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CELEBRATION+
RECENT CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS

POSTPONED On April 17, 2015, landscape architects gathered at the beautiful Allegro Hotel in Chicago 
to celebrate excellence in the profession. This year, ILASLA expanded on Celebration+.  
In addition to the ILASLA awards ceremony and dinner, the event now includes a day 
full of field and education sessions with available CEUs. 

The day began with field sessions focusing on sustainability innovation in Chicago. The 
Plant Chicago, Lake Street Landscape Supply and ILASLA Award Winner Harvest 
Commons Apartments all demonstrated different approaches to sustainability and 
how we can learn from their impact on Chicago. Topics spanned from using state of the 
art technology to close waste, resource, and energy loops to sourcing local materials  for 
projects, and creating LEED certified landscapes. The broad range of topics contained 
valuable information for all field session attendees, no matter where their landscape 
architectural expertise may lie. 

The morning field session concluded with lunch and a tour of ILASLA award winning 
Harvest Commons Apartments by McKay Landscape Architects. This urban agriculture 
site is a beautiful example of the possibilities of incorporating sustainable practice into 
design in an urban setting. Field session attendees explored site programming such as 
organic vegetable gardening, a chicken coop, bee keeping classes, and more. 

Back at the Allegro Hotel, education sessions supplied guests with further opportunity 
to learn about planting design concepts as well as sustainable plants. 
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EJIKE EJIKE
The Society of Landscape Architects of Nigeria (SLAN) has said its members are under appreciated in the country and 
harped on the need for government and the public to show recognition for the profession. The national president of the 
SLAN, Mrs Deborah Nenchi stated this on the occasion marking the world landscape architecture month in Abuja, pointing 
out that the impact of  landscape architects was yet to be appreciably felt.

April marks the World Landscape Architecture Month (WLAM). Throughout the 30 days of the month, landscape architects 
all over the world celebrate the landscape architecture profession. Saying it is time to take up the challenge and transform 
outdoor spaces into amazing spectacles of nature, Nenchi declared that the excuse of being few in number was no longer 
tenable.

“We are too few’ should stop being an excuse. The problem may not be entirely in the hands of landscape architects but also 
that of government and citizenry are not aware of who should design outdoor spaces and places as landscape designs and 
contracts are not given to landscape architects to design or execute as is done in developed countries.” she stated.
The celebration was marked with the launch of advocacy manual on “Importance of trees and how to plant a tree” and 
the slogan “Plant a tree each year of your life” at the Parks and Recreation Department, Abuja Central Park and Botanical 
Garden Abuja.

Similar celebrations and advocacy are planned to be undertaken by each of the other regional chapters of SLAN for broader 
coverage. The event was attended by members of the profession, student members, past president and national executive 
members of SLAN, staff of the Parks and Recreation Department of the Federal Capital Territory Authority (FCTA), invited 
guests and other dignitaries.
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SLAN HARPS ON NEED TO APPRECIATE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

http://leadership.ng/news/427217/slan-harps-on-need-to-appreciate-landscape-architects

D E S I G N .  C U LT U R E .  C R A F T.

Illinois Team

Jennifer Woods  
800.430.6206 x1336
jenniferw@landscapeforms.com

April Perella  
800.430.6206 x1060
aprilp@landscapeforms.com

Designed by Robert Chipman

CHIPMAN



Landscape architects are the people responsible for designing the parks, plazas, 
bike trails and other green spaces that make the outdoors fun, healthy, and 
sustainable. If you had to pick a favorite designed green space to photograph, 
which would you pick? That’s the question asked by the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (ASLA) as it launches World Landscape Architecture 
Month in April.

ASLA is unveiling the event—formerly National Landscape Architecture 
Month—in collaboration with the International Federation of Landscape 
Architects (IFLA). Participants will celebrate landscape architecture by engaging 
their communities through the #WLAM2015 social media campaign. ASLA’s 
chapters will also introduce the profession to schools and connect with IFLA 
member organizations in other countries via Skype and social media.

Liupanshui Minghu Wetland Park - 
Turenscape Photo: Kongjian Yu  

Canal Origins Park, Illinois - Conservation 
Design Forum Photo: @cdfinc

Site Selfie cards from around the world. 
Photo: @landarchitects

Chee Waa Garden, Thailand
Photo: @apaisuwan
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MEET A MEMBER LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS ARE DIVERSIFYING THEIR EFFORTS 
AND NEED YOUR HELP FOR WORLD LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
MONTH IN APRIL

MEET OUR VISTA SPONSORS

John Cook

JR Cook Associates

Iowa State University
John R. Cook Associates was started in 1969 
and grew steadily through the 70’s so that 
in the 1980’s our firm had a staff of 42, with 
offices in Rockford and Naperville. At that 
point, our firm was involved in landscape 
architecture, community and urban 
planning, land planning, recreation planning, 
civil engineering, surveying and horticultural 
consulting with a very diverse staff.

During the mid 80’s through the late 80’s, I 
developed Magic Waters Aquatic Theme 
Park in Rockford, IL as a private investment 
with other investors. Eventually, in the late 
‘80s Magic Waters was taken over by the 
Rockford Park District and I went back into 
practicing full time as a landscape architect, 
but on a much smaller scale.

PR NEWSWIRE
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“We’re excited to celebrate landscape architecture on a global level,” said Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, executive vice 
president and CEO of ASLA. “We look forward to working with IFLA member organizations around the world and helping to 
develop the next generation of landscape architects.”

“At a time when the globe faces major challenges caused by industrialization, urbanization, climate changes and the depletion 
of natural resources, World Landscape Architecture Month shines a light on our progressive profession, “ said Professor 
Kathryn Moore, IFLA president. “We are pleased that international collaboration such as this will illuminate the solutions 
landscape architecture offers.”

Celebrate #WLAM2015 and help us go viral: asla.org/wlam

Don Bolok, RLA, opened the educational sessions with 
techniques of planting design. Don explained ways to 
achieve movement, focal points, and layering within all 
applications of planting designs.  Education sessions 
continued with Jay Gehler, PLA, on the topic of native 
plants. Jay thoughtfully explained how to use native plants  
in planting designs and the various methods to achieve a 
desired look while using only native varieties. 

After a full day of education and a short break, ILASLA 
was proud to honor their award winners during the awards 
ceremony. Each award winning project was presented to 
the attendees and awards were distributed. The amazing 
talent displayed by members of ILASLA is humbling. All 
award winning projects can be seen in folio, our annual 
publication honoring notable projects from the year. 

The evening concluded with dinner, drinks, mingling, 
and music. When brought together, landscape architects 
know how to have a great time celebrating excellence in 
the profession. Thank you to all who participated and we 
hope to see you next year! 

Currently our office is involved in mainly recreational and sports 
complex planning, as well as a series of columbaria projects along 
the Fox River Valley. I am now in the process of “semi retiring”, 
but after 48 years, I am still enjoy our profession and am having a 
tough time grasping “full” retirement.

I served as chapter president from 1973 to 1977. I served as a 
chapter trustee from 1979 through 1985 representing the Illinois 
Chapter and later as chair of the ASLA Finance Committee. I am 
currently a new member of the Landscape Architect’s Registration 
Board.

I served as the state landscape architect registration chairman for 
both the 1975 and 1977 unsuccessful efforts. In 1977, we thought we 
had accomplished registration, as we had more than ample votes 
in the legislature. But, Governor Daniel Walker’s administrative 
assistant, Dawn Clark Neitch, was able to convince the Governor 
to veto the legislation at the last minute. We worked aggressively, 
but came up one vote short to override the veto during the fall 
veto session. Interesting that her husband, Walter Neitch, was 
active in the AIA at that time!

I graduated from Iowa State University in 1967 and did some 
graduate work at the University of Wisconsin in 1970-1971. I have 
lived in the Rockford/Belvidere area all my life and never have 
been able to get away from here, although I am not complaining.
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SITE SELFIES CONTINUED

CELEBRATION+ CONTINUED

JOHN COOK CONTINUED

http://www.multivu.com/players/English/7474051-asla-world-landscape-architecture-month/


