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ADVOCACY DAY - WASHINGTON DC
KEVEN GRAHAM

RECENT CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS

The Illinois Chapter as well as ASLA has been placing an emphasis on advocacy for 
the past several years.  Illinois as well as local municipalities have many challenges 
associated with them from budgets to declining infrastructure and in many cases new 
administrations and priorities.  As landscape architects we all desire to see a business 
environment favorable to our job growth areas of interest.  Whether your business focus 
is transportation, open space, development or single family design build; there is most  
likely legislation affecting your practice in some way.  Every firm and every landscape 
architect in Illinois is impacted by policy and politics.

The Illinois Chapter executive committee representatives (President, President-Elect 
and Trustee) travel to Washington D.C. each year to participate in Advocacy Day on 
Capitol Hill as part of the mid-year meetings.  It is easy to sit back and say how does 
what I do as a landscape architect and designer have any impact? Or what does my one 
vote do?  Our voice does matter.  As it is often stated, all politics are local and we need 
to make the connection with our local representatives as we are the constituents and 
our voice does matter.  Through the visits that we make each and every year on behalf 
of the profession and the members of ASLA, we are forming relationships with not only 
the legislators but the staff that work for them and form the policy support.  This year 
we were asked by Senator Kirk’s office to comment and our opinion on a piece of green 
infrastructure legislation they were preparing.  We “landscape Architects” were asked 
to provide our knowledge.  Just this past winter ASLA was the only design profession 
invited to the White House to discuss the climate change action plan being prepared  
by the White House Environmental Quality Council?  Yes, landscape architects are 
beginning to have a seat at the table.

This year the Illinois Chapter, as we have done for now the third year, hosted two students 
from the University of Illinois for Advocacy Day in Washington D.C.  Sam Stuber and 
AJ Sus were able to join us and learn not only how easy and engaging advocacy is, but 
what a connection you can make and understand a little of the impact advocacy can 
have on our profession and job opportunities.  Advocacy on behalf of your profession is 
easy, fun and rewarding.

ILASLA members and UIUC students advocating on Capitol Hill. 

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php?id=135&ts=1433179586
http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php?id=134&ts=1426627038
http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php%3Fid%3D144%26ts%3D1433452445
http://www.aslameeting2015.com/
http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php?id=139&ts=1433276616
http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php?id=139&ts=1433276616
http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php?id=139&ts=1433276616
http://il-asla.org/meetinginfo.php?id=142&ts=1433278454


JON HILKEVITCH
Building land on water isn’t an everyday 
job, and the $100 million project to 
extend the Chicago Riverwalk requires 
more than getting toes wet. Just ask 
Randy Howland, who heads a team of 
divers in the welding and carpentry 
trades. The divers are in the water 
almost every day, largely hidden from 
public view by a phalanx of river barges 
carrying equipment and materials to 
the current work site, between State 
and LaSalle streets.

The linear riverwalk will extend 20 feet 
out from the old south bank into the 
roughly 200-foot-wide channel of the 
main branch of the Chicago River. The 
extension will jut out a total of 25 feet 
at the underbridges,  pedestrian 

walkways that connect each section of the Riverwalk.

The extension is expected to open as walking and jogging 
paths as early as 2015, with more than 100,000 square 
feet of commercial development to follow along the entire 
six-block area from State to Lake.

Under city plans, when all the construction is completed 
in 2016 there will be a 1¼-mile continuous walkway 
from Lake Shore Drive to Lake Street. The section of the 
walkway from Lake Shore to past Wabash Avenue was 
built more than a decade ago.

Nature has been attempting to reclaim the river’s original 
boundaries recently by sending floodwaters beyond steel 
walls that form the barrier of the newest riverwalk section. 
Construction crews working for the general contractor on 
the project, Walsh Construction, are trying to gain the 
upper hand by pumping water back into the channel, but 
all the churning creates a foggy soup for divers.

“With all the rain, our visibility is only about 12 inches. 
This is a bad day. We’ve been able to see up to 12 feet out 
there,’’ said Howland, wearing a wetsuit, body protection 
and a diving helmet. He talked to your Getting Around 
reporter last week atop a barge after he and two other 
divers removed bolts from underwater forms that are 
used in concrete pours. 
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CHICAGO RIVERWALK EXTENSION NO CAKEWALK

CONTINUE ON PAGE 4

Building community through the wonder of water.
Call us today to learn more about aquatic play product 
collections, slide activity centres, waterslides, and urban 
water feature solutions. 

P R O D U C T S  B Y :

( 8 4 7 )  6 4 0 . 0 9 0 4   |  w w w . i m a g i n e p a r k s . c o m

Professional diver inspects Chicago Riverwalk wall 
--Chicago Tribune



The Rebuilding Exchange (RX) was founded in 2009 by the Delta Institute and 
has recently become its own independent non-profit. Its mission is to create a 
market for reclaimed building materials and to keep perfectly usable building 
materials out of the landfill. The RX retail shop sells reclaimed lumber as well 
as other oddities like bowling pins and vintage stoves for the enthusiastic home 
builder. RX also provides education and job training programs as part of its  
mission to create innovative solutions to the problem of waste management.  In 
2014, RX partnered with Chicago Ideas Week to host a lab about reclaimed 
building materials and DIY scrappiness.

Why did you choose Chicago?  Tell us about what it means to be a 
business in Chicago.

There is a high rate of building demolition in Chicago, and folks are looking 
for environmentally responsible and sustainable alternatives to traditional 
building materials. Our job training programs also addresses employment 
issues in Chicago. Originally, we chose Brighton Park because it is a working 
class neighborhood with a high percentage of homeowners performing their 
own home renovations who need access to affordable materials. We moved 
to Bucktown to further facilitate pickups and drop-offs of materials and to be 
located in a central area near the freeway, easy to access by car or foot.  RX wants 
to create a thriving reuse community and be a model for how reused materials 
can be applied in other locations as well.

If you could go back in time before you became involved in running the 
business and share one piece of advice with yourself, what would you 
tell yourself?

Reuse is all about diverting as much material as possible, but it’s also about 
taking the right stuff and the usable stuff! When you go to a thrift store and it’s 
not sorted and there are piles everywhere, it feels easy to give up and just go to 
the closest big box store instead. Organization and sorting items make reuse 
retail warehouses a viable alternative to traditional home improvement stores. 

Volunteers and employees fit in time for fun at the Rebuilding Exchange (RX).
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MEET A MEMBER THE LOCAL LOOK: THE REBUILDING EXCHANGE

MEET OUR VISTA SPONSORS

William Sullivan
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign Department of 
Landscape Architecture

University of Illinois
Kansas State University
University of Michigan

William  Sullivan  works to 
create  healthier, more sustainable 
communities. On August 16, 2015, 
he’ll be the new Head of Landscape 
Architecture at the University of 
Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. Sullivan 
is an Illinois native. He received his 
undergraduate and masters degrees at 
the University of Illinois, took an MLA 
at Kansas State University and earned a 
PhD at the University of Michigan. He is 
a Senior Fellow at the National Council 
for Science and the Environment and 
is an adjunct Professor of Horticulture 
and Landscape Architecture at National 
Taiwan University in Taipei. You can 
read more about his work at his website: 
willsull.net.

NINA BERMAN

CONTINUE ON PAGE 4

http://willsull.net/
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REBUILDING EXCHANGE CONTINUED

RIVERWALK CONTINUED

What are your next steps?  

Coming up are more Slow Ride Sessions with Good Beer Hunting and New Belgium. Throughout April, our warehouse will 
be having a spring cleaning sale, with 40 percent off select items and 50 percent off all doors without glass. Dinosaur BBQ, 
opening up soon in West Town, features RX Made reclaimed tables throughout their restaurant, and other RX Made custom 
work is featured in the new Reckless Records store in Wicker Park. Our summer workshops program was just released 
through August with classics such as Woodworking 101, Open Shop and Make it Take it classes, in addition to our DIY and 
sustainability classes such as Home Energy Efficiency, Wood ID, Repurposing Trim, Scraptacular,Aquaponics, Canning and 
more!

We want to be in the know!  Name one person, place or thing that you think is one of Chicago’s best-kept secrets—a 
secret until now, of course.

We are big fans of the 3D Ordinance here, and we want more people to know about it! The ordinance requires that a minimum 
of 70 percent of all demolition debris be diverted from the waste stream and that 5 percent of that material be reused. Building 
materials constitute about 26 percent of the total waste stream, so diversion in this category makes a large impact. We’d 
like to give a huge shout out to Cook County Chief Sustainability Officer Deborah Stone and Manager of Engineering Bryant 
Williams, who works with the Cook County Department of Environmental Control, for helping to pass it.

The helmets, which the divers call “hats,’’ are equipped with oxygen lines and radios to communicate with workers up top.

You got to do it. There is no other way to construct the new wall,’’ said Howland, 50, a diving superintendent for subcontractor 
II in One Contractors Inc. of Chicago. “Hopefully we get it done before it is too cold out here, because it is miserable.’’ 
Howland, who has been a construction diver for about 30 years, is an authority on miserable working conditions. He was in 
Lake Michigan in January and February years ago during the construction of Solidarity Drive on the narrow isthmus off Lake 
Shore Drive, and he worked on numerous lakeshore protection projects, he said.

The flooding rains of the past week slightly delayed installation of underwater columns that will support underbridges to be  
built beneath the drawbridges at State, Dearborn, and Clark streets, according to the Chicago Department of Transportation. 
The State Street Bridge, which closed Aug. 13 to accommodate the riverwalk construction and was scheduled to reopen 
Saturday, instead is now slated to be open to traffic Monday, CDOT officials said. “The challenges on this project present a 
whole new level of difficulty,’’ said Dan Burke, CDOT’s  chief engineer. It all starts with Walsh loading all equipment and
materials onto barges at the company’s 
yard at 28th Street and Ashland Avenue 
and moving it up the river by tugboats.

As Burke spoke last Wednesday, crews 
working under the State Street Bridge 
were installing the last of four 75-foot-
long steel liner shells that were barged 
in. A vibrating hammer pounds the shells 
into place, about 73 feet down, far below 
the roughly 25-foot floor of the river. 
Once filled with concrete delivered by 
trucks staged along Upper Wacker Drive, 
the shells become caissons that serve as a 
four-column pier.

The pier will support a precast concrete 
slab that will make up the 14-foot-wide 
pedestrian underbridge walkway, Burke 
said. “It’s incredibly strong and stiff. 
The caissons are designed to take a direct 
hit from the largest river barge and still 
remain intact,’’ Burke said.

http://blog.chicagoideas.com/local_look/the-local-look-the-rebuilding-exchange/

CONTINUE ON PAGE 5

A construction worker’s view of the Riverwalk site west of Dearborn Street on May 17. The 
area outlined by the brown steel wall, which has been pounded into the riverbed, is where the 
new Riverwalk will be poured. It will also extend under the bridge.
-- Chicago Department of Transportation
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RIVERWALK CONTINUED

AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION – CHICAGO METRO SECTION 

JUNE 24, 2015
The Value of Trees 
Individuals and communities are increasingly recognizing the value of 
trees and our regional forest.  Several initiatives in the region are 
addressing this issue.  This workshop is intended to provide 
education on the value of trees and how we can move forward as 
professionals to respect and protect our regional forest. 

SPEAKERS 

Lydia Scott, Director Regional Trees Initiative, Morton Arboretum, will describe the Regional Trees Initiative and moderate 
the panel discussion.  Lindsay Darling, Research Assistant, Morton Arboretum, will describe the Oak Ecosystem Plan, a 
collaboration of the Arboretum and Chicago Wilderness.  Louise Yeung, Associate Planner, Chicago Metropolitan Agency 
for Planning (CMAP) will describe the Green Infrastructure Vision Ecosystem Service Valuation Reports recently completed 
by CMAP.  Amy Olson, Landscape Architect, will provide insights into current issues facing trees in our region as well as 
her experience with tree preservation ordinances.  Todd Degner, Davey Tree, will discuss the social dynamics and 
community benefits of maintaining trees in our region. 

PROGRAM DETAILS 

WHEN:  Wednesday, June 24, 2015, 9:00 am to 11:00 am 
WHERE: CMAP, 233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago IL 60642 
COST:  $15 paid at door ($5 for students); checks payable to APA-CMS 
RSVP:  To RSVP, please email cms@ilapa.org by June 22nd

QUESTIONS: Please contact the CMS Board at cms@ilapa.org
CM CREDITS: Two (2.00) AICP CM credits pending 

“Our regional forest is an
important asset in need of 
protection.  Our trees clean 
our air and water, improve our 
property values, create habitat 
for wildlife, and provide 
significant social and health 
benefits.  Our trees improve 
our quality of life.” 

- Morton Arboretum 

http://m.chicago.curbed.com/ archives/2015/05  
/26/riverwalk-memorial-day-instagrams.php

Big storms, however, are expected to flood the pedestrian underbridges several times a year, he said, requiring regular power-
washings to clean up debris.The pedestrian bridges under the existing drawbridges will jut out 25 feet to connect six themed 
blocklong sections, including a beachlike docking area for human-powered watercraft, urban forestry for shade and an outdoor 
performance area. The first three are The Marina Plaza (between State and Dearborn streets), The Cove (between Dearborn and 
Clark streets) and The River Theater (between Clark and LaSalle streets). Three more are set to be completed in 2016.

Consultants working on the design include Sasaki Associates and Ross Barney Architects. The construction services manager is 
Alfred Benesch & Co. The Emanuel administration this month issued a request for proposals for commercial development, which 
are due from bidders by Sept. 30. The proposals will be reviewed by a committee with members from various city departments, 
including budget, planning, cultural affairs and special events, said Michelle Woods, a former CDOT engineer whom Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel appointed project manager to handle the commercial development of the riverwalk project. Woods works in the 
Chicago Department of Fleet and Facility Management.

“We are casting a broad net to get the best deal for the city and make sure the riverwalk pays for itself,” Woods said over the 
weekend. The city secured a $98.6 million federal loan for the project that must be paid back over 35  years. The Emanuel 
administration’s plan is to negotiate a profit-sharing arrangement with restaurants, stores and other commercial enterprises 
that will occupy the riverwalk buildout, including the previously constructed section between Michigan Avenue and Lake Shore, 
Woods said. Existing contracts with tour boat and water taxi operators are the beginning of that new revenue stream, she said. 

Work will begin next year on the remaining three themed sections, and the schedule calls for completion in 2016. They are The 
Water Plaza (between LaSalle and Wells streets), The Jetty (between Wells and Franklin streets) and The Boardwalk (between

Franklin and Lake streets). The Jetty, 
for instance, is envisioned as serving as 
a classroom about ecology.  The Cove is 
expected to represent a beachlike setting, 
while The Marina would provide docking 
for boats. “We are using the underbridge 
connections to create different rooms 
and experiences,’’ Woods  said. “We 
are looking for a developer who has 
the ability and imagination to refresh 
the rooms every few years and keep the 
riverwalk an exciting place.”

There’s much work to be completed 
before all that commercial development 
follows the path of construction. Today, 
traffic on the river — consisting of barges 
hauling construction cranes and gravel 
for river-fill, passenger boats and kayaks 
— is about as congested as on the Dan 
Ryan Expressway. 

Asked whether he would feel comfortable 
having his wife and children kayaking on 
the river through a construction zone, 
CDOT engineer Oswaldo Chaves insisted 
it’s safe. “The commercial tour boats 
watch out for the kayaks, and the kayak 
vendor does a good job of  shepherding 
the kayakers,” said Chaves, who is 
CDOT’s project manager. “It’s definitely 
congested, but it’s safe.”

See more pictures at the below link:

http://chicago.curbed.com/archives/2015/05/26/riverwalk-memorial-day-instagrams.php
http://chicago.curbed.com/archives/2015/05/26/riverwalk-memorial-day-instagrams.php

