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The Coronado bench in sustainable bamboo.

Simplicity Reinvented

SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Celebration+/Expo & Reception 2016   By: Chase Morgan
RECENT CHAPTER HIGHLIGHT April 29, 2016

SOLD OUT

On April 29th, 2016 ILASLA hosted 
its annual celebration+ event: A day of 
recognizing and celebrating exceptional 
work completed by individuals or organi-
zations located in the State of Illinois. The 
event kicked off  early that morning with a 
fi eld session. Approximately 50 attendees 
were bussed around to some of the year’s 
award winning projects and received a 
personalized tour from the landscape 
architects behind them. After the fi eld 
session, architect Amy Coff man Phillips and 
ecologist Scott Kuykendall led an invigorating 
education session with their lecture on 
Biomimicry Immersion. 

After the day events, attendees rendezvoused at Venue One in Chicago’s West Loop 
for the premier event. Drinks and appetizers were provided and during this time 
people who were unable to make the day’s events trickled in. After some mingling and 
networking everyone was called into the ballroom for the awards ceremony emceed by PBS 
host Geoff rey Baer. Mr. Baer proved to be a wonderful host for the evening by keeping 
the audience engaged during the long list of awards with his own personal knowledge of 
projects and witty sense of humor. 

CONTINUE ON PAGE 2
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Celebration+ continued...
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The Coronado bench in sustainable bamboo.

Simplicity Reinvented
The night concluded with an extraordinary dinner, 
beverages, and socializing. The event ran smoothly 
from start to fi nish and everyone seemed to have had a 
fabulous time. A fi nal count of 223 attendees was recorded 
for the awards/dinner event making it our most successful 
celebration+ ever! A huge thank you is in order for 
celebration+ Co-Chairs Sarah Dreier and Ellen Schmidt, 
Awards Committee Chair Cassandra Rice, Education 
Chair Kenon Boehm, External Communications Chair Rob 
Reuland, and President-Elect Alan Watkins for all their 
hard work and for making this successful event possible! 
Also, special praise to ILASLA Executive Director Susan 
Ragaishis who works tirelessly behind the scenes to make 
it all possible. 

Although it will be hard to top, I’m already looking forward 
to next year’s celebration+! 

ILASLA representatives at the Capitol in D.C for ASLA Advocacy Day! Pictured Left-Right: IIT 
Student Jamie Sun, President-Elect Alan Watkins, IIT Student Stephen Ulman, and Trustee Brad 
McCauley. Not Pictured: President Darrell Garrison and Advocacy Chair Keven Graham, FASLA

Advocacy Day May 12, 2016RECENT CHAPTER HIGHLIGHT
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Jonathan Mingle    MIT School of Architecture and Planning   April 27, 2016
A New Lens on Suburbia: Center for Advanced Urbanism Conference Explores the Suburbs’ Sustainable Future.

On the global stage, cities may be where the spotlight 
often falls — but the suburbs are where the action is.
That somewhat counterintuitive reality was the subject of 
a two-day conference entitled “The Future of Suburbia,” 
hosted recently by the Center for Advanced Urbanism (CAU) 
of MIT’s School of Architecture and Planning. The event 
brought together scholars and practitioners from a range of 
institutions and disciplines to share perspectives on trends 
in suburban city forms, while considering how design-
ers and planners could help make them more productive, 
equitable, and ecologically sound in the decades to come.

“The questions we put out there,” says Alan Berger, 
professor of landscape architecture and urban design, and 
co-director of CAU, “were: How can the suburban environ-
ment operate holistically? And how can we manage suburban 
and urban development together, so that there’s a holistic 
exchange of environmental resources?” The urban planning 
and design professions, Berger says, often operate on the assumption that most future growth will happen in cities, even though 
almost 70 percent of people in the U.S.  live in suburban areas — and the suburbs are growing. Moreover, the United Nations predicts 
that by 2050, only 1 in 8 people worldwide will live in a megacity; the rest will live in the urban periphery or beyond. “Suburban types 
of expansion are the overwhelming majority of global development that’s going to happen for the next 30 to 80 years,” Berger says.

Joel Kotkin, professor in urban studies at Chapman University and an authority on demographic and social trends, observed at the 
conference, “This is the reality we live in, and we have to deal with it. Most people want a detached home.” Indeed, over 82 percent 
of owned homes in the U.S. are detached. Jed Kolko, an independent consultant and former chief economist at Trulia, the online 
real estate company, presented some surprises within the most recent U.S. census data. Contrary to popular belief, population is 
growing much faster in lower-density suburban areas than in cities. And the suburbs are more diverse than many of us realize.
Minorities, young adults with children, aging Baby Boomers — these demographic groups are increasing their numbers in the 
suburbs. Based on such trends, Kolko predicts a “continuing decline in the share of those living in cities.” These shifts present 
opportunities that designers and planners are well positioned to identify and pursue.  Berger maintained that, “designed 
intelligently, suburbia can be a highly productive test bed for clean energy, clean water, food, carbon storage, social diversity, and 
certainly aff ordable housing.”

Joan Nassauer, professor of landscape architecture at the University of Michigan, shared her research on “greening sprawl” 
that has important implications for providing carbon sinks as a tool for fi ghting climate change. With colleagues from an 
array of disciplines, Nassauer conducted studies in suburban areas of southeast Michigan. Soil scientists took core samples from 
manicured lawns, and social science researchers conducted interviews to learn how homeowners’ aesthetic preferences are shaped 
by their neighbors’ landscape practices. Their eff orts yielded an encouraging fi nding: By area, homeowner lots in suburban 
residential developments store as much carbon as do managed northern forests. And homeowners prefer more carbon-sequestering 
native planting and mature trees — if that’s what their neighbors have. These fi ndings can inform tactics to “nudge” suburban 
development toward providing more ecosystem services.

Another panel addressed one of the primary obstacles to realizing this vision of a sustainable suburbia: transportation. “The
innovation of the automobile, or personal transport, is the single most important factor in creating the suburbs and 
shaping their form,” said Eran Ben-Joseph, professor and head of the MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning.“Did 
the car destroy the environment, or maybe the way we designed for it did?” he asked, noting that roughly one-third of all 
development is devoted to car-related infrastructure, from wider streets to parking lots to driveways. “Autonomous vehicles 
will change the design of suburbs in the future,” Berger added, “potentially allowing for the removal of up to 50 percent of their 
current paved surface. This would have tremendous positive environmental impacts on the watershed for cities downstream.”

Conceptual View of future Suburban fabric. Photo by: Matthew Spremulli

CONTINUE ON PAGE 4
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Timothy Ambroziak

Susan Kegan

Kathleen Ferraro

Michael Hoff man

Ishmael Joya

Sonja Mitrovic

Doug Fair

Bryan Zundel

Melissa Bell

Tiff any Evans

Jessica Lawson

Carolyn Pipal

Stephanie Robinson

Scott Stewart

*new members who have joined this year as of 
May 1st, 2016*

NEW MEMBERS

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

   ASLA Committee Service 

The annual call for ASLA committee service is open! Help shape the Society’s 
programs and services by volunteering to serve on an ASLA committee. 

No matter your interest or availability, there’s a committee for you. ASLA 
committees vary on focus and time commitment; meetings are hosted via 
conference call. Professional commitment and the desire to contribute through 
ASLA committee service are all that is required. Please fill out the online 
committee appointment form to serve. Deadline is midnight, June 17, 2016.  
Committee terms vary from one to three years so if you are currently serving 
on a committee, check with the staff liaison to determine if it’s time to renew.

Over the next several weeks, President-Elect Vaughn Rinner, FASLA, will be 
considering appointments for committee service during her term as ASLA 
President (October 25, 2016–October 24, 2017). Committee appointments 
will be made by late July. Expect to receive service notification in August.

To view a complete list of the positions and their responsibilities: 
https://www.asla.org/land/LandArticle.aspx?id=48669

To learn more and to sign up visit: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2017CVS

   ILASLA Legacy Project

The Legacy Project Committee is still seeking volunteers! To see plans and 
photos from the Curie Courtyard project and to volunteer visit: 
https://chicagolegacyproject.squarespace.com/ 

Upcoming Event: Summer MixerA New Lens on Suburbia continued... 
Knut Sauer, vice president at Hyperloop Technologies, reported on his 
company’s eff orts to radically transform personal mobility. The hyperloop — a 
venture launched in 2013 by Elon Musk, founder of SpaceX and Tesla — would move 
people and goods in a depressurized environment in a system of tubes, at speeds 
up to 700 mph. Musk’s original concept involved a theoretical route between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, but the hyperloop off ers the potential to connect not just 
urban cores but any point on the landscape, dramatically reducing the time it takes 
to get from place to place. “It’s a vision of full-blown decentralization,” Berger says.

“Infi nite Suburbia,” co-edited by Berger, will be published in 2017, with the aim 
of “setting the foundation for a future collective theory for global suburbia.” The 
1,200-page book is the result of an intensive two-year collaborative eff ort among 
52 authors, more than two dozen graduate student researchers, several dozen 
visiting experts, and 10 partner academic institutions, spanning a dozen 
academic fi elds. The conference helped mark the culmination of this two-
year process, but also the beginning of a new four-year period of collaboration, 
both within various labs and departments at MIT and beyond, with institutions
including Mexico’s housing agency, to reimagine the global suburban condition. When: Thursday, June 16, 2016

Where: Unilock Aurora, IL
visit:http://www.ilaslanow.org/ilasla-
chapter-events/

Save the date for the ILASLA 2016 

Summer Mixer! One of the most antici-

pated events of the year. This year will 

feature a night full of blues, brews, and 

bbq. Registration is now open!

http://news.mit.edu/2016/future-of-suburbia-conference-0427
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
Summit  on Landscape Architecture and the Future

Calling all change-makers who are passionate about 
sustainability, challenging the status quo, pursuing big 
ideas, and playing their unique role! The Landscape 
Architecture Foundation (LAF) is convening a diverse 
group of preeminent thinkers and influencers from around 
the world to set the course for landscape architecture 
to make its vital contribution in the 21st century.

The Summit on Landscape Architecture and the 
Future will critically reflect on what landscape 
architecture has achieved over the last 50 years and 
present bold ideas for what it should achieve in the 
future. Over the course of two days, 70 established 
and emerging leaders will present their “Declarations” 
and engage in lively debate about realizing landscape 
architecture’s potential and effecting real world change.

The Summit marks 50 years since Ian McHarg and 
other leading landscape architects composed LAF’s 
seminal Declaration of Concern, which decried the 
burgeoning environmental crisis and heralded landscape 
architecture as critical to help solve it. Building on this 
legacy, this one-time historic gathering will culminate in 
a redrafting of the original 1966 Declaration of Concern 
and a landmark publication of the ideas presented.

When: June 10-11, 2016
Where: Philadelphia, PA

To learn more visit: 
https://lafoundation.org
/news-events/2016
-summit/

MEET OUR VISTA SPONSORS

Transport Chicago 2016 Annual Conference

Thousands of academics and professionals have attended 
Transport Chicago since 1986. Our success is rooted in digging 
deep on local transportation issues while highlighting national 
and international trends.  We bring the right people to discuss 
the state-of-the-industry and what we can do to meet the needs of 
the future.  Join us and explore the growing interest in Chicago’s 
transportation industry.  
Each year, Transport Chicago:
      Fosters relationships between the academic, public, and  
      private sectors 
      Establishes academic and non-academic research agendas
      Encourages members of the transportation community to  
      present work on cutting-edge issues 
      Fosters dissemination of local transportation planning   
      practices, policy, and programs
When: June 10th 
Where: UIC Forum Chicago 
To learn more visit: http://www.transportchicago.org

Illinois Mechanics Liens in Plain English

Querrey & Harrow, Ltd. is pleased to inform you of an upcoming 
live webinar where shareholders Bruce Schoumacher and Anthony 
Madormo will be speaking on Mechanics Liens. 
Learning Objectives:
      You will be able to describe what you need to file a   
      mechanics lien.
      You will be able to identify what property you can 
      mechanics lien.
      You will be able to recognize when you should file a   
      mechanics lien.
      You will be able to explain the benefits of a mechanics lien.
As our guests, you are eligible for 50% off  the registration fee!
Call: 866-352-9539
Discount code: S4186382
Priority code: 15999
When: June 28, 1:00-2:30pm 
To learn more visit: http://www.lorman.com/399051?discount_
code=S4186382&p=15999


