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Waubonsie Creek was surrounded by urban development on all sides 
when it was first targeted for ecological protection more than 35 years 
ago. As suburban sprawl encroached westward from Chicago, the  
Planning and Development Department of the Fox Valley Park District 
identified the importance in preserving this sparkling waterway that 
flows through prairie lands and natural settings along its banks before 
emptying into the Fox River.

The Waubonsie Creek Greenway Plan was subsequently launched 
to put protections in place amid rapid home-building and the 
proliferation of subdivisions. The plan was comprised of two 
components: land acquisition and the development of facilities that 
would enhance enjoyment in a natural setting. A linear, watershed 
park was envisioned that would create a winding ribbon of parks and 
lakes along the creek’s corridor. Due to a law passed at the time to aid 
land preservation, the Fox Valley Park District was able to secure land 
in fast-growing areas before developers inflated the price. Visionary 
planners laid the groundwork for preservation and park development 

in an area that would soon be densely inhabited, resulting in a three-
mile-long swath of protected greenway in a fast developing area of  
DuPage, Kane and Will counties. 

Land acquisition efforts continued successfully, expanding the 
greenway all the way to Waubonsie Creek’s headwaters at Spring  
Lake Park, the first of several parks developed along the greenway.  
The challenge facing the Fox Valley Park District’s landscape 
architects was to strike a balance that would blend the preservation 
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design, construction management  
and landscape architecture. 
www.chicagocareerday.org

nettelhorst school, a dynamic pk-8th 
grade Cps school, is looking for a 
creative volunteer to project manage the 
development of their outdoor classroom 
spaces. A conceptual design has been 
developed with teacher and parent  
input which now needs to be taken  
to the next level and carried through  
the construction process. if interested, 
contact Jacqueline edelberg at 
jacqueline@howtowalktoschool.com

Join mayors and elected officials,  
city managers, public works directors, 
planners, developers, engineers, 
architects, landscape architects, 
builders – and many others interested in 
sustainable development at Greentown: 
the future of Community in Chicago at 
Columbia College on october 14, 2010. 
Greentown will showcase national and 
local leaders who are at the forefront in 
sustainable urbanism, transit-oriented 
development, brownfield and riverfront 
redevelopment, green building, 
renewable energy, municipal food scrap 
recycling, zero waste schools, local food 
systems and more. Greentown offers 
continuing education credits for 
landscape architects. 
www.greentownconference.com 

news:
in response to member requests, 
ilAslA is revamping the 2010 
ilAslA Annual Awards program and 
Celebration event. the Awards 
Committee is working in collaboration 
with the marketing Committee and  
a5 inc. to provide more exposure to the 
landscape architecture profession and 
create a first-class event for members, 
clients and allied professionals. the 
timing of the event is being aligned with 
landscape Architecture month in April. 
submittals are due october 15, 2010. 
www.il-asla.org
 
the award-winning Greenbuild 
international Conference and expo, 
the world’s largest conference and 
trade show dedicated to green building, 
will be held in Chicago from november 
17 to 19, 2010. Join the nearly 30,000 
members of the green building 
community at this year’s conference, 
which will feature more than 2,000 
green building exhibits and 
presentations by hundreds of business, 
environmental and social leaders. 
www.greenbuildexpo.org

the Consortium for design and 
Construction Careers is sponsoring the 
Chicago Architecture + design College 
day 2010 on the illinois institute of 
technology (iit) Campus on saturday, 
october 16, 2010 from 10 am to  
2:30 pm. this is a free event open  
to high school and college students, 
parents, teachers and counselors 
interested in learning more about 
careers in architecture, interior  
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After participating in Lobby Day 
2010 in Washington DC on 
behalf of our Illinois Chapter and 
all landscape architects, I realize 
that many people really do not 
know what we do and the 
breadth of services we provide. 

Perceptions were along the lines of “you design 
and landscape people’s homes, right?!” Yes, we 

do, but, as landscape architects, we do so much 
more. We design spaces for people’s use and 
interaction while considering the health, safety 
and welfare of the users, the environment and 
the sustainability of a project. We are earth 
artists and our palette is the brick, stone, wood 
and plants with which we transform and 
reshape space to create inviting places. So how 
do we, as individual landscape architects, 
spread the word? Everyone I touch, either 
through my children and their friends, church, 
the neighborhood walks, the boards I sit on, 
and my work, know that, when asked about 
what I do as a landscape architect, I respond 

from the ChApter president
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In 2001 a group of landscape architects, on 
behalf of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA), began discussions with the 
United States Green Building Council (USGBC) 
regarding the question of why LEEDTM did not 
go further in recognizing the benefits of a site’s 
landscape in the sustainable market place. This 
discussion quickly turned to “How?” How can 
we evaluate a site’s landscape, or a landscape that 
has differing regional values, purpose, and is 
vastly different in function? How do we evaluate 
a landscape that is constantly changing? With 
these questions and challenges, work began to 
look at how a program could be established that 

evaluates the landscape for its level of 
sustainability, and quantifies its value 
environmentally, socially, and economically. 
landscape architects have been providing a range 
of these services and creating landscapes that  
are environmentally based for many years. 
Historically, there have been good examples  
of developments based on what we now define  
as sustainable or green design. Yet, there was  
no recognized program that determined or 
established benchmarks for the outdoor site and 
its functions as LEED™ does for the building.

The Sustainable Sites Initiative – SITESTM :
Transforming Land Development to Create  
Sustainable Landscapes

views:

keVen GrAhAm, AslA 
plAnninG resourCes inC.

The Sustainable Sites Initiative (SITES™) is an 
interdisciplinary partnership led by ASLA, the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and the 
U.S. Botanic Gardens. With the stated mission to 
transform land development and management 
practices to create a sustainable landscape, 
SITES™ moves beyond a do-no-harm approach. 
The move is a paradigm shift from a preservation 
focus to a regenerative focus. It is based on the 
premise that human beings are a part of the rest  
of nature (rather than apart from), and fully 
dependent on the services that natural  
systems provide. 

What does a sustainable site look like? The vision 
of a sustainable site as defined in SITES™ is one 
that is: climate positive, water positive, material 
up-cycling, thriving in bio-diversity, adaptive to 
management and maintenance, and monitored.

From the beginning, SITES™ was envisioned to 
provide guidance for projects with or without 
buildings. These applications are for projects of 
all types and sizes such as parks, recreation 
facilities, streetscapes, campuses and multi-
building complexes. With the popularity of being 
green or sustainable in the media and professional 
publications, there tends to be a natural prairie-
vision that has caught on. That said, does 
sustainability have to have a certain look? Yes, in 
some cases the look is being carried forward for 
marketing purposes so the general public says, “I 
get it.” But do they really get it? Do landscape 
architects really get it? Being green or sustainable 
is not a look or a style; it is the function and 
interaction of sites and the landscapes of the site. 
Sustainability and the core principle of SITES™ 
focus on ecosystem services. For a number of 
years, there has been research underway on the 
role and value of ecosystems. The Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, prepared in 2005, 
established that “ecosystems are critical to human 
well-being, to our health, our prosperity, our 
security, and to our social and cultural identity.” 
In addition, the connection of healthy eco-systems 
and economic performance/responsibility is 
taking hold in political conversations. ASLA 
continues to advocate for sustainability based on 
solutions in the forefront of political actions. 
SITES™ bases its focus on sustainability and the 
evaluation of sustainable systems on an ecosystem 

services platform. The credit areas fall into nine 
categories of focus consisting of site selection, 
pre-design assessment, hydrology, soil and 
vegetation, operations, materials, human health 
and well-being, construction, operations and 
maintenance, and monitoring and innovation. 

Current Work

Recently, the Sustainable Sites Initiative released 
selected Pilot Projects that will test the guidelines. 
These guidelines, based on a 250-point matrix, 
will evaluate the projects’ ability to comply with 
15 pre-requisites and achieve at least 100 credit 
points. Upon completion of the evaluation, 
projects will be certified and receive up to four 
stars based on the total points achieved.

Over 150 projects are participating in the Pilot 
Program that will run from June 2010 – June 
2012. These projects represent a diverse cross- 
section of project types, land uses and sizes. 

Project Types

• Open Space-Parks, Gardens, Arboretums
• Institutional/Education
• Commercial
• Residential
• Transportation/Streetscapes
• Government Complexes
• Mixed-Use
• Industrial

These projects include greyfield sites, brownfield 
sites, and greenfields with project sizes ranging 
less than one acre to more than 500 acres. 

The Pilot Projects, located in 34 U.S. states  
along with Canada, Iceland and Spain, will  
also provide us with a good cross-section of 
applications in diverse locations. Illinois is 
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sites™ moves beyond 
a do-no-harm approach to 
transform land development 
and management practices 
to create a sustainable 
landscape. 

from the beginning, sites™ 
was envisioned to provide 
guidance for projects with 
or without buildings. 
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fortunate to have 11 Pilot Projects selected 
covering open space, commercial developments, 
residential projects and projects at both The 
Morton Arboretum and Chicago Botanic 
Gardens. These Pilot Projects will consist  
of projects that have been constructed as well as 
projects that are to be constructed over the next 
two years. Projects will showcase restoration 
work, conservation, retrofits, and maintenance. 
Pilot Projects and their findings will be  
tracked on the Sustainable Sites web site at  

encouraged to incorporate these sustainable 
principles into their design. Work is ongoing 
with the USGBC on the SITES™ ultimate 
interaction with the popular LEED™ program. 
Additional information on the SITES™ program 
can be found at www.sustainablesites.org or by 
calling ASLA’s professional practice staff. 

Keven Graham, ASLA, is a Principal with 
Planning Resources Inc. in Wheaton, Illinois. A 
registered landscape architect in Illinois and 
Iowa, he has served the Illinois Chapter of ASLA 
in numerous positions, including President. He is 
also one of the founding officers of the ASLA 
Sustainable Design & Development professional 
practice network and continues to work with the 
development of the Sustainable Sites Initiative. 
kgraham@planres.com

www.sustainablesites.org. Recently, the  
City of Chicago has been added to the 
coordinating committee that will provide  
input on the direction and promotion of  
the SITES™ products. 

The Future

As findings and evaluation testing of the Pilot 
Projects move forward, landscape architects  
will be better positioned to look at the economic 
impact this will have on the landscape and 
bottom line for development. In addition, the 
profession will be able to look beyond the 
economics and more closely at the health benefits 
of the landscape, the ecosystems’ health and the 
human-kind benefits. The findings of the Pilot 
Projects will also allow Sustainable Sites 
Initiative stakeholders to step back and verify the 
intent and focus of the guidelines culminating in 
a final product, slated for released in 2013.  

Performance benchmarks and guidelines are 
available for implementation now. Projects are 

sitestm will enable 
landscape architects to 
look beyond economics 
and more closely at  
the health benefits of  
the landscape.

The Sustainable Sites Intitiative – SITESTM (from page 5)



The last time our country was in the midst of an economic downturn, 
our nation emerged on the other side with improvements to some of its 
most endeared treasures – our national parks, forests and recreation 
areas. Improvements to places such as the Grand Canyon, Shenandoah, 
Great Smoky Mountains and Sequoia National Parks allowed visitors 
better access to the wonders and splendors of these areas and upgraded 
amenities from which to enjoy them. While at The Ohio State University 
I was fortunate to have Jot D. Carpenter, FASLA, as a professor. Jot 
would passionately discuss with his students their commitment and 
responsibility to the environment and usually use his experiences in 
our national parks as examples. Jot’s recounting of his experiences in 
Glacier National Park and Yosemite, among others, was really my first 
exposure to our national parks system; from that moment on I have 
been captivated by their allure. One particular mantra that continually 
resonates in my ears is his statement that landscape architects should 
visit a national park once each year, something that my wife Laura and  
I try to accomplish.

In early 2006, Laura and I relocated to Truckee, California, located 
within the Tahoe National Forest area, to pursue job opportunities in 
mountain resort planning and design. Truckee is a small town of 15,000 
residents nestled in the High Sierras and is a gateway community to the 
cobalt blue waters of Lake Tahoe. Truckee’s location allows you access 
to the Pacific Crest Trail and some of our country’s most beautiful 
wilderness. Situated at an average water level of 6,225 feet above sea 

level (making it the highest lake of its size in the United States) and 
nestled among a pristine alpine environment, Lake Tahoe is an idyllic 
setting where the avid outdoorsmen has at their fingertips a multitude  
of pursuits from hiking to downhill skiing to mountain biking, all  
within the confines of the Tahoe National Forest.

Efforts are constant to protect the lake and its surrounding area and are 
a collaborative effort of an array of stakeholders ranging from residents 
to economists to landscape architects. Given its current state, it’s 
surprising that between 1870 and 1900, the forests of the basin were 
heavily logged for use in mine shafts at the nearby Comstock Silver 
Lode; today the forest is only approximately five percent old-growth. 
More than 80 million board-feet of timber and lumber were consumed 
annually on the Comstock Lode, and more than two million cords of 
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the last time our country was in the 
midst of an economic downturn, our 
nation emerged on the other side with 
improvements to some of its most 
endeared treasures – our national 
parks, forests and recreation areas.

Why our national parks matter  
now more than ever
By CrAiG sonCrAnt, AslA 
Wolff lAndsCApe ArChiteCture, inC. Emerald Bay at Lake Tahoe

(continued on page 8)
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wood were burned as fuel at the hoisting works and by the mills. Eliot 
Lord estimated in 1880 that the 600 million board-feet of lumber buried 
in the Comstock mines was enough to build a town of six-room houses 
for 150,000 people (Galloway 1947:101).

The recovery from the logging of the basin is amazing given the views 
today as you stand on the shore and gaze at the backdrop of snow-capped 
mountain peaks, towering pines and firs, and clear blue sky reflected in 
Tahoe’s waters. Despite the rebound, however, water clarity degradation 
has become a large concern with the amount of development occurring. 
In a description of Lake Tahoe by Mark Twain in Roughing It (1871), 
he states, “. . .The water was not merely transparent, but dazzlingly, 
brilliantly so.” Since measurements were first taken in the late 1950s, 
the growth of algae has increased about three-fold and the lake is losing 
an average of over one foot of clarity each year. Organizations like Keep 
Tahoe Blue and the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency work to raise 
awareness about this and other problems by offering opportunities for 
residents and visitors alike to learn how to help keep the lake as clear as 
possible. As a resident and a landscape architecture professional, I found 

my sense of responsibility increased and my daily habits altered in ways 
to lessen the impact on the lake. As an inhabitant of the area now living 
back in Chicago, I find myself continuing these efforts.

Living in California afforded access to a multitude of natural wonders. 
We had the opportunity to explore many areas outside the Tahoe basin. 
Time was spent hiking in the Redwood National and State Parks and 
along the Lost Coast in Humboldt County where its steep, rugged, 
ocean-side terrain precluded virtually all development from occurring. 
Perhaps the pinnacle of our time in California, though, was our first visit 
to Yosemite National Park. Growing up I did not have the opportunity 

to be one of those families who packed up the station wagon to drive 
across country and experience our national parks. As I have grown older 
I sometimes feel I have missed out on creating those memories and the 
ability to recall the experience of the national parks as a child. However, 
now as a landscape architecture professional, I understand the value of 
our park system and the magnitude of the importance to ensure they 
remain for perpetuity.

To address this and other issues, in 2005 the National Park Service and 
Yosemite National Park authored and published A Sense of Place - Design 
Guidelines for Yosemite Valley. Sense of Place is an architectural and 
landscape design-guidelines book developed by a team of architects, 
landscape architects and national park staff for Yosemite Valley, a world-
class park area undergoing constant change. The intent is to inform 
building and site development and rehabilitation efforts in order to  
retain a holistic and natural aesthetic within this cherished national  
park–an essential aspect of long-term preservation goals and 
contribution to visitor enjoyment of this national treasure. New or  
altered facilities should be designed to be compatible and respectful of 
the park setting, both natural and human-made.

The ultimate goal is to enhance the unique sense of place embodied 
by this extraordinary valley. Content was distilled from information 
gathered on field trips over the course of three years. The characteristics 
that constitute the appropriate design and rustic style of the park's 
architecture and the built environment were analyzed by the project 
team. Sketches and photographs illustrate key design points in building 
and landscape architecture. Content also encompasses natural-setting 
characteristics, including scenic views, vegetation, and natural systems 
and features. A historic overview on the park and its importance in the 
history of national park development, wilderness and scenic protection,  
as well as development of a design ethic in Yosemite, precedes the 
guidelines portion of the book (www.designingtheparks.org).

Why Our National Parks Matter Now More Than Ever (from page 7)

As a resident and a landscape architecture 
professional, i found my sense of responsibility 
increased and my daily habits altered in ways to 
lessen the impact on the lake. As an inhabitant 
of the area now living back in Chicago, i find 
myself continuing these efforts.

Squaw Valley in Lake Tahoe

i know in the future when we return to yosemite 
with our own family, we will be able to describe 
and reflect on that trip with fondness. our hope 
is to instill the same respect we value today for 
these great treasures into our next generation.

it truly humbles you and makes you realize 
how important it is to keep a vigilant watch  
on natural resources such as the san  
Joaquin Valley.
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In 2007, Laura and I invited her father to visit Truckee for his birthday. 
When asked what he wanted to do during the visit, his reply was 
immediate. He had visited Yosemite about five years previous and 
wanted to visit it again. Being consummate planners, we gathered all 
the information we could find and organized the trip. The day after his 
arrival, our Jeep was packed and we headed off on the long drive from 
Truckee, over the summit of Donner Pass, west to Sacramento and  
south through the San Joaquin Valley, finally heading back east into  
the foothills to the western gateway of the park, Big Oak Flat Road. 

The grandeur of seeing the expanse of the valley before you, and taking 
in the classic view of Half Dome, El Capitan and Bridal Veil Falls as you 
enter the park is immense. Our long weekend there allowed us to see the 
valley in all of her glory and I felt like John Muir discovering its hidden 
wonders and treasures. We experienced every type of weather imaginable 
from sunny, cloudless daytimes and soft, gentle rains that produced the 
classic Ansel Adam’s “clearing storm” photo opportunities, to finally a 
dusting of snow from the valley floor to the tops of its tallest peaks. It truly 
humbles you and makes you realize how important it is to keep a vigilant 
watch on natural resources such as this. 
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Why Our National Parks Matter Now More Than Ever (from page 8)

California's Lost Coast Lake Tahoe from Brockway Summit’s Picnic Rock



This Yosemite trip is something Laura and I will remember for a 
lifetime–not just because it was our first visit, but because with the recent 
passing of her father late last year, it created those special memories I 
wrote about earlier. I know in the future when we return to Yosemite with 
our own family, we will be able to describe and reflect on that trip with 
fondness. Our hope is to instill the same respect we value today for these 
great treasures into our next generation. 

Craig Soncrant, ASLA, is a Project Manager and Designer at 
Wolff Landscape Architecture, Inc. He also currently serves as an  
adjunct associate professor of landscape architecture at Illinois Institute  
of Technology (IIT) in Chicago. He received his Master's Degree in 
Landscape Architecture from The Ohio State University in 1999. 
csoncrant@wolfflandscape.com
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of natural systems with the integration of recreational facilities. 
Their earnest efforts paid off handsomely in terms of acquiring land 
within the watershed. Sizable parcels of open land were purchased 
on both sides, up and down Waubonsie Creek, creating a network 
of community parks and lakes/detention basins that were connected 
through the construction of numerous paved trails. As new housing 
units, businesses and schools continued to fill in the surrounding 
landscape, the linear village green maintained its vibrant presence 
bisecting the area. 

Despite the size, scope and success of the Waubonsie Creek Greenway 
Plan, the landscape architects and planners had no intentions to rest 
in their pursuit of a greener greenway. With passage of a capital bond 
referendum in 2008, a new world of possibilities arose. The Park 
District seized on the opportunity, immediately developing proposals 
that would bring significant upgrades and improvements along the 
length of the Waubonsie Creek corridor. Meanwhile, land acquisition 
efforts were restarted as the Park District aggressively sought to grow 
public land holdings adjacent to the waterway. 

The Open Space, Park and Recreation Investment (OSPRI) plan, 
devised in 2008, placed prominent emphasis on furthering park 
development and open space expansion. This all-encompassing 
master plan directed referendum funds into projects deemed most 
important by residents, landscape architects and planners. In 
unanimity it was decided enhancements would begin at the headwaters 
of Waubonsie Creek with renovation of Spring Lake Park, a beautiful 
but underutilized community park situated amid heavy urban and 
residential development. 

Upgrades included a new boat launch for canoes, kayaks and other 
non-motorized crafts, and an accessible lake overlook with a fishing 
pier and shade structure. A new playground was built with a nautical 
theme and a shelter oriented toward the lake. 

New restrooms, a looped asphalt path and half-court basketball 
area were constructed. Two parking areas were enlarged to increase 
accessibility and enhance environmental quality. The parking lots 
were built upon permeable pavers and are surrounded by bioswales 
and rain gardens; the lots are designed to return storm water to the 
ground, thus reducing runoff into the 20-acre lake. To halt erosion and 
stabilize the lake’s shorelines, native aquatic plants were added around 

the perimeter. This improved water quality by filtering runoff and 
served as a deterrent to Canada Geese.

Phase II of the Greenway Plan involved numerous improvements at 
Waubonsie Lake Park, a central hub for recreation. Upgrades included 
new, separate restrooms and a shelter at the lake’s edge with an 
accessible overlook and fireplace. Accessible, naturalized overlooks 
on each side of the creek were constructed, along with an “adventure 
playground” for two- to five-year-olds. A floating pier providing lake 
access for fishing and non-motorized boats was added near the new, 
environmentally-friendly parking area. 

Like the creek itself, the Fox Valley Park District’s planning 
department continued their journey and picked up momentum along 
the way, securing another crown jewel with the acquisition of a 20-acre 
site. In addition to expanding and conserving valuable creek-side land, 
the acquisition provided the Park District an opportunity to close the 
gap to a circuitous route of regional trails — including a continuous 
set of trails on both sides of Waubonsie Creek — while providing park 
space to accommodate construction of much-needed athletic fields.

By incorporating active-play opportunities, the planning and design 
staff are creating a smorgasbord of recreation across the 232 acres of 
greenway. Fishing, boating and lake access abound throughout. The 
addition of athletic fields will bring team sports such as baseball, 
softball and soccer into play. The area is linked by six miles of trails 
that traverse the watershed, providing ample usage opportunities for 
walkers, joggers, in-line skaters, bicyclists, strollers and cross-country 
skiers. As a transportation link, the trail network provides safe routes 
that connect with destinations throughout. With the future acquisition 
of a 2/3-mile tract of land at the southwest end of the greenway, the 
Waubonsie Creek Trail will connect with the Virgil Gilman Trail and 
provide linkage with more than 500 miles of inter-connected trails.

The Waubonsie Creek Greenway Plan has created a shimmering 
centerpiece of natural areas and recreation, making this area a linear 
focal point for the more than 20,000 residents living within the creek’s 
watershed. Due to the astute foresight and vision of the Fox Valley 
Park District and its planning and design staff, this plan will reap 
environmental and recreational benefits for many generations  
to come. 

Greg Stevens, ASLA, is Senior Park Planner with the Fox Valley Park 
District, located in Aurora, Illinois. Prior to working with the Park 
District, he was Vice President of the Lannert Group. Greg attended 
Purdue University where he received his Bachelor of Science degree 
in Landscape Architecture in 1981 and a Master of Science degree in 
Transportation and Urban Engineering in 1983. gstevens@fvpd.net

Waubonsie Creek Greenway Plan (from cover)

the Waubonsie Creek Greenway plan 
has created a shimmering centerpiece 
of natural areas and recreation, making 
this area a focal point for the more than 
20,000 residents living within  
the creek’s watershed. 
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AWARDS 2010
CALL FOR ENTRIES

THE ILLINOIS CHAPTER OF AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

What projects will you submit for the Illinois Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape Architects’ 2010 Awards?

Entries are due no later than Friday, October 15, 2010 and winners will be announced in December. 

For more information please visit www.il-asla.org.

Each year the Illinois Chapter of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects (ILASLA) recognizes 
outstanding projects completed by individuals or 
organizations located in the  State of Illinois. These 
awards are given in an effort to raise standards 
of excellence, heighten public appreciation of 

quality landscape architecture, and expand public 
awareness of the profession and ASLA. The award 
winners will be recognized in an annual banquet, 
be published  in the highly distributed folio awards 
book, as well as have the projects spotlighted on the 
ILASLA website. 

Healthy, sustainable cities:  
the future of community  
is at GreenTown.

October 13-14, 2010
Columbia College Chicago, Film Row Cinema
1104 South Wabash, 8th Floor
Chicago, IL 60605

GreenTown offers continuing education credits for:
- Architects (AIA)
- Landscape Architects (ASLA)
- Planners (AICP / AIA)
- Teachers (CPDUs)

Register today at www.greentownconference.com

Presented by: City of Chicago Department of 
Environment and Columbia College Chicago

Leader Sponsor: Unilock

Sustainer Sponsors: Architectural Roof Solutions, 
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd., Emerald Site 
Services, Green Roof Solutions, Leopardo Companies, 
Nevin Hedlund Architects, Peoples Gas, Pizzo & 
Associates, Ltd., Serosun Farms, SPACECO, Inc.
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with a twinkle in my eye as I rev up with enthusiasm. It could be people, 
water, vehicles, spatial design and creation, building sites and the 
rehabilitation of nature and built environments. It could also be the creation 
and renovation of residential or recreation spaces. Regardless of the topic, I 
end with my favorite – plants – because I value nature and the softscape  
aspects of landscape architecture and design. 

But how else can we get the word out? Some really easy ways are through  
our National ASLA Advocacy Network and through our Legislative Analyst 
Kevin O’Hara and the rest of the vital staff within our National Association. 
They are here for us — the combined voice of us all. They represent us on 
Capitol Hill and will assist us locally whenever we need help or advice.  
But we need to pay attention and be diligent so that we keep moving forward. 
We need to be more visible. How many of us in Illinois sit on our community 
review boards? How many of us sit on our children’s school boards? How 
many of us go out into our communities and share the importance of our 
work? We all need to share how vital our work is with everyone we touch. 
Should we stand up on a raised block on every corner and wave banners  

and shout? Yes, we can. But more effective options such as responding to  
the emails sent by ASLA asking us to contact our legislators are an easy  
and painless way to have our individual voices heard. Reach out to fellow 
landscape architects, and if they are not members of ASLA, ask them to  
join forces. For when we all join together and combine our resources to 
actively raise our voice — then our combined voices will be heard above  
the crowd.

Our individual ASLA membership is our collective voice in Washington DC, 
increasing awareness of the vital role landscape architects play in society  
at the national level. At the state level, we need to be aware of upcoming 
legislation, participate and actively engage within our community by 
volunteering on local government and community review boards, as well as  

our individual AslA membership is 
our collective voice in Washington 
dC, increasing awareness of the 
vital role landscape architects play 
in society at the national level. 

reach out to fellow landscape 
architects, and if they are not 
members of AslA, ask them 
to join forces. for when we all 
join together and combine our 
resources to actively raise our 
voice–then our combined voices 
will be heard above the crowd.

Last April over 150 landscape architects mobilized on Capitol Hill 
for their annual Advocacy Day in Washington D.C. As part of this 
year’s Advocacy Day, the Illinois Chapter was well-represented. 
Members of the Executive Committee including Greg Stevens,  
Amy Olson, Keven Graham, Terry Ryan, and John Stecyk, our 
national ASLA student representative, met with our congressional 
representatives and senators to advocate for two bills.

The Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act  
(HR 3734), will provide critical assistance to communities that 
want to develop parks and recreational facilities so that their 
neighborhoods and its citizens can realize the myriad of benefits of 
parks, recreational facilities, and outdoor green space. The second 
bill, the Green Infrastructure for Clean Water Act of 2009 (HR 
4202) would help communities better manage their water issues by 
providing grants and other important research tools to plan, design 
and implement green infrastructure projects that will address 
storm-water management issues in a sustainable cost  
effective manner.

Standing outside Senator Roland Burris’ Office (from left to right)  

Terry Ryan, Amy Olson, John Stecyk, Greg Stevens and Keven Graham

local school boards. We also need to increase collaboration through 
networking and attendance at events within our Chapter and at allied 
professional group meetings and in community service and volunteer 
opportunities within our Chapter. I urge you to step forward and have your 
voice heard. Check out our Chapter website, our Facebook page, and keep up 
to date through our weekly news and Dispatch. And most importantly, take 
just 20 seconds today and respond to the emails that ASLA sends providing 
the materials to talk to your Senator and State Representative on key issues 
and legislation that affects you, your community and your profession. Let 
your voice be heard!

AMY OLSON, ASLA
CHAPTER PRESIDENT

Letter from the President (from page 3)
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BECOME A MEMBER OF ILLINOIS ASLA
As an ILASLA member, you will join over 500 landscape architecture 
professionals in shaping the voice of the profession. Enjoy such benef its as 
ILASLA professional designation, subscriptions to all chapter publications 
and invitations to all chapter seminars and special events. 

For more information or to join ILASLA, visit www.il-asla.org.


