
The 2014 Advocacy Day was held on May 15 with over 118 landscape 
architects and students attending meetings on Capitol Hill.  Each year,  
ASLA organizes a lobby day for landscape architects to meet with their 
legislators to discuss topics important to the profession of landscape 
architecture.  This year ASLA attendees  message focused on several 
aspects of the transportation bill (MAP-21).  ASLA advocates spoke 
to legislators about safe streets legislation and new opportunities for 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure financing.  Lobby Day’s are a 
good opportunity for the profession to put the face of constituents in 
front of the legislators and to make a connection to the work we do as 
landscape architects and the impact we have on the economy.  

An organized national lobby day does not need to be a members only 
opportunity to connect with your legislator.  Interested members 
can access talking points and leave behind information on the ASLA 
web site under the Advocate pull down menu.  All members can use 
these materials and schedule a in district meeting to get to know your 
representative.
 
This year the Illinois Chapter hosted two students from IIT, Kathleen 
Rolsch and Andrew D’Arcey.  This is the second year the Illinois Chapter 
has sponsored two students to attend the ASLA National Lobby Day. 

ASLA Advocacy Day
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ILASLA members and IIT students pose during Advocacy Day with Illinois 
Senator Durbin in Washington DC. 
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 While it might look like a weed patch growing in a parkway 
along Griswold Street next to Lowrie Elementary School, those are 
actually native species recently planted with a purpose by local 
volunteers.
 The green effort is part of the city’s parkway rain garden 
program, in which during 2013-2014, more than two dozen locations 
across the South West Area Neighbors (SWAN) section of Elgin 
have been gardened to hold plants or other features put in place to 
help address sewer and storm water issues. 
 All told, the project — set up to serve as a model for future 
endeavors — is running $787,787, with 84 percent of that ($637,500) 
covered by a grant Elgin applied for in 2010, city Management Analyst 
and Sustainability Grant Coordinator Aaron Cosentino said Monday 
morning. Elgin was awarded an Illinois Green Infrastructure Grant 
from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency in 2011. The first

of $152,154. While the city has to front the money — and 
will use its share of Grand Victoria Casino money to do 
so — it will be reimbursed all but $24,345 through the 
IEPA grant.
 As for the rain garden spots, “The city picked 
sites based on visits to the area, meetings held in SWAN, 
and working with residents,” Cosentino said. “Those 
sites also had to meet requirements for length and width, 
have no utility conflicts, and had to have motivated 
homeowners living by them.” (Read More) 

phase of work included putting in seven gardens in 2012. The second and current phase covers 19 more gardens, including 
three near Lowrie, and installing other infiltration devices in areas where the gardens would be impractical. It also includes 
reconstructing part of an alley between Washburn and Orange streets — just west of State Street (Route 31) — with permeable 
pavers which allow rain and snow melt to enter a filtration system then the ground and eventually the water table.
 Last week, the city council approved awarding a contract for the alley work to Copenhaver Construction in the amount 

RAIN GARDENS HELP CURB STORM WATER ISSUES ON SOUTHWEST SIDE OF ELGIN
MIKE DANAHEY

“Our side of the street did not 
flood because the garden did its 

job very well.”
- Mike Danahey

http://http://couriernews.suntimes.com/news/28119554-418/rain-gardens-help-curb-storm-water-issues-on-elgins-southwest-side.html#.U5-kNI48iC0
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MEET A MEMBER

Shawn Davidson
Forms & Surfaces

Ball State University

ILASLA is launching a brand new, 
bimonthly photo contest! 

UPTOWN NORMAL CIRCLE AND STREETSCAPE

Shawn graduated from Ball State University 
with a BLA and practiced landscape 
architecture in California and Illinois for 
9 years before joining Forms+Surfaces in 
2013.  Shawn’s versatile skill set in sales, 
management, design, and construction, 
has allowed him todeliver the high level 
of serviceclients need in today’s complex 
projects.  He is enthusiastic about his role 
as a resource andcontinuing to building 
relationships within the landscape 
architecture community in Illinois. 

   Landscape Performance Benefits

• Expected to reduce traffic accidents by 35% be replacing an awkward 
intersection with a roundabout containing 75% fewer points of conflict 
than a conventional 4-way intersection.

• Saves $7,600 annually in potable water costs by capturing 1.4 million 
gallons of stormwater from 58,800 sf of area and reusing it in the 
water feature and for irrigation.

• Prevents an additional 1.4 million gallons of stormwater from entering 
the municipal storm sewer by directing runoff from sidewalks into tree 
wells and planter areas augmented by underground structural cells. 
This also recharges groundwater. 

• Improves water quality in the fountain by removing an estimated 91% 
of total suspended solids, 79% of total phosphorus, and 64% of total 
nitrogen with each pass through the sand, UV, and bog filter system.

• Saves $61,000 in tree purchase and installation costs over 50 years by 
more than tripling the expected lifespan of street trees from 13 to 50+ 
years through the use of underground structural cells.

• Sequesters at least 10,790 pounds of carbon annually in 104 new trees.
• Increased property 

values in the Uptown 
tax increment 
financing district by 
$1.5 million (or 9%) 
from 2009 to 2010, 
a 31% increase from 
2004.

• Generated more than 
$680,000 of revenue 
through conferences 
held in Normal that 
featured the Uptown 
Redevelopment. (Read 
More)

 At the heart of the Uptown Redevelopment Plan is a new 
roundabout and “town green” that incorporates stormwater 
management and public recreation into a vibrant gathering space. 
Runoff from two streets is captured, stored, and recycled through 
a water feature that makes stormwater management a visible public 
amenity. The roundabout further contributes to human health and 
safety by reducing traffic accidents. The streetscape features tree wells 
with uncompacted soils that add to stormwater storage and prolong 
tree life, increasing carbon sequestration. The circle and streescape are 
a functional statement of the community’s commitment to sustainable 
urban redevelopment.

www.facebook.com/ILChapter

Submit photo’s of your firms best designs 
to be posted on the ILASLA Facebook 

Page.  The photo with the most likes at the 
end of the contest will be featured in the 

September 2014 issue of Vista!

Contest Deadline: August 1, 2014

http://http://www.lafoundation.org/research/landscape-performance-series/case-studies/case-study/395/pdf/ 
http://http://www.lafoundation.org/research/landscape-performance-series/case-studies/case-study/395/pdf/ 
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SUMMER MIXER FUN ILASLA SUMMER MIXER THANK YOU!
Summer Mixer 2014 brings a Chicago Street Fest to the suburbs!
 
Last Thursday, June 26, Belgard hosted over 100 guests at their Northfield 
Facility for the ILASLA Summer Mixer 2014.  Street performers, brick 
oven pizzas, peach margaritas highlighted the outdoor party.  It was 
great to see members from the Mundelein area!
 
A very special thank you to the crew at Belgard and all of the sponsors 
and attendees who helped bring a Chicago Street Fest to ILASLA!


