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calendar 
JANUARY

12  Green Infrastructure Planning for 
           Illinois (informational) 1:30p.m.-3:30p.m.

                Illinois EPA headquarters, Springfield, IL
 15  Freehand Sketching for Landscape Designers 

           and Architects 9am-noon 
              Chicago Botanic Garden - Linnaeus Room 

 20  CAF Wednesday Lunchtime Lectures: Greening New and 
          Old-Two Chicago Examples of Sustainable Design 

             Lecture Hall Gallery, 224 South Michigan Avenue
  20-22  Mid-America Trade Show, McCormick Place West

   22  ILASLA Elevation Submissions due
   23  Spirit: Garden Inspiration Symposium 1-4 p.m. 
        Chicago Botanic Garden

27  ASLA 2010 Annual Meeting and EXPO Education Session 
        Presentations - online proposal due

28-30 IAPD/IPRA  Annual Meeting, Hilton Chicago

FEBRUARY
5  LARE Early Bird registration deadline 

19  LARE Extended Registration deadline
24  Creating Opportunity With Sustainable Landscapes Seminar
       Chicago, IL

MARCH
8-21  LARE Sections A, B and D 

* please visit www.il-asla.org for more information regarding these events

Gold level sponsors
         Landscape Forms
         Silver Creek Stoneworks
         Unilock Chicago

Silver level sponsors
         Countryside Industries
         Forms and Surfaces
         Hunter Industries
         Illinois Brick Company
         Nutoys
         Paveloc
         Pine Hall Brick
         Rain Bird
         Walsh Landscape 

Bronze Level Sponsor
          Belgard

CElEBRAtioN 2009
A night to remember and reflect
This year’s ASLA “Celebration” was truly a night to remember.  This annual event welcomed 
over 230 attendees who came together to wine and dine and socialize with old friends and 
colleague in a festive holiday setting at the magnificent Hyatt Regency Chicago.  Most 
importantly, they came to honor their own and witness the presentation of a record number of 
professional awards presented this year – 24 in all.  

Once again, I would like to thank all our sponsors for making this year’s Celebration a truly 
memorable occasion and a successful fundraising event for ASLA.   We simply could not hold 
such a high caliber event without your sponsorship and commitment to our Chapter. 
 
Special thanks goes to our Chapter Sponsor of the Year, Unilock Chicago. 

As we closed out 2009, a year that was one of the most economically trying for our profession, 
we can all reflect and be proud of the many noteworthy accomplishments that our chapter 
completed.  These accomplishments included the hosting of the Annual Meeting, the year-long 
Burnham Plan Centennial celebration, the upgrade in our licensure law and the induction of 
four Illinois chapter members to the Council of Fellows. 

As we move into the second decade of the new Millennium we still have many challenges 
to face,  but let the outstanding work and professionalism exhibited this past year by our 
membership give us a renewed sense of enthusiasm and commitment  and the profound belief 
that our profession will  remain strong and get even stronger.  

To all, may 2010 be one of the best ever!

Greg Stevens
President ILASLA
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CAREER DAYs
Chicago Charter Schools frequently host 
career days that provide professionals 
an opportunity to share their work and 
experiences with high school students. 
Recently, ILASLA member Michael Elsen of 
BauerLatoza Studio visited an eighth grade 
class at Octavia Paz School and introduced 
the students to landscape architecture. 
Following a presentation on the work of the 
profession, he led a brainstorming session 
that listed desired park components for three 
different client groups - students; toddlers 
and their guardians; and pet owners. 

ElEVAtioN
Call for Submissions
The Illinois Chapter is gearing up production 
of the next issue of Elevation.  The issue will 
focus on the Park and Recreation side of the 
practice.  By far, this is our most popular 
issue of Elevation of the year, so great articles 
are always wanted.  Due date for the articles 
is January 22, 2010.  All formats will be 
accepted (Word document, In-Design, hand 
written, etc.)

Please email articles to Maelo Maldonado at 
ext-communications@il-asla.org

FREEHAND skEtCHiNg FoR 
lANDsCApE DEsigNERs AND 
ARCHitECts
Friday, January 15 from 9am-noon
Chicago Botanic Garden - Linnaeus Room
Learn practical tricks and tips for capturing 
your ideas using freehand design and 
thumbnail sketches. Freehand sketches are 
a great way to test your design ideas and 
converse with clients and other designers 
through the common language of drawing. 
This class is for those who wish to tune up 
existing skills, who have little experience, 
or who lack confidence in freehand drawing. 
Join Stephen Marzahl for a relaxed and 
enjoyable morning of freehand sketching. A 
very short supply list will be sent.  

Free parking with registration. 
$39 Chicago Botanic Garden member fee
$49 nonmember fee

Register online at www.chicagobotanic.org/
school/professional_programs 
or call 847.835.8261

spiRit: gARDEN iNspiRAtioN
Saturday, January 23, 2010 from 1-4 pm
Chicago Botanic Garden
Dan Pearson is one of the most influential 
landscape designers in the world practicing 
today and his work has largely remained a 
secret in the midwest until now.  At the heart 
of all his gardens lies an unshakeable theme 
- his reverence for the power and delicacy 
of nature. In this half-day symposium Dan 
will explain how he believes landscapes 
speak to us, how human interventions can 
animate and inform, and how they can serve 
to memorialize and to heal.  

For more information call 847-835-8261 or 
visit http://www.chicagobotanic.org/school/
symposia/danpearson.  

$59 members
$74 non-members
Discounts available for groups of 10 or more 

Equipped with markers and base plans of 
the park, the students formed small groups 
and developed design concepts according 
to their assigned client group. Michael was 
on hand during this process to answer any 
questions and to provide critiques. With their 
designs pinned on the wall, the teams then 
had a chance to present and explain their 
work to the class. The day could be measured 
successful by the amount of enthusiasm and 
engagement of the students!

Please contact Jennifer Delgros Thompson 
at education@il-asla.org for education and 
volunteer opportunities. 
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contact 
For advertising information:

Beverly Nykiel
bnykiel@yahoo.com 

ph: 630.963.5897

Direct comments to:
ILASLA Internal Communications Chair

Brad McCauley, ASLA
int-communication@il-asla.org

Direct news releases and articles to:
Dispatch Editor

Maria Sovan, Associate ASLA
newsletter@il-asla.org

submissions Deadline:
Articles are always greatly appreciated. 

The cut-off date for the February newsletter is 
January 25, 2010

2010 ANNUAl MEEtiNg AND 
EXpo  EDUCAtioN sEssioN 
pREsENtAtioNs
Call for Submissions
ASLA is pleased to announce that it is 
currently accepting proposals for education 
session presentations for the 2010 annual 
meeting and EXPO, to be held September 
10-13 in Washington, DC.  Individuals who 
are interested in presenting and sharing their 
knowledge with the landscape architecture 
profession are encouraged to submit an online 
proposal by January 27, 2010.

In addition to traditional topics usually 
presented at the meeting, ASLA is seeking 
program submissions on emerging trends and 
technology, including sustainable materials/
products, energy conservation, renewable 
energy, agriculture, and living walls, to name 
a few.

For complete information on submitting 
education presentation proposals visit http://
www.softconference.com/subs/ASLA/2010/
CFEP/default.asp?log=1.

Surveys show that the top reason attendees 
register for the annual meeting is the education 
program.  The 2010 meeting theme—Earth 
Air Water Fire DESIGN—reflects the 
challenge of the profession to improve our 
world through elemental design.

NAtioNAl NEws
ASLA continues to work for you on the national level promoting our profession and positioning 
Landscape Architecture in legislative and governmental offices.  The following is a brief 
summary of recent activities:

Call for awards and presentation for the 2010 Annual meeting are available at www.asla.
org

H.R. 3734, the Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act.  This measure would 
provide grants for the creation, rehabilitation, and maintenance of parks and recreational 
spaces.  The legislation includes several provisions that could utilize the skills of landscape 
architects. Please consider writing your legislators.

H.R. 957, the Green Energy Education Act of 2009.  This bill would provide grants to 
university programs related to the design and construction of high performance buildings. 
The legislation specifically states that, in awarding grants, the Department of Energy should 
give priority to university programs in design, architecture, landscape architecture, and 
city, regional, or urban planning. ASLA government affairs staff worked closely with the 
bill’s author Congressman Mike McCaul (TX) to include landscape architecture programs 
in the bill.

The LARE Prep Subcommittee has unveiled a new feature in its efforts to support exam 
candidates in their efforts to get licensed.  The LARE Prep webpage now includes an 
email link that gives candidates an opportunity to ask questions regarding the LARE and 
licensure process.  http://www.asla.org/LAREPrep.aspx

Staff is currently creating an online sustainable design resource center for residential 
projects for professionals, which will be mirrored by an updated residential center aimed 
at the general public.
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