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ILASLA hosted its annual Holiday Spritzer on 
December 09, 2016. Members and Nonmembers 
alike gathered to celebrate the end of another 
successful year in the industry. The event 
was held at Chicago Roof Deck + Garden. The 
location was the perfect setting for the evening 
offering several rooms of bar service creating an 
intimate and lively atmosphere.

Drinks and appetizers were provided as 
attendees enjoyed mingling and networking 
with other professionals. During this time the 
few lucky raffle winners were announced. A 
short segment of the event included current 
chapter president Alan Watkins delivering a 
welcoming speech and recognizing outgoing 
chapter leaders who have greatly contributed to 
the success of the chapter.

It was an evening full of fun, networking, 
and celebration. A huge thank you for our 
platinum sponsors that made the Holiday 
Spritzer possible: Unilock, Longshadow, Anova, 
Landscape Forms, and Liberty Limestone 
Midwest, LLC. Also a massive kudos to 
Fellowship Committee Jenna Whalen, Todd 
Degner, Dennis Tiliks, Dean MacMorris, and 
ILASLA Executive Director Susan Ragaishis for 
planning the event that went off without a hitch!
Cheers to a new year and more success!
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

ILASLA Holiday Spritzer
RECENT CHAPTER HIGHLIGHT December 9th, 2016

NEW VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

TO REGISTER FOR 
UPCOMING ILASLA  
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HOME PAGE AT: 
il-asla.org

February 15

February 16

February 25

@IIT Campus - IIT Tower
Chicago, IL 

Great Rivers Chicago Event

@Illini Center 
200 South Wacker Drive,
19th Floor
Chicago, IL 60606

Managing to Lead: Advanced Skills 
for Proven Managers - Professional 
Development Workshop

Ideas to Action: Turning Your 
Stretch of the River into a 
Neighborhood Destination

Winter LARE Session 2017

Congratulations to our newly chosen volunteer chairs! 
Awards Chair - Eric Braun, ASLA (Chalet) 
Fellowship Chair - David Traphagen, Affiliate ASLA (Anova)
Internal Communications Chair - Lara Remitz, Associate ASLA (Wight & Company)
Membership Chair - Adam White, ASLA (Jacobs/Ryan and Associates)
Public Awareness Chair - Faezeh Ashtiani, Associate ASLA (Design Workshop Inc.)
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ILASLA Landscape Architect Reception in Bloomington 
RECENT CHAPTER HIGHLIGHT January 15th, 2017

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR

The External Communications Committee oversees the publication 
of printed materials that are distributed to a targeted segment of 
the population outside the Chapter membership, such as legislators, 
allied professionals, park and recreation agencies and other 
professional associations. The External Communications Committee 
has three subcommittees comprised of the Awards Subcommittee, the 
Publications Subcommittee, and the Public Relations Subcommittee. 
All Subcommittees are chaired by a Coordinator. The External 
Communications Committee Chair is a voting member of the Chapter 
Executive Committee and is appointed by the President of the Chapter. 
No limits, may be repeatedly re-appointed by the President

For more information or if you are interested, contact president
@il-asla.org

The ILASLA hosted a special reception on Sunday, Jan. 15 in conjunction with the 
Illinois Green Industries Associations’ InVigorateU 2017 at Medici Restaurant in 
Bloomington Normal.We had a great turnout and made a lot of new friends! 

Thank you to our sponsors: Rainbird; Sod Solutions; Cunningham Recreation, 
Maglin Site Furniture and Lotus International! Thank you to the IGIA for providing 
the education sessions.

Eric Braun
IL ASLA 

Awards Chair

MEET A MEMBER

Since completing his BLA in 2006 Eric 
has enjoyed being involved extensively 
in the design/build industry in Chicago 
and the northshore. Growing up with 
a passion for the outdoors, concern 
for the environment and a need for 
creative outlets, a career in landscape 
architecture was a natural fit. As an RLA 
at Chalet he has gathered experience with 
projects on a variety of scope and scales 
from high-end residential to mixed-
use development and rooftop gardens. 
Being able to see a project develop from 
initial design through completion is very 
rewarding to him as well as the close 
relationship between site, designer and 
client.
 
Over the course of the last 3 years Eric 
has volunteered with ILASLA and is 
currently the incoming Awards Chair. 
In that role he looks to showcase the 
talent, creativity and passion within 
our profession. He has also volunteered 
with other committees/organizations 
including Celebration+, Fellowship, 
the ASLA Welcome Booth committee 
for the Annual Meeting recently hosted 
in Chicago and educates youth about 
the profession as a counselor for the 
Landscape Architecture merit badge for 
the Boy Scouts of America. Eric looks 
forward to all that 2017 has in store and 
to a great future for landscape architects.

Thank you to the following Chairmen who are stepping down – 
thank you for your amazing service to ILASLA!

Cassandra Rice, ASLA - Awards Chair
Jenna Pfau, ASLA - Fellowship Chair
Chase Morgan, Associate ASLA - Internal Communications Chair
Jeffrey Trost, Associate ASLA - Membership Chair 
Matthew Houser, Associate ASLA - Public Awareness Chair
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Adam Stone   Digital Communities  January 24, 2017
HOW IMMERSIVE VIRTUAL REALITY CAN BE A BOON TO CITY PLANNERS

The American Society of Landscape Architects calls virtual reality (VR) a “powerful tool for landscape architects, architects, 
planners and developers — really anyone involved in designing our built and natural environments.”

The immersive nature of VR, which allows viewers to encounter a simulated 3-D landscape from multiple points of view, 
can be a boon to city planners. They can use it to redraw streets and neighborhoods, offering real and imagined views of 
existing and proposed developments.

A recent release from geospatial data and services provider Esri could help to bring VR into play in the civic space. The 
company recently introduced ArcGIS 360 VR, a virtual reality application for its CityEngine 3-D modeling software.

Some 3,600 organizations already use CityEngine, most of them local governments. The new offering will allow them 
to generate VR visualizations of CityEngine data, which in turn can be downloaded to smartphones and viewed using a 
Samsung Gear VR headset.

“We wanted to make the virtual reality experience consumable on a lightweight, mobile device,” said Eric Wittner, CityEngine 
product manager. “One of the challenges 
with VR adoption is the heavy hardware 
requirement. These things are still somewhat of 
a boutique item, with a high cost, so we wanted 
a virtual reality environment that works off the 
devices people already have.”

Users will see a series of spherical photos 
grafted together and bookmarked. Tapping 
through scenes, they will be able to shift their 
point of view as they move through the virtual 
space. In addition, a series of toggle options will 
add a range of virtual data overlays to the main 
visual.

“It may toggle between an-all glass façade 
versus a mixed material, or there may be views 
of different ways in which the building sweeps 
back away from the street to prevent urban 
canyon effect,” Wittner said. “You could get 
three or four different designs from multiple 
architectural firms, and this gives you a way to 
switch between those easily.”

Esri is not alone in pursuing the possible 
implementation of VR as a tool in urban 
planning. Various efforts on the commercial 
side and in academia suggest this may be a 
growing area of interest for city technologists.

Real estate technology Vroom shows how VR 
could be used to deliver aerial views for urban 
planning purposes. Likewise, VR developer 
EON Reality describes how builders of the 
Katara Cultural Village in Doha, Qatar, used 
VR to visualize future developments.

25 WA

Saving tomorrow’s water 
by starting today.  
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resources you need to start saving more water.
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Academia also is weighing in. Researchers from the University of Illinois at Chicago Urban Data Visualization Lab have 
published a guide to help steer urban planners through the implementation of virtual reality solutions. UCLA planners 
meanwhile have used VR to explore campus design ideas. “It gives us extra breadth as a design and visualization tool,” 
said one campus architect.

USE CASES
Esri envisions a range of possible uses for a GIS-driven VR offering. In the most obvious scenario, planners could create 
VR mockups to help people understand the potential look and feel of a proposed development effort.

VR might be boon to public safety as well, for example by overlaying hazardous-material data onto floor plans. “Now if I 
have a fire on the third floor I can look and say: Yes, I see hazard material here, here and here,” Wittner said.

City managers also could create VR experi-
ences with property value and tax data laid 
over street views. “It could almost be a virtual 
Zillow, where you could drop yourself into a 
360-degree view of any block and get a visual 
indicator of the value of every property along 
that street,” he said.

VR could support infrastructure efforts. “If you 
have good subsurface information for your 
utilities, you can make the ground transpar-
ent in VR and start publishing 360-VRs that 
show you not just your buildings but where the 
water and electric and gas line are and where 
they interface with the surface,” Wittner said. 
“It’s a way of being anywhere without having 
to be there.”

Some cities already are experimenting with VR as a form of civic outreach. Los Angeles for instance offers LA River, a 
virtual reality smartphone app that lets users explore the river’s history and its ecosystem, while also gaining a view of the 
potential impact of revitalization efforts.

Esri doesn’t have any U.S. users of its newly launched product, but the company said officials in Zurich, Switzerland, have 
already used it to demonstrate planning schemes in public meetings.

For 3-D VR technology to succeed in the civic space, Wittner cautioned, city planners will need to think not just about the 
kinds of views they want to see, but also about the information that will generate those virtual scenes.

“It all comes down to the quality of your data in driving the creation of these scenes. Some cities have really well developed 
data sets and 3-D models, and that is what you need to really make this work,” he said. “It is only going to look as good as 
the data that you have.”

Adam Stone Contributing Writer

www.govtech.com
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Adam Stone   Digital Communities  January 24, 2017
HOW IMMERSIVE VIRTUAL REALITY CAN BE A BOON TO CITY PLANNERS - CONTINUED



Managing to Lead: Advanced Skills for Proven Managers - 
Professional Development Workshop by JB Solutions.
February 15, 2017
8:30 am to 1:00 pm

@Illini Center, 200 South Wacker Dr, Chicago, IL 60606

“Hey, you are unbelievable at getting stuff done! What a machine! Now 
how about you stop doing things yourself and get a bunch of other people 
to do it instead?” Sound familiar? That’s the extent of the training most 
mid-level managers receive. Stars get promoted, and off they go!

Join us for our Professional Development Class for Mid-Level Managers.  
This practical workshop helps mid-level managers leverage current 
strengths and add new tools to develop high-functioning teams. The class 
is limited to 30 participants. Class will be led by Buddy Bush.

Participants leave this session with the ability to: 
• Uphold high standards and push a team to greatness through advanced 

goal-setting
• Deliver effective feedback and understand when to offer direction vs. 

support
• Understand and adjust to different communication styles to manage 

team dynamics
• Delegate effectively and schedule routine check points without 

micromanaging
• Recognize stellar performance with responsibility, autonomy, 

flexibility, and visibility

Sponsored by
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Winter LARE Review Session
February 25, 2017
8:00 am to 5:00 pm

@IIT Campus - IIT Tower

LARE Candidates in the Chicagoland metro area and in 
the Great Lakes region are invited to participate in a two 
track prep session at the IIT Campus hosted by Illinois 
ASLA Chapter and sponsored by Bartlett Tree Experts. 
Section 1 & 2 Saturday is a half day discussion format. 
Section 3 and 4 are half day for each section. Attend 
Section 1, 2 & 4 or Section 3 & 4 tracks for combination 
of separate sessions all day. The session format enables 
candidates to assess strength and weakness, to preview 
problem styles, experience drilling, discover success 
factors as well as hear an over view of exam content to 
enhance overall exam performance. The Section 3 & 4 
session features slides, videos, discussion, individual 
questions, 1 PPI book per session along with supplemental 
handouts plus customized post session follow-up emails.

Section 1 & 2 
10:30AM - Noon; $10 optional LAASX2 or LABPP2 book 
(add $55 each)   

Section 3
8:00 AM – Noon ;  $140 /  includes LACR book

Hosted Lunch  (either session or both) ; Noon – 1:00PM 

Section 4
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM ;   $140 / includes LADPP2 book  

1. Credit of $40 per session for attendees with the PPI 
book current edition listed above.  Email education@
il-asla.org for book coupon.  To see which book you have, 
please go to http://ppi2pass.com/shop/lare 

2. Checks at the door, or paypal online.  

3. Register in Advance online at http://il-asla.org/.  

4. Saturday lunch is complementary. 

5. 1 Free PPI book to first person to sign-up in session 
3&4. (Limit to 1 free book per candidate). 

Send email to: Kenon Boehm - education@il-asla.org for 
more info.  Book coupons for current PPI book owners are 
available through email request.

Thank you to our sponsor:


