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Attendees having a great time at the 
Holiday Spritzer in Wicker Park! 

also announced, including membership to the Morton Arboretum and Chicago 
Botanical Garden, plant material and holiday pots from Mariani Nursery, and 
tickets to ILASLA Celebration and the Morton Arboretum Illumination. 

The evening concluded with a well attended Emerging Professionals after party 
hosted by Davey Resource Group. It was a fun evening full of camaraderie, 
networking, and celebration. 

Happy New Year! 

This past December, ILASLA hosted 
it’s annual Holiday Spritzer. An annual 
event, the Holiday Spritzer focuses on 
celebrating the season and the end of 
another year. ILASLA members and 
guests enjoyed the evening mixing and 
mingling with other professionals. The 
successful 2014 event was held at The 
Anthem in Wicker Park, who provided 
drinks and appetizers for attendees. 

A short programmed section of the 
evening included the announcement 
of Awards for Chapter Service. ILASLA 
members who contributed to the 
success of the Chapter over the past 
year were recognized and received 
their awards; starting the evening on 
a great note! Raffle prize winners were 
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‘DARK SKIES’ IN INDIANA: BEVERLY SHORES IS SEEING STARS

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

“Even if there was no such thing as a 
dark community designation, I think 

we’re pretty proud we were able to 
improve the environment the way we 

did. It’s more safe and secure.” 
—Pam Grimes and Tom Skilling 

LEXICON, Endless Possibilities...

An Auto Care center which was built to the Homer Glen outdoor 
lighting ordinance and complied perfectly. (darksky.org)

PAT GRIMES AND TOM SKILLING
If you want to see stars, head for Beverly Shores, Indiana. Beverly 
Shores is one of only eight communities in the world to be honored 
for reducing light pollution. And as our Tom Skilling reports, it’s a 
simple case of power to the people.

“We’re right on the lake shore, the south end of lake Michigan. This 
is like a little oasis. It’s quiet, there’s nature. It’s like a portrait you 
know.” Beverly Shores, Indiana is about an hour from Chicago. And 
since it’s on the South Shore line, is perfect for Chicago commuters. 
(train whizzes by) The year round population is around 600, yet it
swells to some 1500 in summer. And residents are proud of 
their environmental spirit. People like Glen Ellyn social workers 
Rosemary and Alan Bell, who call themselves, “sometimers.”

“We were amazed that this was in Indiana,” says Rosemary. Town 
council President Geof Benson and the Bells have come to know 
each other very well over the past five-and-a-half years. That’s how 
long they’ve been working together to eliminate some street lights 
and replace the rest. “It was something we could do something 
about.”

The Bells had read an article about the end of night, and they joined 
the International Dark Sky Association mentioned in the article. 
Its purpose is to recognize communities that take extraordinary 
steps to preserve natural light. “The end of night is that cities are
really obliterating the beauty,” says Rosemary Bell. “When you provide a full cut-off to the light to eliminate the glare to the 
viewer, the birds jump right out at you,” says Alan. “Glare, and reduction of glare.” It was clear to the town council what had to 
be done. “It’s very impressive in that when you have loose light that kind of goes all over, there’s a glare. And it’s kind of blinding 
like headlights at night coming at you.” “The first night we went in there and did our demonstration for the town council, it was 
unanimously approved,” says Alan Bell. “The problem was always the money.”

They needed $10,000 to retrofit the street lamps from glaring old cobra head fixtures...

Versatile new modular series brings design  opportunities to every site challenge.

View more about LEXICON at Maglin Site Furniture’s website at: 

www.maglin.com/LEXICON

An important feature in this new collection is its ease of assembly. A unique hooking system 
allows LEXICON’s multifunctional pieces to be roughed in before being bolted together. Site 
furnishings can also be easily updated long after original installation by rearranging layouts or 
attaching additional pieces to meet changing site needs.

LEXICON’s array of options makes it easy to meet specific site needs. Components can form 
long smooth curves and bold angles with optional arms and backrests. Triangular and square 
modules function as either side tables or stools, and can be turned into planters. Clients can 
choose between durable ipe wood and wood alternatives, high-quality plastics and sleek metal; 
thick or slender lines; and a variety of paint colors.

“With LEXICON we introduce a milestone collection that raises the bar for creative achievement, 
enabling our clients to mix and match not just colors and surface materials, but also length, 
shape and style,” says Ian McAskile, President, Maglin Site Furniture.

Maglin, one of North America’s leading site furnishing designers and manufacturers, is proud 
to debut LEXICON, a modular bench series designed to deliver a new personalized approach 
to site furnishing.

Continue reading on Page 4



VISTA
JOHN BYRNE 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s latest idea to boost Chicago’s tourism numbers involves 
finding a company to light up city bridges, buildings, CTA platforms and other 
locations to hopefully “transform the world’s opinion of Chicago” and convince 
people to visit and stay here longer.

The city has put out a request for proposals for a “city-wide lighting framework 
plan” to highlight Chicago as “an iconic metropolis.” Bidders should particularly 
consider ways to light up bridges in the city over the Chicago River, the 
riverwalk, the CTA’s elevated train system and Lower Wacker Drive, according 
to the documents released this week by the Department of Procurement.

The city also urges those interested to come with plans to light up “iconic 
structures,” listing Willis Tower, Aqua Tower, the modern wing addition at the 
Art Institute and the Frank Gehry-designed Pritzker Pavilion at Millennium 
Park as examples of notable Chicago architecture that might benefit from a little 
brightening.

The bid documents feature nighttime photos of Paris, “the City of Lights,” 
though the French capital has taken steps in recent years to turn down the 
wattage in order to save energy and reduce light pollution.
Emanuel has made it a high priority to boost Chicago’s standing in the worldwide 
fight for tourist dollars, and the bid document predicts the light plan could help.

“The search for a design team is an important part of the mayor’s initiatives for 
the City and Choose Chicago,” the request for proposal states. “The goal of these 
initiatives is to highlight the city as an iconic metropolis and as a world-class 
destination for national and international tourists.”

It’s unclear how much the lighting network would cost, how much electricity it 
would use or how the cash-strapped city would pay for it. City spokeswoman 
Eve Rodriguez said the bidding process is meant to generate ideas. “If a firm 
puts forward ideas that excite the city and enhance value for local residents, we 
would engage private partners about funding the project,” Rodriguez said in an 
email.

Audrey Fischer, a director of the Chicago Astronomical Society and a longtime fighter 

A twinkling Chicago skyline graces Grant Park on 
a January night. (Antonio Perez, Chicago Tribune)
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MEET A MEMBER CHICAGO WANTS TO LIGHT UP ‘ICONIC METROPOLIS’ 
FOR TOURISTS

Zoe Allen, RLA

Culliton Quinn
University of Kentucky

A childhood spent hiking and bird-watching 
stirred an interest in nature that led Zoe to 
pursue a Landscape Architecture degree at 
the University of Kentucky.  This April, Zoe 
will have been with Culliton Quinn for four 
years.  Zoe appreciates the scope of projects, 
from the complexity of the public work to the 
fine custom detailing afforded by their high-
end residential clients.  Being with a small 
firm, she is engaged in all aspects of a project 
from site concepts through construction 
observation, and everything in between.  
In 2014, she passed her final LARE exam, 
receiving her Illinois state license.   Away 
from work, Zoe enjoys exploring the city, 
spending time with friends, and traveling at 
every opportunity.

against light pollution, called Emanuel’s plan 
“totally misguided.” Chicagoans need fewer 
lights shining in their bedroom windows after 
dark and blotting out the stars, not a huge new 
source of light, she said. 

“(Emanuel) has this ambition to make Chicago 
a world class city. He’s willing to use these lights 
to lure tourists in like spotlights lure in bugs, and 
he wants to do it at the expense of the citizens 
who live here,” she said. “If he wants to be a 
leader he should lead on the movement to 
turn down artificial light.”...

Continue reading on Page 4



DARK SKIES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

LIGHTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
to turn down the artificial light.”Rodriguez 
said the aim of the project is not to make the 
city brighter. “Lighting design is not about 
creating more light, but using light more 
efficiently to enhance various parts of the 
city. Any final design must be energy efficient 
and respect migratory bird patterns,” she 
said in the email.

Chicago’s bid points out that in six 
international cities that lots of travelers visit 
— London, Barcelona, Madrid, Edinburgh, 
Prague and Berlin — there are clear pathways 
of light connecting areas frequented by 
tourists.

Here, by contrast, there are “a series of 
approximately seven disconnected clusters”: 
Navy Pier, the John Hancock building, 
Michigan Avenue and the Chicago River, 
Millennium Park, Willis Tower, Buckingham 
Fountain and the museum campus.

“Chicago currently offers many unique 
tourist experiences. The (lighting framework 
plan) will create connections between these 
elements that encourage tourists to explore 
the city’s neighborhoods — to help them 
in navigating and extending their tourist 
experience — establishing Chicago as a place 
to spend a few days, not just a few hours,” 
the bid documents read.

Responses are due by July 7.
jebyrne@tribune.com
Twitter @_johnbyrne
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imagine  
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Moonrise over Lake Michigan on Beverly Shores Beach 
Credit: flickr_WGeorgeCook

to downward facing luminaires. But how do you convince people from a safety 
standpoint to remove street lamps, and then write checks to replace something in 
perfect working order?   President Benson likes to tell this story. “I remember some 
of the installers thinking that we’re crazy taking a perfectly good street lamp and 
replacing it with a new one that just points down. But boy, does it make a difference.”

Rosemary Bells says they got so much money they had to start turning checks away. 
“The most impressive thing about this whole 5 ½ year process was that 60 residents 
in Beverly Shores gave us money to retrofit the lights. ”With a new ordinance, a 
discount deal with their local utility company NIPSCO, and plenty of money, they 
eliminated 13 street lights and replaced the remaining 48. The Bells couldn’t be 
more proud. “If you look down Lakefront drive and you see the cut-off lights what 
you see is light on the ground, not light in the sky. That’s the most dramatic thing.”

And that’s why Beverly Shores became the world’s seventh dark sky community. 
“It’s a point of pride and I think it’s also an example for other communities,” says 
President Benson, who is already fielding calls from other cities asking for help with 
their light pollution. Dr. Bill Gilmer is President of the Association of Beverly Shores 
residents. “You can see stars more now, can really take in nature. It makes it a much 
more magical place.”

Alan and Rosemary are proud to call Beverly Shores their second home. “Even 
if there was no such thing as a dark community designation, I think we’re pretty 
proud we were able to improve the environment the way we did. It’s more safe and 
secure. It’s just nice to look at.” “It’s all about being stewards of this beautiful place 
that we live in.”


