
Congratulations to Kris Jarantoski, Executive Vice 
President and Director of the Chicago Botanic 
Garden on his nomination as an Honorary Member, ASLA! 

Mr. Jarantoski has demonstrated a nearly 40-year 
commitment to landscape excellence and the landscape 
architecture profession. Jarantoski has signifi cantly
enhanced the landscape of the United States by creating 
one of the most beautiful botanic gardens in the world. 
From 1993 to the present day, Jarantoski has played a 
major role in the creation of at least 20 signifi cant 
capital projects and has promoted the 
profession of landscape architecture by working with 
world-class landscape architects.

Honorary membership is among the highest honors 
ASLA may bestow upon non-landscape architects in 
recognition of notable service to the profession. Since 
its inception in 1899, ASLA has inducted only 207 
honorary members. 

Thanks to everyone who joined us at 
Unilock Chicago to enjoy an evening of 
BBQ, craft beers and live music (includ-
ing a special musical appearance from our 
very own President Darrell Garrison!) - at 
the 2016 Summer Mixer on June 16th!

Special thanks to our host Unilock and plat-
inum sponsors: ANOVA, Landscape Forms 
and Longshadow. Gold Sponsors: Kafka 
Granite LLC, Rain Bird, Midwest Ground-
covers. Silver: Forms and Surfaces, Hunter 
Industries/FX Luminaire, Thomas Steele 
Site Furniture/Madrax Bike Racks, Maglin 
Site Furniture, Night Light Landscape 
Illunimation, The Whitacre Greer Company. 
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Call us to learn how sonic tomography can help protect your clients’ high-value trees.

Keeping specimen trees healthy and stable is 
important for aesthetics and safety. Sonic  
tomography, offered by Bartlett Tree Experts,  
is a minimally invasive approach to assess tree 
risk. With it, arborists can measure the amount  
of time necessary for sound waves to travel 
through a tree. Since sound travels at different 
speeds through healthy tissue, dead or decaying 
tissue, and hollow areas, the procedure  
determines the location and amount of decay  
in the tree. Software compiles the data and  
gives a visual image of the decay.

The Sound of Tree Risk Assessment

An excerpt from a sonic tomograph of a tree with internal decay.
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Call us to learn how sonic tomography can help protect your clients’ high-value trees.

Keeping specimen trees healthy and stable is 
important for aesthetics and safety. Sonic  
tomography, offered by Bartlett Tree Experts,  
is a minimally invasive approach to assess tree 
risk. With it, arborists can measure the amount  
of time necessary for sound waves to travel 
through a tree. Since sound travels at different 
speeds through healthy tissue, dead or decaying 
tissue, and hollow areas, the procedure  
determines the location and amount of decay  
in the tree. Software compiles the data and  
gives a visual image of the decay.

The Sound of Tree Risk Assessment

An excerpt from a sonic tomograph of a tree with internal decay.

Demo on the Curie Courtyard Legacy Project is underway! There are still plen-
ty of weekends remaining over the course of June-August to volunteer! Please 
sign up for as many days as you would like, the more the merrier - thanks to all 
for supporting this project! Volunteer for the Curie Courtyard Legacy Project:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0449a4aa2da5fa7-project
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Sarah Dreier
Iowa State University

IL ASLA 
Celebration+ Co-Chair

MEET A MEMBER

Sarah is a landscape designer who knew she 
did not want to sit behind a desk everyday, 
but didn’t know Landscape Architecture 
existed until her mom showed her a journal 
article.  From there she headed to Iowa 
State University to earn her degree.  After 
graduating in 2006 she spent about four 
years with Design Perspectives, Inc. and two 
years with Ecogardens.  Sarah currently has 
been working for GreenbergFarrow for the 
past three and a half years where she focuses 
primarily on commercial site planning 
and landscape architecture.  She is also 
involved in their business development and 
in the process of helping create a landscape 
architecture department for the firm.

She has been involved with the Illinois 
Chapter starting in 2009, leading a Devil in 
the White City Field Session for the ASLA 
National Conference in Chicago and was a 
part of the host booth committee in 2015.  
From 2011-2015 she was part of the Awards 
Committee for Celebration and in 2016 took 
over as the Celebration+ Co-Chair.

Sarah resides in Evanston and enjoys playing 
broomball and basketball.  She’s an avid 
traveler and has just recently ventured to 
France and Italy.  In between work and life 
she studies for the LARE and has one section 
to go!
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Eric Adams    Transportation   April 6, 2016
American Cities Are Nowhere Near Ready for Self-Driving Cars

WHEN SELF-DRIVING CARS get here, they’ll make our commutes more 
effi  cient and allow us to get the kids to soccer practice without disrupting 
mom and dad’s work days. They’ll conserve resources, boost mobility for 
seniors and others who can’t, and make deadly traffi  c accidents all but dis-
appear. It’s all great stuff .

But the impact of self-driving cars will go deeper than even that, accord-
ing to researchers at the Illinois Institute of Technology, who’ve begun to 
study the potential ultra-long-range impacts of self-driving cars on urban 
environments. Everything from sidewalks and curbs to streets, building 
designs, urban layouts, and living patterns will change as computers take 
the wheel.

“We’re looking at the broader urban eff ects—and urban opportunities—
of this technology,” says Illinois Tech architect Marshall Brown, one of 
the team members in the Chicago school’s Driverless Cities Project. “It’s 
in the news a lot, but nobody’s been discussing what it will actually do to 
cities.”Just six percent of long-range transportation plans in major US cit-
ies are factoring the impact of autonomous cars, according to a report re-
leased in the fall by the National League of Cities. That’s a bad sign. “Even though driverless cars may be shoehorned to fi t the tra-
ditional urban environment in the short term, it won’t be a long-term solution for maximizing potential benefi ts,” says Lili Du, an 
assistant professor of transportation engineering at Illinois Tech.

The Driverless Cities Project is developing a comprehensive answer, folding in urban design, landscape architecture, transportation 
engineering, sociology, urban networks, and planning law. (The project is a fi nalist for the university’s $1 million Nayar Prize for 
research with meaningful social impacts.) The idea is to explore current research around the country, along with the more forward-
thinking planning initiatives, and fold in their own studies to create a suite of guidelines—including model urban codes that deter-
mine so much about city environments—for municipalities to incorporate into their planning.

There’s plenty to consider. For example, we don’t know how parking will work for autonomous vehicles. Should cities be building 
lots outside urban centers? Is parking still necessary at all? Wireless vehicle-to-vehicle communication will lets cars pack together 
more tightly, which raises questions about how we fi t them onto our streets.Their autonomous operation alone can obviate the need 
for traffi  c signals and road signs. That’ll go a long way toward beautifying city streets, Marshall says, but brings up other problems 
regarding pedestrian safety, speed limits, roadway design, and the need for and sizes of driveways and curbs. Even further, vehicle 
ownership and usage patterns will change, once we’re able to summon an autonomous car through an app and then shoo it away 
once it delivers us at our destination. Who’s going to own and operate those cars, and what will they do when not serving their own-
ers? Park in the ‘burbs? Infi nite-Uber-loop? CONTINUE ON PAGE 4
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
   Internal Communications Co-Chair
Do you like to communicate? Our Internal Com-
munication’s Chair is looking for a Co-Chair to help 
with Vista and to possibly move into the position in 
the near future. Contact susan@il-asla.org for more 
information and view the job description...
http://il-asla.org/Position_Descriptions

   ILASLA Legacy Project
We are in the midst of a wonderful project at Curie 
High School.  The Legacy Project will be install-
ing over the next three months on weekends.  Why 
not make it a day of giving at your office? Let’s give 
back today!  Sign up here.  description...http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/30e0449a4aa2da5fa7-project

   10 Parks that Changed America 
ILASLA has partnered with Garfield Park 
Conservatory and WTTW to present two screen-
ings of 10 Parks that Changed America. August 11th 
is a Chapter Screening Event + friends and family.  
August 17th is a Public Screening Event; geared 
towards GPCA audience. ILASLA is responsible for 
attending both nights and will require volunteers. 

If you can volunteer on August 11 or 17th to answer 
questions and respresent the Chapter, please con-
tact Matt Houser at public-awareness@il-asla.org

Self Driving continued... 

https://www.wired.com/2016/04/american-cities-nowhere-near-ready-self-driving-cars/

MEET OUR VISTA SPONSORS

It’s not an easy task, particularly because the technology is unprecedented 
and developing quickly. Researchers don’t even know yet, for instance, 
what autonomous cars will do to traffi  c volume. Marshall says that can 
swing either way. “There are a lot of unknowns and divergent scenarios.” 
Car-sharing could cut down traffi  c, allowing for smaller streets and park-
ing lots. Or, cars could become cheaper than ever and stay in circulation, 
increasing congestion, Marshall says. “The weird irony of driverless cars is 
that more people might drive.”

The potential social and economic benefi ts can be vast. Brown is hopeful 
the changes will broaden economic opportunity for residents who’ve been 
hamstrung by not owning a car or have been stuck with unreliable public 
transport, while Du sees big quality-of-life and environmental gains.

“The precision of digitally controlled vehicles may also allow reductions in 
street width—so parking lanes, lots, and garages could be eliminated,” Du 
says. That lets you reduce how much of a city is covered in pavement, help-
ing with water run-off  and heat island issues. The specter of autonomous 
cars also changes how you distribute parking lots, fueling stations, and 
electric vehicle chargers. That comes with corresponding changes in urban 
land use and infrastructure design.

The team, Du says, could help reinvent transportation infrastructure as 
human infrastructure for the 21st century. This will be a colossal shift. For 
the past century, urban environments have been designed around cars. 
As they are freed up to improve the human experience rather than merely 
manage traffi  c fl ow, cities could develop a whole new feel.

Getting there will be fraught with political controversy—and roadblocks if 
solutions don’t emerge for, say, newly unused parking garages—and cars 
will still very much determine where and how we live, Brown says. But 
this time it will spring from a more positive perspective. If you can safely 
rocket over highways at 150 mph, for instance, how would you build your 
life around that kind of commuting power? Live in Philly and work in Bal-
timore? Easy. Your commute time might be the same as it is now, but you’ll 
cover far more ground with less stress, while working, dozing, or reading.

Navigating these questions now, Brown says, will ensure cities can capital-
ize on these innovations. It will also help prevent robots from becoming 
our virtual overlords. “We’re trying to avoid technological determinism,” 
he says. “There’s the basic question of what will driverless cars do. But we 
want to ask what kind of world do we want, and how do we leverage this 
technology to get there?” There’s something to be said for staying in the 
driver’s seat.


