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An interested crowd of landscape architects gathered at the Chicago Center for 
Green Technology on July 10, to hear James Urban speak about the ‘Six Critical 
Requirements’ for growing a successful tree. While admitting that he still feels 
that the soil is 50-60% of that critical equation, he stated that not correctly 
addressing all six of these areas can cause a tree to fail. An always engaging 
presenter, James gave us a an overview of the biology and chemistry involved in 
healthy tree management in an understandable and entertaining format.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Urban toured our Chicago streets to review the street tree 
damage resulting fromthis past winter. He explained the difference between 
airborne salt damage and soil salt damage, and how to identify each. 

He ended the seminar by sharing a link for a planting specification he helped 
develop, and challenging all present to improve their planting details and 
specifications with the goal to create a more successful urban streetscape.

For those of you who missed this event, here are the ‘cliff notes’ on the six 
critical areas for tree success, but you will need to do a bit of additional research 
on your own to completely understand how to use them!

 1.  Soil Volume (minimum of 1,000 cf/tree) he spent that first hour expanding   
on soil types
 2.  Tree Base Structure (NO TREE GRATES) tree flare needs space
 3.  Water into Soil (need open tree spaces and/or pervious pavement)
 4.  Water out of the Soil (remove socks from drain tile, no filter cloth)
 5.  Room for Canopy Growth (35’-50’ optimum space for full canopy growth)
 6.  Quality Nursery Stock (bare root trees may be in our future)
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Sunday’s weather was perfect for a community picnic, and hundreds from the 
Rock River Valley converged on the grounds of Midway Village Museum for that 
exact purpose.They strolled the grounds, rested under shade and learned more 
about turn-of-the-century Rockford while participating in the museum’s free 40th 
anniversary celebration. There was plenty to do among docents wearing period 
costumes and activities stationed throughout the replica of a hardy Northern 
Illinois town.

Henry and Mary Montgomery, who live near Rockton, stopped at a table to 
prepare lavender water from distilled water, vodka and essential lavender oil. They 
proceeded to have a lengthy conversation with garden historian Tari Rowland near 
a lavender plant surrounded by poppies, chamomile and Cup Plant, an Illinois 
wildflower.

Mary Montgomery picked up several tips such as when to cut back her lavender and 
how to make chamomile tea. “She was wonderful,” Montgomery said of Rowland, 
who let her keep the lavender water for cooling off later in the day. “Most of the 
stuff in this garden we have at home.” There was turn-of-the-century baseball, 
crocheting, and badminton. Those who ventured into the museum’s 26 historical 
structures — such as a town hall, police station and schoolhouse — were exposed 
to more civic lessons. READ MORE HERE.

Michelle Inouye
AECOM

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

With over 20 years of significant public and 
private experience, Michelle collaborates on site-
specific design and long-range planning studies 
for major public initiatives. She has been with 
AECOM since 2008 leading multi-disciplinary 
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MEET A MEMBER

MIDWAY VILLAGE RAIN GARDEN 

“Most of the stuff in this 
garden we have at home.”  

- Susan Vela

In Midway Village in Rockford, Ill., historic 
heritage has been preserved and a naturalistic 
rain garden has been added. 

Learn more. Visit hunterindustries.com

WHETHER YOU USE HUNTER IRRIGATION PRODUCTS, FX LUMINAIRE LIGHTING, or both, 
you can count on us to provide the most innovative products incorporating the latest technology. 
We’re proud to help you build a vibrant landscape during the day, and to bring it alive at night.
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Luminaire: 0.10.11.34

The MP Rotator® saves 
water by delivering 
rotating streams at a 
slower rate.

Now the Luxor® Wi-Fi 
System allows lighting 
control from a  wireless 
device.
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drew.tedford@fxl.com
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SUSAN VELA
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A shallow wetlands pond with two 
connections to Lake Michigan and its 
own wildlife habitat. Man-made rolling 
hills with savannah, prairie and wooded 
landscape. Boardwalks, piers, bicycle 
paths and camping spots. Former Mayor 
Richard M. Daley’s dream of turning 
Northerly Island into a nature park is 
taking shape, thanks to a $5 million federal 
environmental grant and $2.5 million from 
the Chicago Park District.

On Tuesday, Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
showed off the transformation of the 
lakefront airport that Daley famously 
demolished in 2003 under cloak of 
darkness. Emanuel trudged through the 
Meigs Field runway dressed in jeans, 
gym shoes and an open-collar white 
dress shirt. The mayor’s entourage on

Submit photos of your firm’s best designs to be posted 
on the ILASLA Facebook Page. 

The photo with the most likes at the end of the contest 
will be featured in the September 2014 issue of Vista!

Deadline is August 1, 2014

www.facebook.com/ILChapter

the windy, dusty walk included U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy and Chicago 
architect Jeanne Gang, whose 2009 framework plan for Northerly Island is the roadmap for the park.

Daley, who suffered a stroke earlier this year, did not attend. But he was there in spirit. “We’re building on 
something he set out — but actually now with a creative way of doing it,” Emanuel said. “There’s obviously some 
different parts to it. But it’s taking his first act and now starting to put it to use and making kids part of that 
process.”

Maggie Daley was a driving force behind the controversial decision to turn Meigs into a nature park. In 1996, 
when Richard M. Daley first raised the idea and long before Meigs became a political football in a bitter battle 
with then-Gov. Jim Edgar, Daley had chosen his wife to co-chair a committee charged with presiding over the 
airport’s conversion to a park. READ MORE HERE.

EMANUEL SHOWS OFF TRANSFORMATION OF NORTHERLY ISLAND
FRAN SPIELMAN

On Tuesday, Mayor Rahm Emanuel showed off the transformation of the lakefront 
airport — which former Mayor Richard M. Daley demolished in 2003 under cloak of 
darkness — into a nature park. | Brian Jackson/Sun-Times
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