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Executive Committee members address the organization during State of the Chapter. 
ILASLA held the annual Oktoberfest and State of the Chapter event on October 
30. Members gathered at Hofbrauhaus in Rosemont, the perfect venue for 
Oktoberfest celebrations! Surrounded by the upbeat tunes of German music 
and the company of ASLA members and sponsors, it was sure to be a great 
night. 

Each member of the Executive Committee gave a short overview of their 
responsibilities to ILASLA and their accomplishments over the past year. 
Most committee chairs stated that they were looking for volunteers for 
their committees. In addition to introducing members to the Executive 
Committee, this allowed new committee chairs to be announced to the rest of 
the organization. A closing speech was giving by Chris Lannert, the outgoing 
President, as well as Brad McCauley, ILASLA’s incoming President. The new 
President-Elect, Darrell Garrison, was also announced.  

Though the ASLA Expo in Chicago may seem far away, preparations have 
already been long underway. Expo chairs Alan Watkins and Erin Feigel gave 
an introduction to the Expo and made the first call for volunteers. 

A new Oktoberfest tradition began this year 
with a beer stein holding contest. Though at 
first members were hesitant to join, quite 
a crowd decided to participate! Steins are 
heavy, and that became quite apparent as 
one by one arms started dropping. In the 
end, we had a crowned bragging rights 
winner until the next Oktoberfest! A video 
can be seen on here our Facebook page: 
Click here
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WHAT THE CHICAGO RIVERWALK WILL LOOK LIKE, AND WHAT THAT MEANS

Riverwalk Head. Sasaki Associates. 

The Cove. Sasaki Associates. 

WHET MOSER
A Q&A WITH GINA FORD, THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT BEHIND THE CITY’S NEXT AMBITIOUS PUBLIC SPACE.

When the Chicago Riverwalk is completed in 2016, it will be 
the city’s most visible and ambitious new public space after 
Millennium Park, which just celebrated its 10th anniversary. And 
like the park, it represents the further evolution of the downtown 
landscape from an industrial corridor into a recreational center, 
and the reclamation of the Chicago River from a shipping canal-
slash-sewer into a centerpiece of 21st century Chicago—a stated 
goal under the new administration, which recently brought in 
Jeanne Gang to design boathouses for the river’s north branch.

To do that, the riverwalk will have to reintroduce Chicagoans to 
the river in the language of architecture and design. That’s the job 
of Gina Ford, a landscape architect and chair of the Urban Studio 
at Sasaki Associates, which is working with Ross Barney Architects 
on the project.

You’ve said that the Chicago River canyon is the kind 
of place that architecture students dream of getting 
to work with when they’re in school. What were 
your first reactions when you started on the project?

We felt really, incredibly honored to be there, because 
we were brought to Chicago to interview for that project 
with Carol Ross Barney, a fixture of Chicago architecture, 
and has been a frequent collaborator of our office. I’m 
a relatively young designer, comparatively, and it was 
a humbling thing, because that space continues to be 
humbling—how iconic it is, how memorable the landscape 
is. Whenever you see any movie about Chicago, there’s 
always a flythrough of that space. READ MORE

Ford comes to the Chicago Riverwalk with years of working on river and Iowa after the entire downtown was flooded, some 
of it beyond repair, in 2008. As with Gang’s work on Northerly Island, the Riverwalk plan explicitly integrates the natural 
and the recreational into the city’s plan, “adding this generation’s layer onto the river,” Ford says. “For us, that was really 
recreation and ecology.” 

Test wetland in the Mackinaw River watershed. Credit: Matt Miller/TNC 
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MATT MILLER
Can building wetlands reduce dangerous high nitrate levels and thus provide 
clean, safe drinking water for thousands of people?

Yes. But, when it comes to ensuring clean water, not all wetlands are created 
equal.

Biologists know how to restore great wetlands to draw in ducks and shorebirds. 
Restoring wetlands to also help people may require a different approach. That’s 
the focus of an intensive research effort conducted by Nature Conservancy 
scientists on the Mackinaw River watershed in central Illinois. The wetlands—
while providing wildlife habitat and healthier rivers—are being designed and 
tested to provide safe drinking water for the 90,000 residents of Bloomington, 
Illinois and surrounding communities where the town’s primary reservoir has 
had a history of high nitrate levels.

You don’t want high nitrate levels in your drinking water, particularly if you 
have infants. High nitrates can cause all sorts of nasty problems, including a 
condition called methemoglobinemia (more commonly known as “blue baby 
syndrome”) that can inhibit oxygen flow in the bloodstream of infants.

Nitrate levels in some Illinois waters rank among the highest in the country. 
This is due to agriculture—the endless fields of corn and soybeans you simply 
can’t miss if you drive around the state.

These fields are heavily fertilized, and fertilizer is high in ammonia, which easily 
converts to nitrates when exposed to water. When it rains, those nitrates ends 
up in rivers and groundwater—and eventually reservoirs.

When nitrate levels are elevated in drinking water, as has happened in 
Bloomington, officials have basically two long-term options:
1.  Install an expensive treatment facility that costs millions to maintain,   
        requires staffing and generates its own toxic waste that can’t  
        be easily disposed.

2. Use a watershed conservation approach, including 
building wetlands that not only purify water but provide 
wildlife habitat and healthier streams and rivers.

A simple choice, right?

But when it comes to removing contaminants like nitrates, 
not just any wetland will do. That’s where the Conservancy’s 
research program comes in. Scientists are designing and 
testing the effectiveness of different wetland designs in 
removing nitrates from the drinking water.

Conventional wisdom is that any wetland is good, and more 
wetlands are even better. READ MORE 

Test wetland in the Mackinaw River watershed. Credit: Matt Miller/TNC 

VISTANOVEMBER
2014

info@il-asla.org P.O. Box 4566
Oakbrook, IL 60522 630.833.4516

MEET A MEMBER FEATURE: BUILDING WETLANDS FOR CLEAN DRINKING WATER

Sarah White
The Lakota Group

University of Wisconsin - Madison
University of Illinois at Chicago

Sarah is a Senior Planner and LA at the 
Lakota Group, a Chicago-based, multi-
disciplinary firm of landscape archtects 
and urban planners. She enjoys working 
on design projects at a variety of scales, 
and getting to know different communities 
through her project work. Sarah has chaired 
the ILASLA Awards for the past two years, 
and enjoyed participating on the awards 
committee in years prior. Sarah holds a 
BLA from UW-Madison and a Masters of 
Urban Planning from the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. 

http://blog.nature.org/science/2013/01/30/feature-building-wetlands-for-clean-water/

