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PARK(ing) Day is a annual open-source global event where citizens, artists 
and activists collaborate to temporarily transform metered parking spaces 
into “PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public places. The project began in 
2005 when Rebar, a San Francisco art and design studio, converted a 
single metered parking space into a temporary public park in downtown 
San Francisco. Since 2005, PARK(ing) Day has evolved into a global 
movement, with organizations and individuals (operating independently 
of Rebar but following an established set of guidelines) creating new 
forms of temporary public space in urban contexts around the world. 
The mission of PARK(ing) Day is to call attention to the need for more 
urban open space, to generate critical debate around how public space is 
created and allocated, and to improve the quality of urban human habitat 
… at least until the meter runs out!

Each year, landscape architecture firms, architecture firms, and individual 
organizations build parklets throughout Chicago, the suburbs, and the 
entirety of the state of Illinois. There are endless ways to get involved. 
With this year’s PARK(ing) Day complete, it is never too early to start 
planning for PARK(ing) Day 2015 on September 18, 2015!  

We hope that you were able to take part in PARK(ing) Day this year. Whether 
you built a parklet or came across one that was built, this is a great event 
to spread awareness and create a more walkable, enjoyable city that was 
enjoyed by many! For more information see www.parkingday.org.

PARK(ing) Day in Chicago’s Logan Square Neighborhood - Flickr_mig rod

Bryn Namavari

http://www.parkingday.org
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PARKLET PROGRAM GOALS

“A good city is like a good party - people 
stay longer than is really necessary, 

because they enjoy themselves”
- Jan Dehl

Chicago’s first permanent parklet. - Moss Architecture

GRAND RAPIDS PARKLET MANUAL

Reimagine the Potential of City Streets

Support Local Business

Encourage Pedestrian Activity

Foster Neighborhood Interaction

Encourage Non-motorized Transportation

Public rights-of-way make up one of the largest percentages 
of the City’s land area. Parklets promote a low-cost, easily 
implementable approach to public space improvement 
through projects that energize and reinvent the public 
realm. They help address the desire and need for increased 
public open space and wider sidewalks.

Parklets offer a unique opportunity for cities and downtowns to improve 
the public realm and create spaces for pedestrians to socialize and linger. 

Though modest in size, parklets are significant in their representation of 
prioritizing people over automobiles.

Parklets can provide similar benefits to traditional parks with relatively 
low installation and maintenance costs. In some cases, they have also 
proven to be extremely effective in increasing pedestrian traffic and 
providing economic advantages for businesses. For example, a report 
from the transportation planning firm Nelson/Nygard cited a strong 
increase in retail sales for businesses adjacent to parklets. The same 
report also cited a 77 percent increase in pedestrians seated in front of 
businesses.

As more cities and downtowns become aware of these advantages, it can 
be expected for parklets to continue to grow in popularity. With this, the 
trend of reclaiming space for people will continue, one parking space at 
a time.

Parklets attract attention to businesses and provide 
additional seating that can be used by cafe customers and 
others. A parklet also beautifies the street and creates a 
neighborhood destination.

Parklets provide pocket spaces for pedestrians to sit and 
relax, while also improving walkability.

Parklets provide a public place for neighbors to meet and 
get to know one another. In some cases, neighbors have 
participated in the design, financing, and construction of 
parklets.

Parklets encourage walking by providing pedestrian 
amenities like street furniture, landscaping, and public art. 
Parlets often provide bicycle parking and thus may increase 
the visibility of bicycling in Grand Rapids.
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Chicago’s first permanent parklet. - Moss Architecture

Parklets Should be Welcoming

Designing for the Urban Landscape

The Grand Rapids Parklet Program is intended to create publicly accessible 
open spaces that add vitality to the public realm. In this spirit, parklet design 
should convey a physical appearance that is inviting and accessible. Accordingly, 
many of the guidelines listed in this manual are intended to ensure parklets are 
designed to feel welcoming and inviting to all users.

Despite their small scale, parklets can pose deceptively challenging design 
problems. Parklet designers must resolve potentially complex site issues 
like maintaining access for persons with disabilities on sloped streets or 
maintaining positive drainage underneath the parklet structure. Parklets must 
also be designed to be easily removed without damaging the curb, sidewalk, or 
underlying street or roadway, yet be durable enough to withstand the pressures 
of being outside in the urban landscape.

Read the entire parklet manual at: 
http://www.downtowngr.org/news_item_files/DGRI_Parklet_Manual_April_2014.pdf

Architecture for Humanity created this 
PARK(ing) Day  display on Milwaukee 
Avenue in Chicago. 
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Congratulations to Jack Pizzo of 
Pizzo Native Plant Nursery for 
submitting the winning photo 
for the ILASLA Facebook Photo 
Competition! This beautiful photo is 
titled “Summertime on the Prairie.”

Do you also want to submit a photo and 
be featured in Vista? Submit a photo by 
November 1 to our ALL NEW Facebook 
page:

www.facebook.com/ILChapter

MEET A MEMBER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

MEET OUR SPONSORS

PHOTO CONTEST WINNER

Vanessa Slivinski
Chicago Roof Deck & Garden

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Since completing her BLA in 2012, Vanessa 
has thoroughly embraced the design/
build industry.  As a designer at Chicago 
Roof Deck and Garden, she is involved in a 
variety of projects from personal roofscapes 
to multi-functional commercial spaces.  She 
values the opportunity of being on-site to 
absorb practical details that help expand 
her design palette.  Vanessa has begun her 
journey towards completing the LARE and 
looks forward to joining the keen network of 
RLA’s.

http://www.downtowngr.org/news_item_files/DGRI_Parklet_Manual_April_2014.pdf
www.facebook.com/ILChapter

