
In-Between History: 
A Rebel, a Remnant 
and a Revolutionary
By Kris Lucius // SmithGroupJJR

The Illinois landscape holds an im-
portant place in the history of the 
American imagination—the inland 

sea, the gateway to the west, the phoenix 
risen from ashes, the white city. From the 
19th century to today, major names have 
shaped the cities, communities, and the 
design minds of Illinois, and have been 
critical in advancing the theory and practice 
of landscape architecture at large. No history 
of environmental design would be com-
plete without these projects, designers, and 
thinkers in its index, but neither would it be 
complete with just these names.

For the curious, these forgotten histories 
provide a rich understanding of the past, one 
with greater resolution, hue, and context. 
Though they fall outside the main stream of 

our historical narrative, they aren’t terribly 
difficult to find; they are the footnotes, in 
small letters, and one needs only to squint to 
bring them into focus. It is a matter of going 
beyond the “guidebook standards,” the high-
est artistic achievement must-sees, to find 
the secondary: forgoing the Eiffel Tower for 

the stairs of Rue Foyatier or bypassing the 
oil masterwork to stumble upon a sublime 
charcoal sketch. There is no denying the 
greatness and importance of the first, but 
chance encounters with the second allow a 
sense of discovery, of viewing and expe-
riencing a work as something purely new, 
uncolored by the analysis of others.

As a relatively new Chicagoan, I’ve not yet 
come to a level of local familiarity where 
I can take the big names for granted. The 
Illinois landscape is still novel and largely 
foreign to me, and my list of unvisited works 
by Jensen, Caldwell, and Wright is long. 
Nevertheless I’ve come across some curious 
outliers, cultural also-rans and anomalies 
that have not made history’s final draft but 
merit a closer look. 

Rebel: Ralph Rodney Root
In 1912, after training at Cornell Univer-
sity and Harvard University and at just 28 
years old, Ralph Rodney Root guided the 
transformation of the landscape gardening 
curriculum at UIUC into the Landscape 
Architecture Division. At the same time, he 
endeavored to create the definitive primer 
on landscape architecture, a reasoned and 
thorough examination of the principles of 
design and a reaction to preceding texts 
which he found lacking. His 1914 book, co-
authored by an art professor, Design in Land-
scape Gardening, balances scientific reasoning 
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2015 is going to be a fun and exciting year.  There is so much to look 
forward to: a Celebration of the best projects in Illinois; educa-
tion sessions helping us all accumulate our continuing education 

credits; social and networking events around Chicagoland and down state; and, to top it all 
off, hosting the ASLA National Meeting and Expo this November. While this is the time 
of year that we usually start looking ahead to everything the new year has to offer, the three 
articles in this issue take a look back; detailing how far the profession has come, recogniz-
ing the innovations of the past, and reflecting on a career through the years. Understanding 
the efforts and innovations of the past can only help us take the profession of landscape 
architecture to the next level, moving toward a productive and innovative future. 

As the External Communications Committee Chair for the past two and a half years, I have 
met and learned from many of the greats in the industry. I have had the privilege of helping 
landscape architects share their work with others and increase the visibility and creditabil-
ity of the profession.  For the past few years, I have also had the joy of working with Chris 
Jennette, the editor of Elevation and one of the most thoughtful and articulate landscape 
architects I know. Moving into 2015, both he and I are handing over our ILASLA positions 
to two new talented and motivated volunteers who will take Elevation and make it even 
better, I am sure of it.  Join me in thanking Chris for the countless hours he has devoted to 
this publication and help me welcome Rob Reuland as our new External Communications 
Committee Chair and Kalle Butler Waterhouse as our new editor!

Letter from the Editor
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with general design and fine arts principles.  
His approach underscored function and use as 
the primary drivers of design, echoing Louis 
Sullivan other proto-modernists of the time.

In Design in Landscape Gardening, Root jux-
taposes Naturalistic design to Formalism, and 
examines each at arm’s length. Despite this early 
parity, in his professional practice Root was an 
outspoken advocate for a neo-classical formal-
ist approach that was contrary to the pastoral/
romantic English style that still dominated the 
profession in the wake of Olmsted. This style 
was in stark contrast to Jens Jensen and the Prai-
rie School, and as a result gained little traction in 
Chicago. His stylistic obstinance was seemingly 
well known and there is speculation that this led 
to constraints on his career. 

After writing a handful of books centered 
around design principles, garden design and 
country estates, Root started exploring new 
ground in the 1940’s with provocative titles 
such as Contourscaping (1941) and the military-
centric Camouflage with Planting (1942). These 
titles are long out of print and not common to 
libraries, but they are on my wish list.

Few of Root’s works remain today, though a 
handful of homes in Lake Forest and Lake 
Bluff still exist. His greatest remaining work is 
Cantigny Gardens in Wheaton, IL, the former 
country estate of the McCormick family. 

Remnant: Wooden Alley
Construction materials, especially those in 
infrastructure, are lessons in the economies that 
develop them. The volatility of extracted resources 

and the evolution of related technology drive 
variations in popularity over time, but rarely do 
materials become culturally extinct. As a taxider-
mied example of such a species, Wooden Alley 
in Chicago is a remnant cultural landscape of 
historically important material typology, the wood 
block paver. In the 19th century wood block road-
ways were a common feature in midwestern and 
east coast cities as well as in Canada and Europe. 
Wood blocks slathered in protective creosote and 
laid end grain-up, like a butcher’s block, made an 
ideal all-weather pavement for urban boulevards. 
The wood was easy to source, and these blocks had 
functional advantage over granite or cobblestone 
in the combination of the strength of end grain 
wood with the physical softness of an organic 
material. The wood proved durable against the 

steel of carriage wheels and horseshoes while 
increasing their lifespans, mitigated the sound of 
the streetscape, and provided some measure of 
shock absorption. 

Capitalizing on the availability of timber and 
the efficiency of rail transport like many other 
industrial innovators of the time, Boston’s Samuel 
Nicolson built an empire of wood pavers through-
out the US, including major streets in the Chicago 
loop. In the 20th century the technological land-
scape shifted, and the advent of pneumatic tires 
and automobiles neutralized the benefits of wood 
blocks. Almost as quickly as they were installed, 
wood block streets were repaved in concrete and 
asphalt, and minor alleys were left to rot. Over 
time even the alleys were paved over, and today 
merely a handful of these alleys remain, with only 
2 or 3 left in Chicago. Wooden Alley, between 
State and Astor Streets just south of North Ave; 
followed the same downward spiral into decay 
and obscurity, but in 2012 the city mounted a 
restoration campaign using new pavers of black 
locust. Reborn after a century of service, today it 
is a fully restored and functional alley, albeit one 
of the more interesting and photogenic. 

Revolutionary: Stanley Hart White
Probably well known to most ILASLA mem-
bers, Stanley Hart White played a preeminent 
role in the modernization of landscape archi-
tectural education in the US, most notably here 
in Illinois. As an educator at UIUC, he was a 
catalyst for the modern practice of landscape 
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architecture, by all accounts a progressive and 
engaging instructor whose lessons underlie the 
careers of some of the most important design-
ers of the 20th century: Hideo Sasaki, Peter 
Walker, and Richard Haag, among others.

White was incredibly forward thinking beyond 
the classroom as well, with ideas that found 
new relevance within landscape architecture for 
outside advancements. Similar to Root’s foray 
into military strategies for planting, White saw 
geographical innovations during World War 
II as opportunities for his field. He advanced 
the idea that aerial photography posed great 
possibilities for land planning as a layer of data 
within an analysis, an idea that germinated 
at Harvard where he was a visiting academic 
and critic during the time that the theoretical 
foundations were being laid for Geographic 
Information Systems.

Perhaps his most clairvoyant idea was a 
prototypical version of today’s green wall, what 
he called “Botanical Bricks.” His concept for 

“vegetation bearing structures” was borne of his 
imagination (of which his brother, the writer 
E.B. White, was fond of commenting) and 
iterated as mockups in his home garden. These 
studies led to a series of patents by White, 
his UIUC student, collaborator and business 
partner, William McPherson, and their attorney, 
Elmer Hovenden Gates. 

Later in his career, White seems to have 
redirected his interests away from Botanical 

Bricks, as the series of patents continued on 
without his apparent involvement, and grand 
visions of botanical bricks as an entirely new 
tool for spacemaking were never realized within 
his lifetime. It is not clear what, if any, real links 
there are between his work and the contempo-
rary practice, though numerous later patents 
cite his work as precedent. Whether prophetic 
or prototypical, it is noteworthy as an idea 
hatched decades before its time.

While some of these outliers may be known 
within this community, I’m hopeful that these 
are newfound histories for some readers, and 
that they may inspire deeper inquiry (or at 
least momentary reflection). Further, I hope 
that other fans of the arcane and the esoteric 
may introduce themselves to me at some future 
function and further enhance my view of the 
broad middle.
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KRIS LUCIUS, ASLA, is a landscape architect 
with SmithGroupJJR. Before moving to Chicago 
in 2013 he lived in Boston where he was involved 
in some combination of study, practice and teaching 
for 9 years. His professional and academic work 
has focused on urban infill & brownfield redevel-
opment, and surveys a diversity of landscapes and 
ecosystems worldwide.  He lives in Chicago with 
his wife Anne and sons Henry and Sam.

 

A VERTICAL GARDEN

US Patent 2,113,523 Drawing Sheet 2 of 3. Inventor Stanley Hart White.
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A Flock of Landscape Architects

Have you heard the news?  The 
ASLA Annual Meeting and 
Expo is coming back to town! 

Illinois Chapter ASLA will play host 
to 5000+ landscape architects and allied 
professionals when the ASLA Annual 
Meeting and Expo is held in Chicago on 
November 6-9, 2015. 

For those of you that have attended past 
Meetings, you know what an incredible 
experience awaits us. Whether it is the 
fresh perspectives or the feeling of be-
ing connected to something larger than 
yourself—there is just a natural energy that 
comes from spending time with so many 
landscape architects. I always walk away 
with a renewed commitment to our profes-
sion and overwhelming sense of pride 
when saying, “I am a landscape architect.”  

This event, however, is not simply for 
landscape architects. The Chapter invites 
our fellow design professionals - architects, 
planners, engineers, landscape design-
ers, and contractors; clients; students; and 
friends to attend a session, take a tour, or 
wander the expo hall to learn more about 
the profession and the foremost trends 
within our industry.

ILASLA is excited to serve as Host 
Chapter again, and support ASLA’s efforts 
to make the 2015 Meeting a resounding 
success. Vital to that success is the army 
of volunteers needed to help develop field 
sessions; design and build a legacy project; 
promote Illinois landscape architecture; 
and act as concierge to connect visitors 
with Chicago amenities. 

I am honored to serve as Host Chapter 
Co-chair, along with Alan Watkins, ASLA. 
Together, we are ramping up the planning 

efforts that will occur over the course of the 
next year. Details will be shared throughout 
the year, but first, we must rally the troops!  
ILASLA is currently seeking energetic 
volunteers:

As a Field Sessions volunteer you will 
collaborate with ASLA staff and local 
resources to develop and coordinate the 
Field Session programs that showcase great 
spaces and places throughout Chicago and 
northern Illinois.

As a Legacy Project volunteer you will 
design and build the 2015 Legacy Project, 
in conjunction with ACE Mentor Program 
representatives, a lasting outdoor space for 
a school or non-profit organization.

As a Host Chapter Booth volunteer you 
will serve as an on-site resource for attend-
ees and visitors during the Annual Meeting 
and Expo. You will also help promote 
works designed by landscape architects 
throughout Chicago and Illinois. 

While these are the primary roles, there 
are a number of additional opportunities 
to support the Chapter’s efforts. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact 
Alan and me at chiannualmtg@gmail.com. 
To learn more about the Meeting, and how 
you can get involved, visit il-asla.org.

In just under a year, our fair City will host 
several thousand of our colleagues for a 
weekend of knowledge sharing, network-
ing, and celebration of the landscape 
architecture profession. So get excited!  
Get inspired!  Most importantly…GET 
INVOLVED!  

ERIN FIEGEL, PLA, ASLA is proud to be 
a licensed landscape architect and active mem-
ber of ILASLA. Beyond her volunteer position 
as Host Chapter Co-chair, she has served the 
Chapter for 10+ years in the roles of President, 
Awards Committee Chair, Internal Com-
munications Committee Chair, and Editor of 
Folio, the Chapter’s annual awards publica-
tion. Erin is the Marketing Manager at 
Wight & Company, an integrated architecture, 
engineering, and construction firm headquar-
tered in the Chicago area.

views
By Erin Fiegel // PLA, ASLA
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Barlett Seminar Series

Often, mature trees – as much as 
they add to a site – don’t receive 
enough attention before, during, 

and after construction. The problem with this 
benign neglect is that soil compaction and 
root cutting, among other construction-relat-
ed challenges, can have long-term impacts on 
a tree’s ability to thrive. 

Tom Smiley, Ph.D., an arboricultural 
researcher for the Bartlett Tree Research 
Laboratories, recently gave a Bartlett Semi-
nars presentation that looked at some of these 
challenges and how to address them.

Soil Compaction. Soil compaction presents 
a host of problems for trees. It damages roots 
and limits their growth, while reducing their 
ability to take up water. Compacted soil gen-
erally has low levels of organic matter, which 
usually means it also has low nutrient levels. 
All of which threaten tree health.

Construction traffic and materials storage are 
obvious causes of soil compaction, but vibra-
tion and road salts also cause it. 

The good news is that there are treatments 
that can effectively loosen compacted soil 
and improve growing conditions for trees. A 
Bartlett study found that mulching and ra-
dial trenching, a technique developed by The 
Morton Arboretum, were two approaches 
that worked best. Rototilling worked well 
for newly transplanted trees, since they do 
not have established root systems. (Rototill-
ing around mature trees results in significant 
root damage.)

Bartlett scientists wondered if there could be 
a way to till the soil around mature trees to 
reduce compaction without damaging roots. 
Enter the air tool. They found that the air tool 
can do the same sort of tilling a rototiller does, 

but because it uses high-pressure air to break 
up the soil, it does not tear up tree roots. The 
technique they developed, called root invigo-
ration, involves first tilling the soil to a depth 
of six to eight inches with the air tool, then 
applying a layer of compost and beneficial 
fungi, topped by a layer of biochar. Biochar is 
a type of charcoal soil amendment that holds 
water and nutrients in the soil, and improves 
soil structure.  Arborists then use the air tool 
to blend this organic-rich mixture into the 
already tilled soil.

Studies have shown that root invigoration 
affects 50 percent of the root zone and 
yields improvements in tree growth within 
the first year. 

But in the end, the best treatment for soil 
compaction is prevention, said Dr. Smiley.

Root Cutting. Root cuts are common and 
sometimes unavoidable in urban areas. But 
how close to the trunk can roots be cut before 
impacting tree stability? Ideally, all root cuts 
would take place outside of the dripline, but 
since that’s usually impossible in an urban 
setting, Bartlett researchers set out to deter-
mine the critical root-cut distances. Through 
a series of experiments that involved cutting 
tree roots at varying distances from trunks 

and pulling the trees to failure, the scientists 
arrived at some important guidelines. 

While there are significant differences 
between species, root cuts that are limited to 
a distance from the trunk that is five times 
the tree’s dbh (diameter at breast height) are 
sustainable. At that distance, root decay will 
not likely reach the trunk and cause failure. If 
it is a particularly large tree, if it is leaning or 
if root rot is evident, the distance should be 
greater. (Signs of root decay are fungal fruit-
ing structures at the base of a tree and visible 
hollow sections. If you see these symptoms, 
call a certified arborist.) A distance of three 
times the dbh is the closest that root cuts 
should be made. In this case, the root invigo-
ration technique described above can help 
encourage root growth.

The International Society of Arboriculture’s 
booklet “Best Management Practices – 
Managing Trees During Construction” is a 
low-cost and useful reference for landscape 
architects committed to preserving trees. It is 
available for purchase online at www.isa-arbor.
com. Another resource is “Sidewalk Repair 
Near Trees,” a free Bartlett Tree Research 
Laboratories Technical Report available at  
http://www.hpboro.com/DocumentCenter/
View/1433. 

Tree Preservation – Protecting Legacy Trees  
and Design Integrity

Using an air tool is a way to break up compacted soil around 
trees without damaging roots. Photo: Bartlett Tree Experts

To see the full lecture go  
to il-asla.org/videos 9

By Christine Esposito // Terracom



The regulation of landscape architec-
ture in the United States began in 
1953, when California became the 

first state to enact a statute. Illinois was one of 
the last when it became the 45th state to pass 
an act.  Today, 47 States have practice acts 
and three (Illinois, Maine and Massachusetts) 
simply have title acts. 

After several attempts, the Illinois Landscape 
Architecture Act of 1989 was passed and it 
then took nearly two years to implement the 
act. The first license was issued to Gary Kesler, 
FASLA, on July 17, 1991.  Since then 1,527 
licenses have been issued, although many are 
no longer active.

This article chronicles the efforts to pass the act.  
The story told is of the individuals who worked 
tirelessly on the project that would ultimately 
take six years to complete.  Jim Gamble’s 
terms as Illinois Chapter vice president and 
president and his continuing service on the 
registration committee provided Jim with the 
insider’s view that follows.

The success of registration passing in Illinois 
resulted from many people working individu-
ally and together over many years.  Jim Gam-
ble and others developed initial strategies 
and participated in early activities that laid 
the foundation for passage of the law.  Their 
strategy emerged from an awareness that it 
would take a well-organized “team” to put a 
plan in play and patience because it would 

take years to accomplish their goal.   Drama 
engulfed the law up to the last minute when 
it was passed by the legislature, vetoed by the 
Governor, and then passed again by the legis-
lature’s vote over-riding the Governor’s veto.  

The first few years of the push toward 
registration were spent building support 
within the Chapter’s landscape architects, 
forming coalitions with other professions 
outside the LA community, and creating a 
funding stream to pay for years of lobbyists, 
licensure public relations, meetings, and 
fund raisers for state politicians who sup-
ported the law. The pursuit of registration 
of landscape architects in Illinois, as in any 
political campaign, included developing a 
strategy, i.e., a “platform”; gathering support, 
and raising money.  

Between 1979 - 1982 the Chapter was 
operating on meager funds with an annual 
budget of $10,000, sometimes carrying debt 
forward to the next fiscal year.  To generate 
the funds needed for registration, programs 
and activities were adjusted to increase rev-
enues and activities were required to make 
a profit.  Although the Chapter continued 

expanding its revenues by increasing costs 
for its programs, it was still not enough to 
sustain a registration effort.

In addition to funding, there was also a 
problem with outreach and support from 
other design professionals, including 
Architects and Engineers.  As part of the 
strategy, efforts focused on two main items, 
funding and support.

Registration Funding
The National ASLA would/could not assist 
in funding registration.  They did help 
indirectly by collecting special dues and 
providing information about registration in 
other states.

The Chapter initiated a revenue genera-
tion program which increased chapter dues, 
reduced costs for programs to channel more 
income to registration, and solicited sponsors 
from landscape industry suppliers and con-
tractors to contribute to our licensure effort.

The Chapter presented reasons for endorse-
ment of the Registration cause at Chapter-
sponsored membership meetings and forums, 
discussing the importance of licensure and the 
need to pass a special dues increase for financ-
ing the effort and hiring a lobbyist.  We were 
successful in getting membership support and 
passed the dues increase as a special assess-
ment for 3 years.  The dues were collected by 
National ASLA and returned to the Chapter.

Perspectives in ILASLA Registration History
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1984 – 1986
Organize Registration Committee, 

Promote licensure among LA’s pass 
3 year dues special assessment for 

pursuit of registration, begin networking 
into other organizations particularly 

green industry and architects/engineers. 
Jim Gamble Pres.; Jim Ash, VP; Mark 

Hunner, Immediate Past Pres.  

1986 – 1988 
Continue liaison efforts, expand 

membership, programs, and income.  
Refine and revise language of the law.  

Jim Ash, President; Susan Jacobson, VP; 
Jim Gamble, Immediate Past president.

1982 – 1984 
Develop strategies and organization for 
licensure, reorganize the chapter and 

improve financials. Mark Hunner, President; 
Jim Gamble, VP.  

GENERAL TIME LINE

THE STORY TOLD IS OF THE 
INDIVIDUALS WHO WORKED 
TIRELESSLY ON THE PROJECT 
THAT WOULD ULTIMATELY TAKE 
SIX YEARS TO COMPLETE.
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Political Strategies
The registration effort stayed at a low profile 
until relationships, funding, and an under-
standing of the primary areas to address with 
opponents developed.  Further, a continuing 
funding mechanism and a steering committee 
of strong LA license advocates needed to be 
put in place.  It is important to note that not all 
landscape architects were in support of securing 
a registration act and we needed to convince 
many to back the effort.  To achieve this goal, a 
Registration Committee of leaders in the LA 
community formed and the work was spread 
throughout the organization. 

This effort became a groundswell movement 
with the ILASLA continuing the pursuit of 
registration over multiple years. The two year 
chapter officer terms allowed active participa-
tion of presidents for 6 years on this committee 
providing continuity of the registration effort.

Language Changes to the Act
Initially, the Registration Committee intended 
the Act to be a “practice act” limiting the prac-
tice of landscape architects in Illinois to those 
who passed a uniform national exam thereby 
meeting requirements for expertise. This 
uniform national exam, developed and adminis-
tered by the Council of Landscape Architecture 
Boards (CLARB), was accepted throughout 
the country for testing landscape architects 
who met experience and education require-
ments.  As the registration efforts progressed, 
two realities emerged.

Allied professions and some practicing land-
scape architects were in opposition to any license 
law.  The American Nurseryman’s Association 

and the Illinois Landscape Contractors Associa-
tion have tremendous clout with legislators and 
it was important to find a compromise.  Out of 
fairness, it was decided that anyone engaged in 
the landscape industry would be allowed to reg-
ister as a Landscape Architect under a Grandfa-
ther Clause which permitted open registration 
for 2 years after passage of the act.

The second concession in the law evolved 
primarily to appease architects, engineers, and 
associated professionals. This concession meant 
that the Registration Committee agreed to only 
pursue a Title Act and not a Practice Act.  

The result of this process ended in the success-
ful passage of the Illinois Landscape Architecture 
Licensing Act of 1989.  The process strengthened 
the ILASLA Chapter both financially and 
socially.  Many old programs were improved, 
new membership activities added, and some 
outdated activities were dropped.  The Title Act 
creates an awareness of the practice of landscape 
architecture, differentiating it from contracting 
and design/build practices which have different 
licensing criteria.  

Following passage of the Illinois Landscape 
Architecture Licensing Act of 1989, it became 
necessary to create a State of Illinois Depart-
ment of Regulation Landscape Architecture 
Registration Board to administer the law.  It 
took a full year to seat a board and promulgate 
rules for administration so implementation was 
not until 1991.  Four landscape architects plus 
one non-landscape architect comprised the first 
board. Serving on the original Board were Jim 
Gamble; Gary Kessler, Chair; Terry Ryan, Gary 
Bollier; Dan Baechle (attorney with DCFS as 
citizen participant).  Due to issues with state 

By James C. Gamble // President of Land Design Collaborative, Inc. | Introduction by Jerrold Soesbe // University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

1990 – 1991 
Membership advocacy strong, plans for 
National ASLA convention in Chicago, 

Creation of the Registration Board occurs 
with implementation of the LA Board in 1991.  
Bob Zolomij, President; Gary Kessler, VP (and 
Chair of LA Licensing Board); Sue Jacobson, 

Immediate Past Pres.  

1992 – 1995 
Chapter membership stays strong, Gary 
Kessler, President; Steven Halberg, VP; 
Robert Zolomij, immediate Past Pres. 

1988 – 1989 
Membership continues to grow, registration 
effort continues with last ditch negotiations 
with green industry as momentum grows for 
passage of the Registration Bill. Passage in 
1989 of the Illinois Landscape Architecture 

Licensing Act of 1989. Sue Jacobson, 
President, Bob Zolomij, VP; Jim Ash, 

Immediate Past Pres.  

JIM GAMBLE: Chapter President and Chair and 
founder of the Registration Committee provided 
6 years of continuity of efforts with Chapter 
leaders, members, lobbyists, and fund raising. 
Jim’s involvement began in 1982 when as Vice 
President/President Elect, under Mark Hunner, 
they shared the common goal to achieve IL 
LA registration.  Note, at that time Chapter 
officers served 2 year terms which was helpful in 
sustaining a pursuit for registration.

PAUL HANDING: Perkins and Will Architects LA 
was very effective on the Architects/Engineers 
Council where he served for many years.  The AE 
Council would not formally recognize Landscape 
Architects by allowing us a voting seat on the 
Council, but they did allow attendance and 
participation at their meetings.  Their lobbyist, 
Sherry Norvell, knew John Cook and provided us 
insight into the temperament of the A/E Council 
relative to registration. 

TERRY RYAN: Terry was invaluable in reading 
the mood of legislators and aided in selecting our 
lobbyist, Dan Pierce.  Terry also headed up some 
fund raising activities with the invaluable help of 
Jerry Milewski and Dan Wanzung.

GARY KESSLER AND JIM ASH: Both served on 
the Registration Committee to help with U of I and 
downstate member involvement.  Jim and Gary 
both became Chapter Presidents and Gary served 
on the State of IL LA Registration Board and was 
the first Board Chair.

BOB ZOLOMIJ: Bob was Jim’s partner at LDC and 
was part of that firm’s commitment to the success 
of licensure. Bob was a liaison with prior students, 
in Design/Build (ILCA), the University, and he was 
poised strategically to become President of ILASLA.

MARK HUNNER AND JOHN COOK: Both served 
on the Registration Committee.  Mark coordinated 
with American Association of Nurseryman and 
ILCA.  John had insights from previous efforts as 
well as excellent contacts in the legislature and 
with the architects and engineers lobbyist.

Registration  
Committee Members:
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government, many of us stayed on the Board 
for 10 years, the maximum allowed.  Board 
members were involved in actions with the 
State’s attorney investigating grievances with the 
law.  Demonstrating a need to protect the public 
health, safety, and welfare is necessary in order 
to survive a state sunset review.   

2008 Chapter Licensure 
Efforts: 2008 JCG Presidency
In 2007, Brian Hopkins asked Jim Gamble to 
run for Vice President/President Elect and serve 
with Ann Viger when the Chapter attempted 
upgrading the LA Title Act to a Practice Act.  
Timing for the upgrade was chosen partly be-
cause the Landscape Architecture Act was under 
threat of being Sunset under State of Illinois 
Sunset legislation in an effort to save money by 
eliminating unneeded registration boards.

Brian established much of the liaison and sup-
port and we had meetings with the lobbyist and 
legislators in Springfield and submitted revised 
language which the lobbyist negotiated with 
other design professionals.  Heath Wright and 
Jeff Mitchell were also helpful members aiding 
the effort.  Zale Glauberman and Mike Kreloff 
were the Chapter lobbyists and well connected 

at the State.  Funding, always an issue, was not 
as critical as before; John Harris with a5 was 
very helpful in this regard.  Landscape Archi-
tects came to the support of various legislators 
by attending their campaign fundraisers.  Julia 
Lent from ASLA national assisted the Chapter 
with her legal expertise.

Brian Hopkins and others organized grass roots 
involvement from chapter members in the 2008 
effort with member support surpassing that of 
1989.  Two important factors were the size of 
ILASLA-- our chapter had grown in member-
ship and income over the years-- and that the 
national ASLA had by that time recognized 
the need to support each state’s licensure and 
advocacy efforts.

Unfortunately, during joint meetings with ILCA 
and ANA there was no acceptance of the change 
to a Practice Act by the associated industries and 
the other design professionals.  Due to the threat 
of Sunset legislation, opposition from nursery-
man, ILCA and other design professionals, and 
negative feedback from legislators, the effort 
was stopped.  Instead, ILASLA decided to work 
to sustain and strengthen the Title Act and to 
require a registration stamp/seal be on work.

 
 

JAMES C. GAMBLE, ASLA,President of Land 
Design Collaborative, Inc., an LA firm celebrating 
its 28th year in 2014. Jim has CLARB Certifica-
tion and is a licensed Landscape Architect in Ohio, 
Illinois, and Indiana. He has served on the Illinois 
Department of Regulation Landscape Architecture 
Registration Board and on the Illinois Chapter 
ASLA Executive Committee, holding all chapter 
offices including two terms as Chapter President.   
Jim is committed to collaborations among landscape 
architects and other design professionals and assisted 
in founding Evanston’s recycling and public  
arts programs.
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Highlighted by growth, updated regulations, education, and engagement,  
the Illinois Chapter made great strides in 2014.
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From where I sit today, 45 years after 
receiving a degree in landscape 
architecture, I find myself reflect-

ing on the professional journey. Over 
the course of a meaningful career, I have 
learned that we cannot design in a vacuum. 
We need to understand how techniques 
and strategies change and the implications 
of those changes over time.

I began my professional exploration in 
what to today may be considered an un-
conventional manner. At thirteen, I began 
working for a retired New York City 
policemen-turned nurseryman, which is 
where I first learned about plants. My boss 
was a perfectionist and introduced me to 
the cultivation, growing, harvesting, and 
marketing of quality plant material.

In the early phases of my career, I met 
folks from Hicks and Martin Viette’s 
Nurseries, who followed old school 
traditions and knew the right way to do 
things. The sixties and seventies were a 
simpler time, the nursery industry had 

not yet mechanized and plant people 
were revered for their knowledge. The 
perennial business had not yet exploded 
on the scene. Plant lists were simpler, and 
consisted of trees, shrubs, and lawns. There 
were limited container grown materials, no 
huge annual business, no perennial grasses, 
no tissue culture and no big box home 
improvement stores. Almost all nursery 
material was hand dug and came from re-
gional nurseries where digging and balling 
plants was an art form.

In 1968, I joined M. Paul Friedberg’s 
office, hired because I knew plant material. 
I drove around tagging plants with Chet 
Halka, gleaning his wisdom and knowl-
edge. If he didn’t like the way a tree looked 
he would saw it down on the spot. I also 
had the pleasure of working with Clara 
Coffey, a landscape architect and knowl-
edgeable plants-woman who freely shared 
techniques for designing intimate garden 
spaces. New York was in the infancy of a 
new playground movement, and we were 

all at the beginning of the modern land-
scape architecture movement.

In the seventies, I relocated to Chicago 
to work with CF Murphy, where I was 
involved with the William Center Green 
Project in Tulsa, Oklahoma. It was one 
of the first “on structure” projects, a new 
prototype. We were designing with limited 
experience. Waterproofing was transition-
ing from pitch to new materials, many of 
which, unfortunately, did not last. Forty 
years later, we’re tearing up roof gardens 
not because the plantings failed, but 
because the waterproofing failed. 

I also worked at SOM, where I met James 
Urban, FASLA, and we hatched a more 
scientific approach to landscape architec-
ture. In the early seventies when I started 
my own business in Chicago, there were 
few firms focused purely on landscape 
architecture. Most firms were design/build 
and landscape design was a giveaway, part 
of the overall project budget. During this 
time, soil mixes changed, plant techniques 

Looking Back
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changed, and the nursery industry became 
mechanized. More recently, I have focused 
attention on the continuum of how plants are 
raised, harvested, planted and maintained and 
how that impacts design potential.

I have always tried to focus on the big picture. 
For me, it was never only about the design, 
but about the long game, the way things were 
constructed and endured. Unfortunately, many 
projects today are not built for the long term. 
We have in many ways become exterior deco-
rators; our designs are whims of the moment. 
I am happiest when I collaborate with people 
I respect, other professionals who bring ideas 
to the table and together we craft solutions. 
We learn from each other, share ideas and 
thoughts-a true crucible of creativity.

Over time, we have seen projects that work, 
and, sadly, others that don’t. The process of re-
flection is the ability to understand success and 
failure, a process of determining the problem 
and how to fix it or, at the very least, to change 
how things are done in the future. Looking at 
things this way allows us to understand the 
connectivity of what we do..

BERNARD JACOBS,  FASLA

WORKIVA CAMPUS



What do you get out of joining 
Illinois ASLA?
By becoming a member of ASLA, you’ll join over 18,000 other 
landscape architecture professionals - throughout all 50 U.S. 
states, U.S. territories, and 68 countries around the world! As 
a member of the Illinois Chapter, you’ll receive our monthly 
email newsletter, Dispatch, our quarterly journal, Elevation, 
and our annual awards book, folio, and be invited to numerous 
professional events throughout the state all year ‘round.
www.il-asla.org

P.O. Box 4566, Oak Brook, IL 60522
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