
 

   
 

 

 

Dr. William (Bill) Sullivan, ASLA, is an accomplished 

Landscape Architect and Professor at the University of Illinois where he currently 
is head of the Department of Landscape Architecture. Over his career he has also 
taught at Kansas State University and University of Michigan. He has worked 
tirelessly on research to explore the ways urban design impacts human health 
and well- being. He is active in multiple associations and organizations, his most 
notable being, the ASLA, Environmental Design Research Association, the Council 
of Educators in Landscape Architectures, a Senior Fellow at the National Council 

for Science and the Environment, non-profit reDirect, a board member of the University YMCA, and a 
member of Education Justice Project. Dr. Sullivan has a strong passion and an accomplished career of 
increasing understanding within the profession and in the role of Landscape Architects in the future.  
 

 

Vaughn Rinner, FASLA, PLA, FASLA, SITES AP 
is known and respected as an articulate, diplomatic, and credible spokesperson for the profession 
of landscape architecture. A pragmatic visionary, she combines the abilities to listen, synthesize, 
and facilitate with the insight to move forward and take action. Her leadership style is 
collaborative, demonstrating her firm belief that we must work together to support the growth 
and future of the profession. 
 

A graduate of Iowa State University, Rinner has worked for 40 years in both small landscape 
architectural firms and as a partner in interdisciplinary firms. Her management of a wide 

variety of project types has given her a broad understanding of the issues landscape architects face in both private 
and public practice. 

 

Rinner’s sustained involvement in ASLA has been an integral part of her landscape architecture practice. She 
completed a term as Vice President for Finance and Investments after serving as chair of the Finance and Audit 
Committees, helping to lead the Society through challenging financial times. She has actively served on other 
national committees, chaired the Professional Practice Network Council, and participated in multiple licensure and 
advocacy summits. Her ongoing chapter involvement includes service as chair of various committees as well as 
treasurer, president, and trustee of the Virginia Chapter. Since relocating to Seattle, she is leading the advocacy 
efforts for the Washington Chapter. In acknowledgment of her dedicated service to the Society she was honored 
to receive the 2014 ASLA President’s Medal. 

 
Rinner has supported the profession in many other ways. She continues to engage with university programs 
through mentorship, critiques, design charrettes, and professional practice classes. She served eight years on the 
Virginia licensing board and was active in CLARB throughout her tenure. She has also been a leader in related 
organizations, including the Virginia Urban Forest Council, the ULI Hampton Roads District Council, and the Council 
for New Urbanism. Her community leadership was recognized in 2012 by her receipt of a Hampton Roads Women 
in Business Achievement Award. In all of these roles, Rinner has worked to increase public understanding of the 
scope of landscape architectural practice. 



 

 
 

Education Sessions 

 
Landscapes and Human Health - Dr. William Sullivan, ASLA (1 CEU) 

The conditions of modern living (work and life pressures) threaten the health and wellbeing of millions of 

Americans. There is mounting evidence, however, that exposure to places that include access to green 

infrastructure and other forms of nature can reduce the symptoms of stress and promote recovery from 

mental fatigue. Some of the research has produced startling results: individuals who have more exposure 

to urban nature live longer, are less likely to produce low-birth-weight babies and engage in less 

aggression and violence. Sullivan considers these recent findings and discusses the implications for, and 

importance of, having everyday contact with nature. 
 

 
Climate Change and Resilience: The Landscape Architects Role - Vaughn Rinner, FASLA,  
(1 CEU) 
 
The impacts of rapid climate change are apparent in every type of environment around the world. 

Landscape architects must be leaders, helping to address a range of climate change impacts on both the 

natural and built environments. In 2017 the ASLA convened an interdisciplinary panel of experts for the 

specific purpose of developing policy recommendations that will help to make our communities, from rural 

to urban, more resilient to climate change. Vaughn will discuss the outcomes of this meeting and the 

panel’s subsequent work on a policy report that will help communities understand that there is a path to a 

positive future.   

 
Round Table (1 CEU) - Dr. William Sullivan, ASLA and Vaughn Rinner, FASLA 
 
What is the Landscape Architect’s role nationally, statewide, and locally and how do we as professionals 
see our role moving forward with health, policy, and climate change?  It should be a lively discussion 
before we conclude the day with our celebration! 

 


