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ILASLA members gathered at Arthur Weiler, Inc. thanks to OGA.Short 15 
minute presentations by various speakers gave attendees an insider look into 
up and coming plants, plants that work, invasive plants, and the life of trees. 
The interactive presentations, with audience participation highly encouraged, 
brought some light to some very interesting points. 

Highlights include:
•	 Be aware of both the current and potential invasive species list - look ahead 

to avoid future problems!
•	 Don’t be discouraged by the many dead plants from the winter of 2014. 

The strange weather caused plant deaths that otherwise would not have 
happened!

•	 Keep an eye out for new cultivars, including some new Calary Pears, 
Crabapples, and red leaf 

       variety trees!

Plants & Pinot attendees 
from all backgrounds 
left the event full of new 
insights to the nursery side 
of the industry and new 
connections with industry 
peers. We are already 
looking forward to next year 
for this annual event! 

IL-ASLA members at Arthur Weiler, Inc. walk the grounds after the lectures to 
look at plant material and enjoy what the nursery has to offer. 
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When it comes to the future of Chicago transit, Chrissy Mancini Nichols, a 
director at the Metropolitan Planning Council, has a rather modest desire: “If 
you’re riding the Brown Line, it doesn’t just sit and lurch.”

That doesn’t seem too much to ask—until you consider how cash starved the 
city’s transit system is. In a report released this year, analysts from Nichols’s 
nonpartisan group, which pushes for civic progress, stated that the Chicago 
metropolitan area provided only $790 million for new vehicles and track 
extensions in 2011. That’s 25 percent less than in 1991—after being adjusted for 
inflation.	Of	major	U.S.	cities,	only	Atlanta	had	a	bigger	dip	in	funding.

And when the city does pony up money for new projects, glitches always seem to 
happen. In June, the Chicago Department of Transportation announced that its 
heralded new bus rapid transit line in the Loop will have to wait until next year

as the city haggles with downtown business owners over lane reconstruction. That was on the heels of its other planned bus 
rapid	transit	line,	along	Ashland	Avenue,	meeting	fierce	opposition	from	local	aldermen	over	its	lack	of	left-turn	lanes.	Even	
the 606, the long-awaited elevated pedestrian/bike trail in Bucktown, won’t open until 2015 now, due to construction delays 
caused by the polar vortex. It’s as if a guy named Murphy is running the department.

But	for	a	moment,	let’s	forget	about	today’s	budget	constraints	and	political	kerfuffles	and	think	long	term.	Just	as	frustrations	
with transportation in this city seem to be mounting, several ambitious plans proposed by Chicago urban planners, architects, 
and transportation advocates have bubbled up. Some are realistic. Others are more idealistic. But they all have one thing in 
common: the goal of dramatically reshaping how people in this city get around.

Bartlett Tree Experts

The Science Behind the Tree 
Care: Bartlett Tree Experts

Continue reading on page 3!

ILASLA is proud to present Bartlett 
Tree Experts as a Premier Sponsor and 

Presenting Sponsor of The Bartlett 
Seminars, a professional education 

series.

Ever since F. A. Bartlett began 
to experiment with trees more 
than 100 years ago, Bartlett 
Tree Experts has been a science-
driven company. The Bartlett 
Tree Research Laboratories 
feature a state-of-the-art 
laboratory with an extensive 
library, an education center, 
an arboretum with roughly 
2,000 species of trees and other 
plants, and several test plots. 
With these resources, Bartlett is 
able to evaluate plant samples, 
culture and identify disease-
causing organisms, identify 
insects, and perform complete 
soil analysis services. The labs 
are	 staffed	 with	 scientists	 who	
research and develop advances 
in arboriculture.

www.bartlett.com
1-877-BARTLETT 
Offices	in:
Bolingbrook, Lake Barrington, 
Northbrook, Chicago
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THE FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATION IN CHICAGO
ADAM DOSTER

“[Public] transit will become 
a much more attractive 

alternative to driving when you 
can actually get places as fast as 
driving,” says Philip Enquist, a 
partner	at	urban	planning	firm	

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill.”
- Adam Doster
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1.Expand the El Lines
What if you could whiz from Millennium Park to the University of Chicago 
without getting in your car? Or speed from the North Side to O’Hare without 
having	 to	 schlep	 down	 to	 the	 Loop	 to	 transfer	 to	 a	 different	 train	 line?	
That’s the dream of Transit Future, a campaign that the civic group Active 
Transportation Alliance launched in April with the Center for Neighborhood 
Technology, an advocate of sustainable urban communities.

The most eye-catching changes proposed in the ambitious plan (and the most 
welcome for West and South Side residents) are three additional lines: a north-
south Lime Line along Cicero Avenue linking the West Side neighborhoods; a 
South Lakefront Service, which would use existing idle track running from the 
Loop to Hyde Park to connect Chicagoans to 50,000 jobs on the South Side 
(and South Siders to everything north of Roosevelt); and a shuttle connecting 
O’Hare and Midway Airports. Beyond that, each of the existing lines would 
get	upgrades	and	extensions	(hello,	130th	Street	and	Westfield	Old	Orchard).

The	city	could	never	afford	to	do	all	that,	you	say?	Transit	Future	has	already		
worked out funding based on a similar proposal being implemented in Los
Angelos. If Cook County were to raise its sales tax by half a penny, the $20

billion increase in annual revenue would pay for all expansions and then some.

CHANCES THIS EVER HAPPENS: Unlikely. Lines connecting the West and South Sides have been discussed for years, 
and raising Cook County’s 9.25 percent sales tax—already one of the country’s highest—would be political suicide.

2. Divvy Up Lake Shore Drive
As many as 155,000 vehicles clog North Lake Shore Drive every day. That’s why the Active Transportation Alliance partnered 
with 15 local civic groups to craft a plan to give travelers their own Drive: Those who now ride the bus would use a new light 
light rail line running down the median, drivers would have two lanes in each direction, and bikers would get a special trail on 
the lakefront path. The train would stop every half mile from Hollywood Avenue to Oak Street, ferrying an expected  
69,000-plus commuters to and from the Mag 
Mile each day (stops would continue every 
quarter mile along Michigan Avenue). 

The group also wants more pedestrian access 
points	to	the	lakefront	to	reduce	foot	traffic	at	
major exits such as Belmont and Lawrence. 
One added bonus for drivers: The plan includes 
a few new exits, including Addison (you’re 
welcome, Cub fans). There’s no cost estimate 
for the plan, but the Illinois Department of 
Transportation says overhauling the Drive 
would be “hundreds of millions” of dollars.

CHANCES THIS EVER HAPPENS: 
Likely. 

THE FUTURE OF TRANSPORTATION IN CHICAGO: 
CONTINUED

Continue reading: http://www.chicagomag.com/Chicago-
Magazine/August-2014/Chicago-Transportation/

The future of the El?
Credit: Colin Graves

Forget “El” upgrades. It would be cheaper to upgrade Chicago’s major bus routes
Credit: Colin Graves

http://www.chicagomag.com/Chicago-Magazine/August-2014/Chicago-Transportation/
http://www.chicagomag.com/Chicago-Magazine/August-2014/Chicago-Transportation/

