 2009, the Chapter’s company directory, Source, formerly a printed publication, was modified into an 
online-only resource to save expenses and better serve end-users.  As of the end of 2009, the revamp 
process is in progress, and completion is targeted for the first quarter of 2010. 
 
As in years past, the Chapter exhibited at the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD) / Illinois Park 
and Recreation Association (IRPA) Annual Conference, in January 2009.  Chapter members volunteered 
to work at the exhibit booth to represent the Chapter and speak to attendees about the profession. 
 
 
Internal Communications Committee 
Brad McCauley, ASSOCIATE ASLA 
Site Design Group, Ltd. 
 
First and foremost, many thanks to Andrea Briney, ASLA, for her service to the Chapter.  For the majority 
of 2009, Andrea sat as the Chair of the Internal Communications Committee and was responsible for 
member-to-member communications through the chapter website, weekly email announcements and the 
monthly newsletter Dispatch.  In addition to Internal Communications, the chair is responsible for 
membership activities including, but not limited to, recruitment, retention, and overall satisfaction.     
 
 As a way to further involve members in 2009, the website and Dispatch were continuously revamped 
based on member feedback to encompass all facets of the profession nationally, statewide, and 
individually to become a first stop for locating what is going on in the landscape architecture universe.  
As a closeout to 2009 and transfer of responsibilities for the Internal Communications Committee chair 
position to Brad McCauley, ASSOCIATE ASLA, a meeting was held to discuss ways to better, not only 
internal communications, but membership outreach as a whole in the state of Illinois.  These goals are 
outlined below: 
 

1. Establish a statewide presence – As most of the Chapter functions are located in the Chicagoland 
area, we aim to broaden membership impact by expanding the committee to include downstate 
members and, in turn, locate additional chapter functions throughout the state. 

2. Increase Membership – A chapter is only as strong as its members.  With that in mind we would 
like to broaden membership by increasing communication with allied organizations, practicing 
professionals, regional universities and colleges, student outreach, municipal and statewide 
governments, and current members. 

3. Enhance Membership – We aim to show all members the benefits of an ASLA membership and 
why it is not only great for the chapter and organization, but good for the profession and their 
own personal growth. 

4. Retain Membership – With a struggling economy, all organizations have to tighten their budgets.  
This of course has a direct effect on our members.  With that in mind, we aim to reinforce the 
benefits of an ASLA membership to current and lapsed members through enhanced and more 
personal communication. 

5. Broaden Communication – We will enhance communication throughout the membership by 
increasing the Chapter’s presence in the digital world.  We aim to give members the ability to 
simply point and click for information and the ability to get in touch with the resources they are 
looking for. 

 



The implementation of these goals has already begun in 2010, ensuring an ever more promising and 
progressive Illinois Chapter. 
 
Fellowship Committee 
Dean MacMorris, ASLA 
Night Light, Inc. 
 
The chair, Dean MacMorris, ASLA, of the Fellowship Committee is charged with coordinating Chapter 
social events such as the golf outing, professional mixers and assisting with the Celebration event.  These 
social events are very important for our Chapter.  Not only does the Chapter use the money raised to fund 
events and other Chapter business that promotes ILASLA members but, most importantly, these events 
offer opportunities for members to come together, have fun, make new contacts, and receive recognition 
for their achievements in the profession. 
 
The committee is made up of Dennis Tiliks of Wilson’s Nursery, Tom Tyler of Bartlett Tree Experts, 
Chuck Korn of Eden Stone Co., Raelene Robertson of Illinois Brick and Tim Bires of Paveloc Industries. 
Most of the coordination and administrative work is handled by the Executive Assistant.  
 
The first social event of the year was the Hackney’s mixer and dinner on February 12th held at the 
Hackney’s restaurant in Glenview.  It was attended by approximately 100 ILASLA, Illinois Landscape 
Contractor Association (ILCA), and Landscape Design Association (LDA) members. This event has 
become a tradition many members look forward to during the winter months for casual camaraderie with 
fellow members of the Green Industry.  
 
On July 22nd a Summer Mixer was held at Wilson’s Nursery & Landscape Supply in Hampshire.  This 
was a casual mixer with a Tex-Mex Fajita Bar and bar setup.  A few interesting additions to this year’s 
event were a live band, a bon fire, nursery tours, a cigar lounge, space for sponsor displays and giveaways 
to all that attended.  It was a chance for many Green Industry members to network and visit a quality 
nursery.  The live band allowed the guests to gather outside with a view across the vast rows of nursery 
trees and shrubs.  
 
In an unprecedented show of cooperation, ILASLA and ILCA merged their two golf outings into one co-
sponsored event.  The larger and more diverse audience provided greater benefit to participants and 
sponsors.  Each organization agreed to forego their annual outings in favor of a joint outing at St. 
Andrews Golf Course in West Chicago on September 10th.  The golfers enjoyed a wider network of 
professionals. A strong relationship between landscape architects and contractors is vital to the success of 
each industry.  The outing allowed members from each association to network on the course, and 
afterwards at the lunch and awards presentation. 
 
On December 4th more than 200 enthusiastic members and guests attended the Celebration awards dinner 
at the Hyatt Regency Chicago.  Landscape architects, contractors and vendors recognized the award-
winning projects and their fellow landscape architects at a formal dinner and mixer.  This event is where 
many members got a chance to visit with others that they do not get to see any other time of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Public Service Committee 
Heath Wright, ASLA 
Upland Design, Ltd. 
 
Legislative Sub-Committee 
Given that 2009 was the year that the State of Illinois’ 1989 Landscape Architecture Act would expire 
into sunset, legislative efforts were of primary importance.  Our volunteers and hired lobbyist focused on 
passing a Practice Act. 
 
On August 25, 2009, the Governor of Illinois signed SB1925 into law and created a new landscape 
architecture law.  After nearly six years of working to make this happen, the ILASLA was rewarded with 
an improved Title Act.  Chapter members were called upon to contact legislators, review bill text changes 
and to keep open dialog with allied professions and green industry contractors.  Support in the form of 
expert staff as well as financial grants from ASLA National were vital to the licensure efforts that 
culminated in 2009. 
 
The new law provides important improvements and enhancements to the existing Title Act.  Most 
significantly, the bill will establish a seal for landscape architects, whereby every licensed landscape 
architect shall have the ability to stamp plans, specifications, and reports prepared under their 
supervision.  In addition: 
 

1. The term “Licensed” has replaced “Registered” in the law.  Because licenses are issued by the 
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation, this word change better fits current state 
procedures.  

2. A requirement for professional liability insurance is listed in the new law.  The rulemaking 
process in 2010 and beyond will determine the specifics of this requirement.   

3. Continuing education requirements may be established under the law. 
 
Chicago Park District – Design Build Legislation 
Concurrent with efforts to pass the licensure law, ILASLA members were made aware of a bill that 
proposed changing the Chicago Park District’s procurement procedures.  As presented to legislators, 
landscape architects were not mentioned as qualifying to be part of the legally defined Design Build 
process.  This oversight threatened to exclude Illinois landscape architects from public project work in 
which they have established expertise. 
 
With member support and efforts from our hired lobbyists, landscape architects were written into Public 
Act 096-0777 that was signed into law on August 28. Additionally the term “Landscape architect 
design professional" was defined into law.  Excerpts from the law follows: 
 

"Design-build contract" means a contract for a public project under this Act between the 
Chicago Park District and a design-build entity to furnish architecture, engineering, land 
surveying, landscape architecture, and related services as required, and to furnish the labor, 
materials, equipment, and other construction services for the project…” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Education Committee 
Jennifer Thompson, ASLA 
HDR, Inc. 
 
2009 was a great year filled with educational opportunities for membership, affiliates, students and the 
public.  
 
On an annual basis, the chapter hosts a LARE review.  This is a day-long event in early Spring that 
provides an overview of the exams and their processes and includes mock graphic tests.  Students are 
provided with hefty binders providing valuable study tools and have an opportunity to meet others with 
whom they might study.  In the coming years, the Education Committee would like to strengthen its 
LARE support system by providing an additional review in the Fall, and encouraging study groups via 
online social networking.  
 
Chicago Architecture Foundation (CAF) with support from ILASLA hosts and organizes “Saturdays in 
the Studio”.  During the 2009-10 school term, three of the workshops will focus on city planning and 
landscape architecture. This past October, ILASLA and CAF volunteers joined forces with the Illinois 
Institute of Technology (IIT) to lead high school students in teaching them about the importance of site 
analyses and then leading them through the design of a campus green space. The event was well attended 
and was a learning experience for both the students and the volunteers. 
 
Every April, ILASLA encourages its membership to get the word out on the profession of landscape 
architecture.  This past year, members participated in a variety of activities.  Several members attended 
the Willow Creek Career Fair to promote the profession and distribute literature.  ILASLA partnered with 
the City of Chicago for its Arbor Day Celebration that placed professionals within the public schools to 
lead the students in planting trees.  The Chapter had copies of the Career Discovery Brochure printed and 
a letter template was developed that members could use to send to their local schools.  We heard from 
several members across the state that participated and reached over 50 schools.  
 
An important milestone for the City of Chicago, 2009 brought the centennial of the Plan of Chicago by 
Daniel Burnham. Local firm, Terry Guen Design Associates, organized and led a charette open to 
membership and affiliates, including representatives from the City, various non-profit groups and 
architects.  Participants were asked to come up with ideas and designs for what the city would be like in 
the next 100 years.  These were then refined and then displayed for 2 months at a local gallery in an 
exhibit titled Big.Bold.Visionary. that was open and free to the public.  
 
Early in the year, the chapter hosted a lecture by Chicago author and historian, Sally A. Kitt Chapell.  
This was a collaborative effort with Chicago AIA; they kindly offered up their lecture space and invited 
their membership while we organized the lecture. The presentation focused on the author’s latest book 
Chicago’s Urban Nature and a discussion followed.  Attendance was high and Mrs. Chapell had folks 
lined up for a book signing, of which she sold out!  
 
In an effort to become more accessible to members and in line with current trends, ILASLA developed a 
Facebook page.  This is an alternative to our traditional publications to communicate with members, to 
promote events and to encourage member interaction.  Facebook has the potential to become a forum for 
a revamped book club complete with discussion and reviews.  It is also an opportunity for those taking the 
LARE to meet and to arrange casual study groups.  
 
 
 



Illinois Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects 
Chapter Leadership 
2009-2010 
 
Greg Stevens, ASLA 
President 
Greg Stevens, ASLA, is a Senior Park Planner with the Fox Valley Park District, located in Aurora, 
Illinois.  Prior to working with the park district, he was vice president of the Lannert Group.  Greg 
attended Purdue University where he received his Bachelor of Science degree in Landscape Architecture 
1981 and a Master of Science degree in Transportation and Urban Engineering in 1983.  He is also a 
licensed landscape architect in both Illinois and Texas.  Throughout his professional career, Greg has 
partnered on nationally recognized, award-winning projects.  Between 1993 and 2003 he served on the 
Events and Education Committees for the ILASLA.  He presently serves as an alumni advisor to the 
Landscape Architecture Department at Purdue University.  Greg is co-chairman of the Share Angel 
Garden Committee at Good Samaritan Hospital where he was awarded the ILASLA Community Service 
Award for his donated design services and construction management of a healing garden remembering 
infants lost to miscarriage, still birth and neo-natal death, which includes two children of his own. 
Originally from Indianapolis, Greg moved to the Chicago area in 1986 and has lived in Homer Glen for 
the past 9 years where he has served on the Environment and Open Space Task Force helping guide the 
village’s planning efforts as it moved towards incorporation. 
 
Amy Olson, ASLA 
President-Elect 
Amy Olson, ASLA, is a graduate of the University of Kentucky with a Bachelor of Science in Landscape 
Architecture and a graduate of the University of Illinois with a Masters of Fine Arts in Landscape 
Architecture.  She is a licensed Landscape Architect in the State of Illinois, CLARB certified (Council of 
Landscape Architectural Registration Board), and an Arborist, receiving her certification through ISA in 
2008.  Amy moved to Illinois in 1991 and has lived in Chicago and suburbs for just over 15 years.  She 
has consulted and worked both in the private sector and public sector in Landscape Architecture and 
project management.  For ten years, she worked at Moore Landscapes, Inc. (a commercial landscape 
maintenance and construction company) where she was a landscape architect and project manager.  More 
recently she worked as Project Director for Design Fee Services at Mariani Landscape (a residential and 
commercial design- build-maintenance company), and as a lead designer in commercial landscape 
projects for Christy Webber Landscapes. Amy currently works as an independent consultant.  Amy also 
serves as a commissioner for the Village of Glenview Appearance Commission, where they review 
signage, landscape, and building projects within the Village; they are currently reviewing and updating 
the Village Code.  From 2003-2005, Amy served on the Executive Committee as Secretary for the Illinois 
Chapter.  Prior to her term, she had organized a professional design charette and professional jury for the 
Chapter with the City of Evanston, Illinois.  
 
Erin Fiegel, ASLA 
Past President 
Erin Fiegel, ASLA, is a Senior Associate with Hitchcock Design Group.  She received her Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture from the University of Illinois in 2001.  Since joining Hitchcock Design Group, 
she has worked in both their Urban Design and Recreation Studios, working on such notable and award 
winning projects as The Morton Arboretum Children's Garden, Neenah Waterfront Master Plan, 
Roosevelt Park Educational Signage, and Techny Prairie Park.  Erin now works in the Marketing Studio 
overseeing collateral resources, advertising, photography, website, and awards preparation.  She has 
previously served the Chapter as Awards Chair from 2003-2005, and Internal Communications Chair in 
2007.   
 



Tony Quinn, ASLA 
Treasurer 
Tony Quinn, ASLA, is a partner with Culliton Quinn Landscape Architecture Workshop in Chicago.  He 
received an Associates Degree in Architecture from Illinois Central College in 1991 and a Bachelors of 
Landscape Architecture from the University of Illinois in 1994.  Tony is a licensed Landscape Architect 
in Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan and is CLARB certified.  He is a member of Green Roofs for Healthy 
Cities and is currently seeking certification on rooftop design, engineering, and conservation 
technologies.  Since Culliton Quinn’s inception in 2004, Tony has partnered on projects located from the 
East coast to the Midwest, including high-end residential design, historic landscape preservation, 
recreational design, and urban design.  As Treasurer, he manages all accounts of income from Chapter 
sponsored events and publications, to the expenses of the Marketing Committee and legislative efforts for 
the state licensure Practice Act in Springfield.  Tony looks forward to collaborating with the Executive 
Committee to creatively develop new goals to bring the growing profession into an ever-increasing level 
of public awareness. 
 
Alan Watkins, ASLA 
Secretary 
Alan Watkins, ASLA, is an account representative with Clarence Davids & Company.  He received a 
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2005.  His 
responsibilities at Clarence Davids & Company entail sales, estimating, project and account management, 
and pursuing new clients.  During his time at the University of Illinois, Alan served as President of the 
Student Chapter of ASLA for two years.  As secretary, Alan maintains records of the Chapter, its calendar 
of events, and helps keep the membership informed with the decisions of the Executive Committee. 
 
Keven Graham, ASLA 
Trustee 
Keven Graham, ASLA ,is a Principal with Planning Resources Inc. in Wheaton.  Keven received his 
Associates Degree in Architectural Construction Technologies from Illinois Central College and his 
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from Iowa State University.  A registered landscape architect in 
Illinois and Iowa, he has served ILASLA in numerous positions, including President.  Keven is the 2008 
recipient the Iowa State University Design Achievement Award for Landscape Architecture.  He is also 
one of the founding officers of the ASLA Sustainable Design & Development professional practice 
network and continues to work with the development of the Sustainable Sites Initiative.  He has donated 
his time in the promotion of this highly important tool and the promotion of the profession.  Keven has a 
thorough understanding of ASLA, it governance and staff that will allow him to advance key issues and 
objectives of the Chapter and its members to the society.  
 
Dean MacMorris, ASLA 
Fellowship Chair 
Dean MacMorris, ASLA, has been the Vice President of Night Light, Inc. for more than 8 years.  Night 
Light is a unique, top quality, full service landscape illumination company.  Dean has a degree in 
landscape architecture, ornamental horticulture and is a registered landscape architect in the state of 
Illinois.  He has more than 15 years experience in the landscape industry as a project manager, and sales 
and marketing manager for Mariani Landscape, Tecza Environmental Group, and The Brickman Group. 
 Dean has been privileged to be a speaker at Mid Am Horticultural Trade Show, The University of 
Illinois, Morton Arboretum, Purdue University, Illinois Turfgrass Foundation and the Bartlett Tree 
Experts Symposium.  Dean is an active member and sponsor of: Illinois Landscape Contractors 
Association, Landscape Design Association, American Institute of Architects , Building Owners and 
Managers Association, and the Past Chairman of the Plato Township Planning Commission.  Dean has 
many articles published in Chicagoland Gardening, American Nurseryman’s Magazine, Office & 



Commercial Real Estate Magazine, Landscape Contractor Magazine and The Landscape Buyer 
Magazine. 
 
Maelo Maldonado, ASLA 
External Communications Chair 
Maelo Maldonado, ASLA, is currently working as an independent consultant and has been practicing 
landscape architecture since 1996.  He received his Bachelors of Science in Landscape Architecture from 
Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana.  Maelo has been involved in all aspects of projects, from 
planning, design development, documentation, permitting, and construction observation.  Early in his 
career, he had a strong focus in park and recreation, and has also been able to broaden his horizons with 
campus master planning, high end residential, parks, and private and commercial roof gardens, both 
domestic and international work in nature.  Maelo has been involved with ILASLA since 1998, as a 
member of the Awards Committee, which he chaired for two years.  He is currently an instructor at the 
Chicago Botanic Gardens, focusing in expanding the use of CAD as a tool of design in the green industry 
and has been guest lecturer at Northwestern University Landscape Design Program.  As External 
Communications Chair, he manages all chapter external communications like Elevation and Folio which 
are distributed, both in the private and public sector, all over the country. 
 
Jennifer Thompson, ASLA 
Education Chair 
Jennifer Thompson, ASLA, received her Bachelor of Science in Landscape Architecture with minors in 
City and Regional Planning and Art History from The Ohio State University in 2006.  As a student, she 
was involved with the Ohio Chapter of ASLA and has been involved with the ILASLA since 2006. 
Jennifer has served as a member of the Awards Committee and was recently appointed Education Chair. 
Currently, she works as a landscape architect and land planning coordinator at HDR in Chicago. 
 
Brad McCauley, ASSOCIATE ASLA 
Internal Communications Chair 
Brad McCauley, ASSOCIATE ASLA, is an associate landscape designer at Site Design Group, Ltd.  He is 
responsible for completing tasks at all levels of the design process, ensuring a successful and timely 
project completion and construction.  Projects include streetscape design, residential design, urban parks, 
playgrounds, open space design in both the public and private sectors, and projects seeking LEED 
certification.  Brad joined the firm after graduating from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
with a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture in the spring of 2007.  Brad has a special interest in 
sustainable design practices, accessibility, urban design, and planning.  Brad is currently studying for 
LEED accreditation and the LARE and is also enrolled in CDT courses to prepare for the CSI exam. 
 
Heath Wright, ASLA 
Public Service Chair 
Heath Wright, ASLA, is a partner at Upland Design Ltd., in Plainfield.  He earned a Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture from the University of Illinois in 1992.  Heath is a licensed landscape architect in 
the States of Illinois and Michigan.  His landscape architecture work has been centered on public parks, 
forest preserves and recreation for the past 15 years, working for both public agencies and now as a 
principal at Upland Design.  He has served on the Village of Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission 
since its inception in 2005.  Additionally, he has volunteered with ILASLA as a publication editor and is 
currently assisting with the licensure efforts.  He looks forward to continuing his commitment to the 
Chapter. 
 
Terry Ryan, FASLA 
Marketing Committee Chair 
Terry Ryan, FASLA, is the Marketing Committee Chair for the Chapter, facilitating the committee and the 

http://www.il-asla.org/documents/ILASLA-MarketingCommitteeGrantForm.pdf


approval of Marketing Committee Grant Applications.  Terry has been a member of the Illinois Chapter 
Marketing Committee since its inception in 2005.  
 
Terry is a graduate of the University of California – Los Angeles (UCLA) with a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Landscape Architecture.  While in California, Terry worked in Los Angeles for Donald M. Roberts and 
Warren E. Lauesen & Associates practicing deluxe residential design.  Then in 1979, Terry moved to 
Chicago and joined the firm, then B. Jacobs & Associates, becoming a partner of Jacobs/Ryan Associates 
in 1982.  Her work has included a wide variety of project types, including civic, governmental, campus, 
schools, corporate, commercial and residential projects.  In recognition of her works, Terry was named a 
Fellow of the American Society of Landscape Architects in 1997.  She is a member of Chicago Women in 
Architecture, is the 2009 Trustee Representative to the Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF), was 
appointed by Governor James Thompson to the first Illinois Landscape Architects Board (serving as 
Board Chair from 1995-1996), was an Illinois Delegate at the CLARB Annual Meeting in 1992 and 1995, 
and was the Editorial Advisory Committee Chair for Landscape Architecture magazine from 1998-2003.  
Most recently, Terry served from 2002-2009 as the Trustee for the Illinois Chapter American Society of 
Landscape Architects.  Terry is licensed in twelve states, including Illinois. 
 
Beverly Nykiel 
Sponsorship Coordinator and Executive Assistant 
Beverly Nykiel is the Sponsorship Coordinator and the Executive Assistant for the Chapter.  She has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing from North Central College, in Naperville, Illinois.  As Sponsorship 
Coordinator, Beverly solicits advertising and sponsorship revenue for all Chapter publications and events 
– presenting a single point of contact for the sponsors.  As Executive Assistant, Beverly performs a 
variety of administrative tasks for the Chapter. 
 
 



Illinois Chapter ASLA Financial Overview

Statement of Financial Position Statement of Activities
As of December 31, 2008 For the year ending December 31, 2009

ASSETS REVENUE

Cash (general checking account) $33,942 2009 ASLA Conference (financial support from nationals) $25,000
Investment account (chapter savings) $6,641 2009 ASLA Conference (host booth sales) $6,050
Investment account (legislative expenses) $3,903 Membership Dues $42,750
Accounts Receivables $18,733 Membership Special Assessment (legislative lobbyist fees) $34,510

ASLA Grant Funding (legislative lobbyist fees) $5,000
TOTAL ASSETS $63,219 Member donations (legislative efforts) $500

Event/Publication Advertisers $38,532
Event Sponsorship $29,276
Event Program Fees $22,646
Award Submittals and Folio Insertion Fees $24,220
Credit Card fees $485

TOTAL REVENUE $228,969

LIABILITIES EXPENSE

Accounts payable (general expenses) $14,346 Administrative/Operational Expenses $30,822
Accrued liabilities (legislative expenses from 2008) $26,245 Event Expenses $50,040

Publication Expenses $16,959
TOTAL LIABILITIES $40,591 Executive Committee Meetings and Special Programs $3,343

Donations $150
NET ASSETS $22,629 Legislative lobbyist fees $29,645

Professional service fees $12,251

TOTAL EXPENSE $143,210

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $85,759
Net Assets, Beginning of Year $22,629
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $108,388


