
Friday, October 28, 2011 
Low-Key Genius: The Life & Work of Chicago Landscape Gardener O.C. Simonds 
5:30–7:00pm 
With author Barbara Geiger, and in conjunction with  
  
  
 
 
 
Join us at the Cliff Dwellers Club to hear landscape historian Barbara Geiger discuss Low-

Key Genius: The Life and Work of Landscape-Gardener O.C. Simonds, her biography of a 
significant Chicagoan and early member of the Cliff Dwellers. Meticulously researched by 
Geiger, Low-Key Genius is the first full-length biography of Ossian Cole Simonds (1855-
1931), a leading Midwestern landscape-gardener in the early decades of the twentieth-
century. The book presents a thorough study of Simonds's career, from his apprenticeship 
with William LeBaron Jenney at Graceland Cemetery through his last commissions for the 
Morton Arboretum, the Alexander Graham Bell gravesite in Nova Scotia, and Gilbert 
Grosvenor's estate Wild Acres. 
 

 
 
Often referred to as a “Prairie style” designer, Simonds pioneered the use of native 
species while continuing the naturalistic design tradition of Capability Brown, Humphry 
Repton, and Frederick Law Olmsted. His concern for preserving our natural water and 
forest resources was prescient in an age of unregulated mineral extraction. With 
commissions from some of the era's most influential families, including the Pullmans and 
Lowdens, Armours, Deerings, and Pattens, Simonds worked with these tastemakers to 
create landscapes of subtle, refined beauty, appropriate to their locale. 

We will gather for a reception with cash bar at 5:30 pm, followed by the program from 6-7 
pm; optional dinner follows. Non-Cliff Dweller members: reception, lecture, dinner: $30. 
Reception and lecture only: $10. RSVP before Oct. 21 to info@swedenborglib.org.  

  

LOCATION: The Cliff Dwellers Club, 200 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago. 
WHEN: Friday, October 28, 2011, 5:30 pm - 7 pm. An optional dinner follows at 7 pm. RSVP 
for the program and/or dinner at info@swedenborglib.org 
 
Barbara Geiger teaches in the College of Architecture at the Illinois Institute of 
Technology, the Regenstein School at the Chicago Botanic Garden, and other locations in 
the Chicago area. A landscape historian and educator, her philosophy is that each 
individual needs to know about the landscape we inhabit if we are to create true 
sustainability. For more information, see Barbara Geiger. 

 

About The Cliff Dwellers Club: In 1907, Chicago author Hamlin Garland and friends 



founded the Attic Club, which two years later was re-named The Cliff Dwellers. Now, as 
then, it is a private club and functions as a non-profit organization for men and women 
either professionally engaged in, or who support, the fine arts and the performing arts. For 
more information, visit cliff-chicago.org 
 
Sponsored by the Swedenborg Library of  Chicago, swedenborglib.org 


