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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

BY TARA HORNER   EXPERT INSIGHTS   JULY 1, 2012
DO OUTDOOR OFFICE SPACES INSPIRE GREATER PRODUCTIVITY?

Each day, companies announce new technologies that increase mobility. Yet each work 
day, I continue to drive to the offi  ce and sit inside a building with windows that do not 
open, with my laptop connected to a docking station while gorgeous spring, summer, and 
fall days pass by under-appreciated outside the window. Thankfully, I am not alone in 
wondering if an indoor/outdoor workspace is possible.

Design researcher Jonathan Olivares was awarded a grant to investigate outdoor offi  ce 
spaces. His fi rm applied its expertise in industrial design to research the possibilities 
of outdoor workspaces on a more institutionalized basis. Their fi ndings, which 
consider both workplace and classroom needs, are currently on exhibition at 
The Art Institute of Chicago.

Outdoor Offi  ces of the Future

The Outdoor Offi  ce exhibit off ers several prototypes that include lighting, protection from 
the elements, and productivity. They include suggestions for furniture designed to meet 
the needs of an outdoor offi  ce. Materials like UV-resistant shade cloth, recycled rubber 
fl ooring, and wood-plastic composites were used to build the design models. They 
account for permanent or temporary for business meetings, class meetings, or 
individuals. The possibilities of such a system in widespread use gives one hope for the 
future of technology as it relates to the common offi  ce worker.

Imagine setting up a portable offi  ce in Central Park or Golden Gate Park. How motivated 
would you be to go to work every morning? 

Editor’s Note: � e following is a continuation of last month’s theme of outdoor workspaces. � is article is based on the ‘� e Outdoor O�  ce’” by John 
Olivares which is no longer being exhibited at � e Art Institute of Chicago. 

CONTINUE ON PAGE 3
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*ATTENTION*
Illinois Firms and Registered 

Landscape Architects

Great Opportunities to Earn CEUs and 
Recruit New Graduates!

*The Wisconsin ASLA Chapter is hosting their annual spring 
conference Feb. 24-25 in Madison... “an exciting mixture of 

educational content with the theme of  Form AND Function.”
Pre-registration is required. To learn more visit: 

http://wiasla.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php?id=8&ts=1450979207

*The University of Illinois Department of Landscape 
Architecture is hosting their annual career fair and 

professional workshop at Morton Arborteum March 11. 
Pre-registration is required. To learn more visit: 

https://appserv7.admin.uillinois.edu/FormBuilderSurvey/Survey/UIUC_
FAA/FAA_Career_Services/Landscape_Architecture_Workshop/Index

 
To learn more visit: 

https://appserv7.admin.uillinois.edu/FormBuilderSurvey/Survey/UIUC_FAA/FAA_
Career_Services/Landscape_Architecture_Career_Fair/

CONTINUING EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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http://workdesign.com/2012/07/do-outdoor-offi  ce-spaces-inspire-greater-productivity/

“The Outdoor Offi  ce” by John Olivares. A UV resistant shade cloth is used to block wind and sun 
rays while a man works on his laptop. -Image by Alicia Eler from Hypoallergic.

“The Outdoor Offi  ce” by John Olivares. An outdoor classroom takes full advantage of an iconic city 
skyline. A clock is the only element obstructing the view. -Image by Alicia Eler from Hypoallergic.

“The Outdoor Offi  ce” by John Olivares. A long meeting table under a canopy structure protecting them 
from the elements while enjoying the fresh air. -Image by Alicia Eler from Hypoallergic.

OUTDOOR OFFICE SPACES continued...
Thanks to industrial design research that focuses on productivity 
like the research done by Olivares, this idyllic scenario may be 
here before we retire from the work place!

Concerns for Outdoor Offi  ces

Working outside also brings up a number of reasonable 
concerns for employers...

 *Will workers in outside offi  ces be able
     to stay focused on their tasks?

 *Can they control workers who are outside with more 
     liberty to move about?

 *What about the potential for equipment failures 
    due to moving devices around?

These and other questions are only going to be answered when 
companies actually make the move and measure the diff erence. 
While employers’ concerns are very legitimate, let’s consider the 
upside to allowing employees to work outdoors. For one, out-
door offi  ce spaces could be located on company property so that 
employees can still be monitored, rather than a telecommuting 
option.

Working outdoors could also be regulated. For instance, certain 
weather conditions certainly are not conducive to working 
outdoors, even with much of the technology that Olivares 
suggests. At other times, a pending project may be better suited 
to indoor conditions; if a lot of paperwork and fi les are involved, 
a windy day or even simply carrying the loads of fi les outdoors 
may not be worth the eff ort.

Employers may also fi nd that employees are actually much 
more focused and productive with tasks. The outdoor air and 
a connection with nature could restore mental attentiveness. 
Some people may brainstorm better when taking a walk 
barefoot in the grass rather than in circles in their offi  ce. Being 
in nature clears the mind or provides peace for many people, 
which means that they may be much more able to tackle the 
diffi  cult and mundane tasks outdoors.

At the very least, the idea of an outdoor offi  ce space is very 
inspirational. To be able to open up the windows or move to a 
covered, outdoor area to work for simple tasks is very exciting.

This gives me hope that maybe in the near future I will get the 
chance to kick off  my shoes, plop down under a nearby oak tree, 
and fi nish that report that I keep putting off .
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The CULTURAL LANDSCAPE FOUNDATION (TCLF)

is now seeking applicants for the

Sally Boasberg Founder’s Fellowship position for Summer 2016

The fellowship honors the late Sarah S. (Sally) Boasberg, a founding TCLF 
Board Member, devotee of horticulture and great landscape design, and 

unrelenting advocate for education. The position, which is paid and includes 
housing, is available for 8-12 weeks between June and September, with a fi nal 

schedule determined in consultation with the successful candidate.

visit: http://tclf.org/about/boasberg-fellowship-application to learn more.

ILASLA WINTER LARE SESSION
Saturday, February 27, 2015

IIT Campus, IIT Tower – Corner of 35th and State 

LARE Candidates in the Chicagoland metro area and in the Great Lakes region are invited to participate in a two track prep 
session at the IIT Campus hosted by Illinois ASLA Chapter and sponsored by Bartlett Tree Experts. Section 1 & 2 Saturday is 
a half day discussion format. Section 3 and 4 are half day for each section. Attend Section 1, 2 & 4 or Section 3 & 4 tracks for 
combination of separate sessions all day. The session format enables candidates to assess strength and weakness, to preview 
problem styles, experience drilling, discover success factors as well as hear an over view of exam content to enhance overall 

exam performance. The Section 3 & 4 session features slides, videos, discussion, individual questions, 1 PPI book per session 
along with supplemental handouts plus customized post session follow-up emails.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2016

Section 1 & 2 
10:30AM - Noon; $10 optional LAASX2 or LABPP2 book (add $55 each)   

Section 3
8:00 AM – Noon ;  $140 /  includes LACR book

Hosted Lunch  (either session or both) ; Noon – 1:00PM 
Section 4

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM ;   $140 / includes LADPP2 book  

1. Credit of $40 per session for attendees with the PPI book current edition listed above.  Email education@il-asla.org for 
book coupon.  To see which book you have, please go to http://ppi2pass.com/shop/lare 

2. Checks at the door, or paypal online.  
3. Register in Advance online at http://il-asla.org/.  

4. Saturday lunch is complementary. 
5. 1 Free PPI book to first person to sign-up in session 3&4. (Limit to 1 free book per candidate). 

Send email to: Kenon Boehm - education@il-asla.org for more info.  Book coupons for current PPI book owners are available 
through email request.

MEET OUR VISTA SPONSORS


