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Every year, ILASLA members gather to celebrate landscape architecture 
and the award winning projects of 2013. Members came together this 
year at the Chicago History Museum for an evening full of fun and pride 
for our colleagues and friends. The evening began with an eye opening 
speech by keynote speaker Greg Lindsay on the topic of “Shaping City & 
Community: Celebrate, Collaborate, and Create.” Emcee Sean Lewis of 
WGN-TV then announced the many award winning projects from 2013. 

This year’s President’s Award went to the Sarah E. Goode STEM Academy 
by Jacobs/Ryan Associates. The 17.3 acre site features multi-functional 
spaces for both gathering and educational purposes; including biology 
and community gardens, a council ring, and sports facilities. An extensive 
green roof, diverse planting palatte, and stormwater management
system were key factors in creating 
the first Chicago Public School to 
achieve a LEED Platinum rating, 
as well as a fantastic community 
enriching environment.   

Following the awards ceremony, 
ILASLA members were free 
to spend the remainder of the 
evening enjoying good food, 
drink, and music in the company 
of both old connections and new.  

http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php?id=113&ts=1401211189
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It has been a big week for DeKalb County Community Gardens: the three 
year old not-for-profit won a 20-thousand dollar grant from the organics 
company Seeds for Change. And Thursday, they broke ground on the 
“Communiversity Garden,” a collaboration with Northern Illinois University.

It was the hottest day of the year so far as students, local dignitaries, and 
community members lined up to drop a few ceremonial onion starts and 
sunflower seeds into furrows in the new International Garden.  Jacob 
Lawrence is founder and president of Communiversity Gardens, the NIU 
student group behind the huge new garden going in behind Anderson Hall. 
He says students are more interested in growing their own food than you’d 
think:

“Rather than being on the couch playing call of duty, they would rather 
come out there with a wheelbarrow with a shovel and start doing soil. So 
I tell them it’s like a work out, you get to be in the sun, you get to have fun 
talking to people.”

Misty Haji-Sheik is one of the founders of DeKalb County Community 
Gardens. She says last year, the group donated eight tons of produce to local 
food banks, and expects an even bigger harvest this year from their sites 
throughout the county.

Matt Houser

Read the full article at: http://il-asla.org/articles.phps

Jacobs/Ryan Associates
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Matt joined Jacobs\Ryan Associates in 
2013 after receiving his BLA. Matt has 
contributed his design capabilities and 
proficient digital drafting skills to an 
extensive list of projects within the city of 
Chicago. He also sustains an active role for 
the External Communications committee 
for ILASLA, where he focuses on public 
marketing and advocacy for the chapter.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT CONNECTING COMMUNITIES WITH PLANTS: 
NIU’S “COMMUNIVERSITY” GARDENS 

“I can see our farmer’s 
market thriving from 

produce from these 
community gardens, but 

also bringing the community 
together.” 

- Susan Stephens

They’re also going to add a 
community orchard and what’s 
called a “food forest.”  DeKalb 
Mayor John Rey says the new 
gardens on campus are another 
way NIU is connecting to the entire 
community:

“I can see our farmer’s market 
thriving from produce from those 
community gardens, but also 
bringing the community together.” 
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Thank you to all of the sponsors who helped to make ILASLA 
Celebration 2014 a success!
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forestland in 2013 than in 2012.

Monarch butterflies are famous for their unique migration pattern. They are the only butterfly species in the 
United States that migrate for the winter, Lawrance said. If you were a Monarch butterfly living east of the Rocky 
Mountains, you would fly to Mexico to escape the cold. If you lived west of the Rocky Mountains, you’d fly to 
California. But Monarch habitats in the Mexico’s forests have been cut down, Lawrance said. This prevents the 
butterflies from surviving through the winter.

The other threat to the Monarch’s livelihood is lack of food. Monarch butterflies mainly feed on milkweed. The 
problem is people don’t like milkweed. “People don’t want [it] around because they view it as a weed. But it’s really 
an important host plant to maintain,” Lawrance said. Milkweed is a plant that is suitable for a caterpillar to eat and 
grow on. 

This past month, the ASLA family lost a great man. Vince Bellafiore was a past president 
of both ASLA and CELA, a Fellow, and top educator of the field. After beginning his 
landscape architectural career working for Sasaki, Dawson, and Demay in Watertown, 
Massachusetts, Bellafiore began his long career as an educator. He was a professor 
at the University of Georgia before becoming Chair of the Landscape Architecture 
program at Virginia Tech. From  1985 – 2000, Bellafiore was the head of the Landscape 
Architecture department at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

During his time at the University of Illinois, Bellafiore pushed to incorporate international 
influences into the educational system. This led him to create the Taj Mahal Cultural 
Heritage District Development Plan: Agra India, which received an ASLA merit award 
in analysis and planning. Other awards include the ASLA President’s Medal for his 
services bringing women and underrepresented minorities into the field of landscape 
architecture, and was honored as a Fellow 
of the Council of Educators in Landscape 
Architecture. 

PLANT SOME FLOWERS AND SAVE THE MONARCH BUTTERFLIES

Bellafiore’s accomplishments in landscape 
architecture education, in being a model 
of leadership within the community and 
possessing a vision of the greater good of 
the industry will not soon be forgotten. We 
thank him for his legacy.

Vincent Bellafiore
March 3, 1943 - May 2, 2014

A celebration of Vince’s life 
will be held:

June 26, 2014 
2:00pm 
Temple Buell Hall Atrium 
University of Illinois U-C

IN CELEBRATION OF

Read the full article at:http://il-asla.org/articles.php

They fearlessly travel thousands of miles over several generations but it’s 
not the long distance flights that are threatening Monarch butterflies. It’s 
the habitats and food sources that loggers, farmers and maybe even you 
are taking away. It’s not too late to help them. How? Mow less, plant more.

“Last year was a record low for Monarchs. The lowest [population] we’ve 
ever seen,” said Allen Lawrance, invertebrate specialist at the Peggy 
Notebaert Nature Museum. A study by the World Wildlife Fund-Telcel 
Alliance and the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve Office in Mexico 
showed Monarch butterflies occupied 44 percent less of Mexico’s

Monarch butterfly in the butterfly house at 
Palmitos Park in Gran Canaria.

http://il-asla.org/articles.php

