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CHAPTER LEADERSHIP DINNER
BRAD MCCAULEY

RECENT CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS

Over forty ILASLA Fellows, Past Presidents and Trustees, and the current Executive 
Committee stepped away from their projects on Thursday, May 28th, to take part in 
a groundbreaking new event.  The Inaugural “Leadership Dinner” was just an idea 
put on the table by our Executive Director Susan Ragaishis last year, but after the 
unprecedented success of the sponsorship team, the organization was compelled to 
make it a reality.

A special thanks goes out to our two premiere sponsors, Landscape Forms and Unilock. 
When the opportunity arose to underwrite this monumental occasion, both immediately 
responded with a resounding yes, eliminating any need to finance the event with 
membership dues or a marketing campaign.  As a part of the opening remarks, both 
organizations were able to share their roots within the field of Landscape Architecture 
and their support for the betterment of the Chapter.

Following introductions and opening remarks, the group was able to sink into the main 
goals for this momentous gathering of leaders, which included... 

On May 28, 2015, ILASLA Fellow, Past Presidents, Trustees and current Board Members met for 
the 2015 Inaugural Leadership Dinner, sponsored by Landscape Forms and Unilock.  Attendees 
discussed the role of a leader in the Illinois landscape architecture field and the future of ILASLA.

(Front Row, L-R) David J. Yocca, FASLA, James C. Gamble, ASLA,  John R. Cook, III, ASLA, 
Mark B. Hunner, FASLA, Joseph P. Karr, FASLA, Susan L. B. Jacobson, FASLA; (2nd Row, 
L-R), Susan  Ragaishis, Affiliate ASLA, Keven L. Graham, ASLA, Darrell E. Garrison, ASLA, 
Bradley McCauley, ASLA,  Ernest C. Wong, FASLA, Amy E. Olson, ASLA, Terry W. Ryan, FASLA, 
Bernard P. Jacobs, FASLA, Carrie E. Woleben-Meade, ASLA, Erin E. Fiegel, ASLA, Theresa 
Guen-Murray, FASLA,,  Jenna  Whalen, ASLA, Cynthia  Anderson, ASLA; (Last Row, L-R), Alan  
Watkins, ASLA, Jennifer  Woods, Affiliate ASLA, Eric Swanson,  Affiliate ASLA, J. Christopher  
Lannert, ASLA, Rob  Reuland, ASLA, Gregory B. Stevens, ASLA, Bradley V. Swanson, ASLA, 
Renee E. TeVogt, Associate ASLA, Deirdre E. Toner, Affiliate ASLA, Steven M. Halberg, ASLA, 
Tom Tyler (Not Pictured: Christopher M. Gent, ASLA, Kyle Trippeer)

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

CONTINUE ON PAGE 3
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JARED GREEN
“People now want to be comfortable when they sit on a bench,” said Erik Prince, ASLA, Stoss Landscape Urbanism, in a 
session on urban furniture at the 2013 ASLA Annual Meeting in Boston. “It’s no longer about making benches uncomfortable 
for vagrants and the homeless.” In a tour of the humble public bench’s past — and its potential future — Prince, along 
with Jane Hutton, assistant professor of landscape architecture, Harvard University, and architect Robyne Kassen, Urban 
Movement Design, explained how a shift in public furniture design may reflect broader societal changes and could be 
leading us towards healthier, more inclusive public spaces.

Prince said some contemporary benches, like the one Stoss just hand-designed and fabricated for The Plaza at Harvard 
University, provide a “new organization of social space” (see image above). These “more ergonomic” benches allow for 
“multiple functions, like stretching, playing, and lounging.” These new functions are only made possible through a revolution 
in design practices, like 3D modeling and fabrication. Some of these new benches are designed to be inherently flexible, 
with “changeable forms” that can create a “new sense of community.”

The History of Public Furniture

Hutton said the many types of benches throughout history have offered unique ways of sitting and interacting with the 
surrounding environment. “Different materials and inclines generate different social realities.” Benches can either be “solitary 
or social, exclusive or inclusive.” While they are often “invisible in the landscape,” public benches are actually central to our 
appreciation of landscapes, as they “organize the scope and our scoping strategy.”

In the 14th century, Tuscan civic benches were built into plazas, enabling small public spaces to form for “theatrical or tribunal 
purposes.” These benches helped “convey the sense of civic action and stimulated popular use.” They were about half a meter 
wide, so you couldn’t sleep on them. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, communities started creating the “rustic twig bench,” which reflected a “transcendental, natural 
philosophy.” As an example, “crude” benches in Central Park, NYC, worked with a “pastoral ideology.”
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THE HUMBLE PUBLIC BENCH BECOMES COMFORTABLE, INCLUSIVE, AND HEALTHY
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The Plaza bench / Stoss Landscape Urbanism

www.bartlett.com
1-877-BARTLETT

Let Bartlett make history on your properties.

The Trees & President Lincoln 

It was our chance to honor a great U.S. president. With 2015 being the sesquicentennial of 
President Lincoln’s assassination, Springfield’s Oak Ridge Cemetery, where the president is 
buried, prepared for an elaborate re-enactment of his funeral. It needed help with its trees, 
many of them “witness trees,” present during his funeral. Seventeen Bartlett arborists trav-
eled to Springfield for a day of service. While our donation was worth thousands of dollars, 
what we received was inestimable. It was a day we won’t forget. 

MEET OUR SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT



1) Honoring the past and path that led the Chapter to where it is today; 2) Acknowledging 
the present by discussing current affairs and sharing the efforts the Chapter is currently 
undertaking to advocate for our profession and members; And 3) determine what 
hurdles lie ahead and lay out a framework plan for the future of the Chapter.

Trustee Keven Graham joined me to honor the past by welcoming our esteemed guests 
which included the Executive Committee, past presidents and trustees, and ASLA Fellows 
Terry Guen, Mark Hunner, Bernie Jacobs, Susan Jacobson, Joseph Karr, Terry Ryan, 
Ernie Wong, and David Yocca. This group discussed the need to continue to research 
and document the history of the Chapter so that we can show the long standing efforts 
of the leadership and expedite future endeavors within our state. The group continued 
to note the need for past leadership to stay involved and a challenge was placed on all 
attendees to become mentors to emerging professionals as they, one day, will be leading 
this forum.

To acknowledge the present, both Keven and I had the privilege of sharing the current 
efforts the Chapter is making on major issues such as advocacy...
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MEET OUR RECENT FELLOWS

MEET OUR VISTA SPONSORS

Keven Graham Richard C. Bumstead
Planning Resources

Wheaton, Illinois
The University of Chicago

Chicago, Illinois

Keven Graham, of Planning Resources, received his 
nomination for Service, from the Illinois Chapter. Graham’s 
volunteer efforts on the local, regional and national level 
have had a positive effect on the landscape architecture 
profession for 20 years. His active participation in SITES™, 
DuPage Habitat for Humanity, USGBC Greenbuild, the 
U.S. General Services Administration, Illinois Park and 
Recreation Association and ASLA activities has also 
magnified public awareness, which shapes the profession 
as a whole. He was instrumental in the expansion of the 
sustainable sites section within the LEED rating system. 
And he initiated and developed the Design and Professional 
Practice Network. He has long promoted the benefits of 
ASLA membership. His leadership of the Illinois Chapter 
and passion for the profession are inspirational. His work 
has significantly improved the chapter and the position it 
holds as a recognized and respected voice of the profession.

Richard Bumstead, of the University of Chicago, received his 
nomination, for Leadership/Management, from the Illinois 
Chapter. Stewardship embodies preservation, restoration, 
maintenance and oversight. Bumstead’s 32-year stewardship 
of the University of Chicago campus in turn supports the 
overall mission of the institution’s teaching and research. He 
develops positive public awareness for the vital contributions 
landscapes provide, which results in appropriate maintenance, 
adequate funding and capital investment, environmental 
practices and asset management. As a result, other institutions 
have re-examined their own environments and practices, 
which enhances the role landscape has on the overall campus 
experience in attracting prospective students, and promoting 
faculty, staff, student and community collegiality. Through 
Bumstead’s leadership and stewardship, the university is 
consistently listed as one of the nation’s most beautiful 
campuses, and its landscape is especially noted in travel articles 
that highlight the surrounding neighborhood of Hyde Park.

CONTINUE ON PAGE 4

LEADERSHIP DINNER CONTINUED
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LEADERSHIP DINNER CONTINUED
planning for the Annual Meeting and Expo, and aiding our members in the new continuing education requirements which 
are due by August of this year.

Keven took the lead to discuss Advocacy by facilitating a conversation on the sun setting of our current Title Act and need to 
determine as a Chapter what action, if any, should be taken. The group responded with a resounding “YES, we need to take 
action and we need to upgrade from a Title Act to a Practice Act”. With that response it was decided that a group would be 
formed to begin strategizing our efforts and coordinating more direct advocacy throughout the state. As this develops, I can 
assure you more information will be available for members to participate!

To share the ongoing work for the Annual Meeting and Expo, the Chapter event Co-Chairs, Erin Fiegel (Past President) and 
Alan Watkins (Secretary), shared information on our Chapter’s three main contributions to the event: The Host Chapter 
Booth, the Legacy Project, and the Field Sessions. The group was thrilled to hear about the progress of the 50+ volunteers and 
to see the framework for what should be a record event when the Landscape Architecture World comes to Chicago this Fall!

To discuss the approaching continuing education requirements for licensure, we were happy to share the uncompromising 
efforts our Education Chair Kenon Boehm has put forth to provide CE opportunities to our members, with the help of 
our Celebration Chair Deirdre Toner and generous sponsorship by Bartlett Tree Experts. For those of you that attended 
Celebration+ this Spring, you noticed that there now are field sessions as well as education sessions which provided up to 5 
CE’s for attendees. Kenon has worked with all of our committee chairs to ensure opportunities like this are available at all of 
our events to provide a minimum of 12 hours per year, meeting the two year 24 hour requirement. The group was thrilled to 
see the rapid integration into Chapter operations and noted the need to make both members and non-members aware of this 
opportunity and benefit to being a member!

To close the evening, the floor was opened for all attendees 
to discuss the future of the organization and ways we as 
a Chapter can remain relevant to our members, and as a 
profession, remain relevant to our communities. Several great 
ideas were shared such as get RE-involved with municipal 
governments; Find new media outlets to announce what we do 
as a profession; Share the SITES Initiatives and benefits well 
designed landscapes provide; Acknowledge our involvement 
in infrastructure and increase awareness on green practices; 
Embrace the youth in our industry and share the breadth of 
knowledge we as leaders have so they are armed with the tools 
they need to succeed; Explore the private sector in light of the 
State of Illinois’ budget issues; Remind communities of our 
core mission to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 
public;...

All of which are great ideas, but the biggest take away from the 
evening was the need to build, and continue our momentum! 
Without follow-through on action items or a desire as an 
organization to grow, the momentum created over the past 
year and at this event will be moot.

The group left determined to follow-through and reengage 
with the organization, leaving me and the executive committee 
energized to tackle the tasks at hand! Hopefully you too will 
feel inspired to join in our efforts upon reading this and as the 
ideas of this forum come to fruition!

Respectfully - Brad McCauley



VISTAJULY
2015

info@il-asla.org P.O. Box 4566
Oakbrook, IL 60522 630.833.4516

PUBLIC BENCHES CONTINUED

http://dirt.asla.org/2013/12/18/the-humble-public-bench-becomes-comfortable-inclusive-and-healthy/

In the 19th and 20th centuries, garden chairs started to be mass produced. Carved wood chairs, which were never comfortable, were 
now made out of iron, with “intricate plant and animal motifs.” Hutton said these were “very uncomfortable,” largely because they 
were meant to be “show seats when not occupied.”

In the 1860s, the first comfortable, mass-produced, iron garden chair was created, along with a low-cost folding chair, which 
was iconic in the military arena and also featured prominently among colonizers in Africa and Asia. These light-weight garden or 
foldable chairs were soon available for rent in public parks. In the gardens of Versailles, there was a garden chair with a fold-able 
back.The Central Park settee, one of the first designed, stationary public benches, was made with a mix of iron handles with wood 
slats. “It was just under relaxing,” Hutton added. From then, there was a proliferation of “benches in street furniture.” None were 
particularly comfortable because then the thought was “you should hold your own posture, not rely on the chair.”

In the 20th century, there were experiments about the human figure and ideal reclining positions. Furniture studios examined 
“free-form ergonomics,” exploring how a mix of “rigid and contoured” cement and fiberglass could be created to create an ideal 
form. This era led to some of the “iconic chaise lounges” that populated Garrett Eckbo’s “modern landscapes for living.” Marcel 
Breuer created his famous lounge recliner. Later, Panton explored the use of plastics. “These were for play and pleasure.”

For a period of time, public benches were purposefully made uncomfortable in order to deter unwanted elements. “They were 
defensive or deterrent furnishings.” But today, Hutton said, the shift is towards more comfortable and relaxing public furniture, 
which even enable “splaying in public,” a posture once only allowed in the “medical or residential spheres.” There’s now a potential 
for “new positions in public spaces.”

Ergonomic Positions Made Possible by New Technology

With 3D modeling and fabrication, new possibilities like Stoss’ benches for Harvard are now possible. The bench, Prince said has 
“numerable, inter-changeable seating positions,” which were mapped out using the software program Rhino, with a Grasshopper 
add-on. “We use parametric modeling tools.”

There are 17 benches, made up of 7 types, each with similar ergonomically-sound geometries. Some have high backs, some have low. 
Some are upright, while others are low-to-the ground. Prince said Stoss “applied rules to the types.” Each bench type was created as 
a 1-to-1 prototype to “incredible precision” using advanced fabrication technologies. Getting all the joints to meet properly required 
an incredible attention to detail.

The wood used was found in one of Harvard’s depots. Leftover from a new Renzo Piano-designed building, the “temple-grade cedar 
wood” was Alaskan first-growth forest wood. While he said they would never usually use wood like this, it was local sourcing of 
reusable materials in this instance.

The Bench That Boosts Your Health

Robyne Kassen, an architect and yoga instructor, said a bench or chair changes your body as you sit in it. She said we are “constantly 
becoming our bodies,” so a chair or bench has significant impact. Sitting at a computer all day long — and not getting up to move 
around — is the health equivalent to smoking a pack of cigarettes a day. Spending all that time in one position is particularly 
dangerous, given we are “always training our bodies and they are becoming. We are the filters through which we experience the 
world.”

Our nervous system — a key part of how our bodies experience the world — is also taxed all day long. Blinking, loud signage affects 
our nervous systems. Too much. Too much stress from the built environment can damage our sympathetic systems’ flight or fight 
response. Our para-sympathetic system, which enables relax and release, can then get out of balance, causing illnesses. To maintain 
health and well-being, “we must nourish our para-sympathetic system,” which she said involves sitting at your “zero point” for a 
period of time during the day.

To enable the public to reach their zero point more often, Kassen and her team created Unire/Unite, an installation in a plaza 
near the new MAXXI Museum in Rome. The plaza’s benches are made of wood frames covered in “concrete canvas,” a special 
material that has concrete on the inside and canvas on the outside. The material was invented to help with water conveyance in 
infrastructure projects.

The installation features an “infinity system,” which enables visitors to take on a variety of body positions and do yoga-inspired 
exercises meant to “activate, strengthen, cleanse, and balance the mind and body.” Here’s Kassen’s zero point: 

The plaza was purposefully designed to be accessible to everyone, with pathways of recycled rubber and low access points that 
enable even visitors in a wheelchair to transfer to the edge of the benches. “This landscape, play, park, space enables 66 different 
positions,” said Kassen.

In contrast with the 14th-century Tuscan plaza-bench or the purposefully-uncomfortable iron garden chair, these zero-point-
inducing benches clearly reflect today’s obsessions with comfort, technology, health and well-being.


