
 

ILCA Member  
Advocacy Packet 

For use with Senate Bill 9 which adds a 6.25% 
tax on landscape and snow services.  
 
This packet contains:  
• Information on how to contact your state 

representative/senator 
• PAC contribution form 
• Sample letter to send to elected officials 
• Sample letter to the editor 
• Sample client communication (2 versions 

for email blasts) 
• Current “leave-behind” (SAY NO to a…) 



3rd Amendment to Senate Bill 9 (SB9) 
 
What does SB9 do?  
SB9 adds a 6.25% service tax to the following landscape services: installation, maintenance, lawn care, tree 
care, and snow removal.  
 
How is the tax applied? 
A tax of 6.25% must be paid on all gross revenue generated from the taxable landscape services per month. 
The tax must then be remitted to the state on a monthly basis.   
 
Where is the text for SB9 located?  
The complete bill text is located here: To read the 3rd 
amendment: http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/100/SB/PDF/10000SB0009sam003.pdf 
The relevant sections begin on page 197 and landscaping is mentioned on page 214.  
 
What can I do TODAY to fight this egregious tax as a landscape professional? 

1. Please contact your State Senator AND State Representative in the House. We need to be prepared if 
this leaves the Senate. 

2. PLEASE reach out to your clients (commercial, residential, and snow). Ultimately, they will be 
absorbing this tax. Have them contact their state representative, as well. That will go a long, long way.   

3. A revised leave behind is included in this packet. This can be emailed to your state reps. 

How do I contact my State Senator and State Rep? 
You and all your employees should contact your state representatives. Contact them in both your home and 
work district. If you do not know your state senator or state representative, look him/her up here by zip code 
and address: https://www.illinoispolicy.org/maps/ 

What do I say or do?  

Email:  
I am a landscape professional and a constituent. Our industry is the only 
construction trade being singled out for a 6.25% service tax as part of 
Senate Bill 9. We estimate that over 30% of our industry operates without 
paying workers' comp insurance and business insurance. If these companies 
are not paying payroll taxes, they will not pay a service tax. Further, 
profit margins of 8% are common in our industry. Our businesses, our 
employees and our families cannot afford to give an additional 6.25%. Please 
don't put my business at a greater competitive disadvantage by singling out 
and taxing landscape services.  

Phone call: 
I am a landscape professional and a constituent. Our industry is the only construction trade being 
singled out for a 6.25% service tax as part of Senate Bill 9. We estimate that over 30% of our industry 
operates without paying workers' comp insurance and business insurance. If these companies are not 
paying payroll taxes, they will not pay a service tax. Further, profit margins of 8% are common in our 
industry. Our businesses, our employees and our families cannot afford to give an additional 6.25%. 
Please don't put my business at a greater competitive disadvantage by singling out and taxing 
landscape services.  

 

http://ilca.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c98018104141fa974750f1b3&id=b646cade05&e=b2a3aec7d3
https://www.illinoispolicy.org/maps/


The ILCA  
Political Action Committee 
Support ILCA’s legislative and regulatory 

advocacy 
 
 

 
 
 

 

CONTRIBUTION INFORMATION 
 Contributions are voluntary 
 Contributors must be a US Citizen or Permanent Resident Alien 
 Personal or corporate checks are accepted. Please make out to: ILCA PAC 
 The following limits apply: 

o $11,100 from an individual / $22,500 from a corporation 
 Contributions may not be anonymous 
 Contributions are not tax deductible 
 Political Action Committee funds will be distributed in a bipartisan manner to 

legislative campaigns of those candidates who have demonstrated interest in 
the concerns of the landscape industry, as identified by association leadership 
and its lobbyists.  

 ILCA has a strong presence in Springfield through our experienced lobbyists. 
It is further strengthened through member support of the PAC and personal 
involvement and communication with legislators. 

 All contributions, at all levels, are greatly appreciated.  
 

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Company Name_____________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________ 
 
City _______________________   State ______ Zip ___________ 
 
Phone ________________________   Email Address ______________________ 
 
PAYMENT 
Amount: $______________________(recommend minimum of $500) 
 

 Check # ______  Credit Card   Mastercard or   VISA  AmEx 
 
Credit Card Number _______________________Exp _______CVV:_____ 
 
Signature _________________________________Date______________ 

Mail/Fax/Scan with payment to  
ILCA 

2625 Butterfield Road, Suite 104S 
Oak Brook, IL, 60523 

Phone: (630) 472-2851 Fax: (630) 472-3150 Email: sgrams@ilca.net 
www.ilca.net 

 
 

http://www.ilca.net/


ILCA’s Mission…To enhance the professionalism and capabilities of members by providing leadership, 
education, representation, and services while promoting environmental awareness and the value of the 
landscape industry. 
 

DATE 
The Honorable NAME 
 
Dear NAME:  
 
Currently, there is an amendment to Senate Bill 9 that would cause great harm to my business, 
employees, and their families. This bill singles out the landscape industry and attempts to place an 
additional tax on all of our landscape services including snow.  
 
There could not have been a worse industry targeted for this bill if revenue generation is the top 
priority. Landscaping, like no other profession, faces a black market for its services. Hundreds of 
cash-based businesses work in landscape and tree care and these companies will only increase their 
competitive advantage over legitimate businesses like mine faced with this tax. No other service 
being considered for this tax faces such a fierce and unregulated black market.  
 
In addition, this is a tax on small business, the environment, public safety, and real people.  
 
The Other States Do it Too Myth 
A common argument is that this will merely bring Illinois up to speed with service taxes in other 
states. That is NOT true. Iowa does not apply a service tax to landscape construction and snow. 
Wisconsin does not tax hardscaping and snow. Indiana, Missouri, and Kentucky don’t tax 
landscaping at all. Illinois would tax the greatest amount of landscape services and add massive 
fees to large commercial and residential projects that other states exempt.  
 
Crushes Small Business 
A 6.25% price blip may not be felt on small retail sales, but will be felt on a $10,000 landscape 
project. This is not a simple-pass thru as clients will cut back on the landscape amenities which 
drive the business. Instead, more money will go to pay a tax that the customer will never enjoy in 
the finished product.  
 
Hurts the Environment 
This is a tax on the environment. No other construction trade benefits the natural world like 
landscaping. Landscaping is not about making a lawn look like a golf course. It is about storm 
water management, erosion control, soil health, invasive species mitigation, and pest and animal 
control. These are issues homeowners and local government deal with every day and have nothing 
to do with vanity.  
 
Poses a Threat to Public Safety 
During a snow event, hundreds of private snow contractors brave dangerous conditions, in the 
middle of the night, to make sure parking lots, sidewalks, and driveways are plowed. These private 
companies plow hospitals, schools, and office buildings. A tax on these services is a tax on public 
safety.  
 
Impacts Real People and Families 
Senior citizens, young families, the physically disabled, single-parent households, and those in less 
than ideal physical condition depend on landscape contractors to maintain their homes. The vast 
majority of landscaping is consumed by middle class families, not the wealthy. 
 
For these reasons, please oppose any excise tax on landscape services. 
 
Regards,  
 
 
TITLE 
COMPANY NAME 

2625 Butterfield Road Suite 104S 
Oak Brook IL  60523-1257 
630-472-2851 – fax 630-472-3150 
www.ilca.net / information@ilca.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                   

President 
Michael Schmechtig  
Schmechtig Landscape Co. 
(847) 566-1233 
 
Vice President  
Lisa Fiore  
Don Fiore Company, Inc. 
(847) 234-0020 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Tom Lupfer 
Lupfer Landscaping 
(708) 352-2765 
 
Immediate Past President 
Rusty Maulding, CLT 
Nature’s View 
(815) 515-0244 
 
Directors 
Mark Breier  
National Seed 
(630) 963-8787 
 
Lisa Fiore 
Fiore Nursery and Landscape Supply 
(847) 913-1414 
 
Jose Garcia 
Natural Creations Landscaping  
(815) 724-0991 
 
Allan Jeziorski 
Hartman Landscape  
(708) 403-8433 

 
Dean MacMorris 
Night Light, Inc. 
(630) 627-1111 
 
Kevin Manning 
K&D Enterprise Landscape  
Management, Inc. 
(815) 725-0758 
 
Maureen Scheitz 
Acres Group 
(847) 526-4554 
 
Donna Vignocchi Zych 
ILT Vignocchi, Inc. 
(847) 487-5200 
 
Executive Director 
Scott Grams 
 



Sample Letter to the Editor 
Most newspapers want short letters to the editor. Therefore, we provided a short version 

with some additional paragraphs you may select from.  
 
Openings 

1. I'm writing in response to WRITER'S NAME article entitled ARTICLE TITLE. The article 
covered a controversial...  
 

2. I'm writing to discuss a controversial... 
 
Body 
...amendment to Senate Bill 9 that would cause great harm to my landscape business, 
employees, their families, and the taxpayers of Illinois. This bill singles out the landscape 
industry and attempts to place an additional 6.25% sales tax on all of our landscape services 
including snow removal. The last thing Illinois needs is higher taxes on services that improve our 
environment, increase the value of our properties, manage stormwater, and remove snow.  
 
The tax hike on landscaping has a direct and dire impact on small business, the environment, 
public safety, and real people. Landscape contractors are being asked to pass the tax onto our 
customers in the form of sales tax. Frankly, we as a professional industry want to do better than 
be forced to saddle our customers and their families with higher fees.  
 
I read these taxes are being considered to bring us up to speed with surrounding states. That is 
simply not accurate. Iowa does not tax landscape installation or snow. Wisconsin does not tax 
hardscaping or snow. Indiana, Kentucky, and Missouri do not tax landscaping at all. Illinois 
would have the widest reaching landscape and snow service tax in the Midwest.  
 
Lastly, this bill has an impact on real people and families. Senior citizens, young families, the 
physically disabled, single-parent households, and those in less than ideal physical condition 
depend on landscape contractors to maintain their homes. The vast majority of landscaping is 
consumed by middle class, working families, not the wealthy. 
 
For these reasons, I, as a professional landscape contractor, oppose any landscaping and snow 
removal taxes on Illinois citizens. 
 
Additional Points You May Include:  

• A 6.25% price blip may not seem like much but it's huge whether a $1,000 maintenance 
account, $20,000 patio, or $1,000,000 corporate campus. This is not a simple-pass thru 
as clients will cut back on the landscape amenities which drive the business. Instead, 
more money will go to pay a tax that the customer will never enjoy in the finished 
product.  

 



• This is a tax on the environment. No other construction trade benefits the natural world 
like landscaping. Landscaping is not about making a lawn look like a golf course. It is 
about storm water management, erosion control, soil health, invasive species 
mitigation, and pest and animal control. These are issues homeowners and local 
governments deal with every day and have nothing to do with vanity.  

 
• This tax is also a threat to public safety. During a snow event, hundreds of private snow 

contractors brave dangerous conditions, in the middle of the night, to make sure 
parking lots, sidewalks, and driveways are plowed. These private companies plow 
hospitals, schools, and office buildings. A tax on these services is a tax on public safety, 
your public safety.   

 



Client E-Blast Sample #1 
This version comes directly from the landscape company to the client 

 

The State of Illinois Wants to Tax your Landscape and Snow Services! 
COMPANY NAME must inform our clients about a detrimental tax being proposed by the Illinois 
General Assembly on all landscaping and snow services. If Senate Bill 9 were to pass as 
amended, we will be forced to add a service tax on ALL landscape services of 6.25%. The last 
thing we want to do is be forced by the General Assembly to raise your prices. IT'S NOT TOO 
LATE FOR YOU TO HELP US TAKE ACTION! – Please help us defeat this bill.  

  
As an industry, we are standing up for our customers and working diligently to get this bill 
defeated in Springfield. In addition, our elected officials need to hear from the people who will 
be forced to pay this tax: YOU, the customer! Help us let our elected officials understand that 
Illinois families and businesses deserve better than more taxes.  
  
What can you do?  

1. Contact your State Senator and State Representative. You can look them up 
here: https://www.illinoispolicy.org/maps/ 

2. Call or email both your State Senator and State Rep and tell them to VOTE NO on a 
6.25% tax on landscaping and snow removal. You can tell them you oppose Senate Bill 9 
in totality or that you oppose the landscape tax.  

We appreciate your help in ensuring that we are not saddled with more unnecessary fees and 
taxes. Thank you in advance for joining us to defeat this new and egregious tax.  
  

https://www.illinoispolicy.org/maps/


Client E-Blast Sample #2 
This version passes along the message from the ILCA if the member prefers an indirect approach 

 
 

The State of Illinois Wants to Tax your Landscape and Snow Services! 
The Illinois Landscape Contactors Association, our professional trade association, wanted us to 
pass along this critical information to our landscape and snow clients.  
 

Currently, the Illinois General Assembly is considering a detrimental tax on all 
landscaping and snow services. If Senate Bill 9 were to pass as amended, 
landscape companies will be forced to add a service tax on ALL landscape 
services of 6.25%. The last thing we want landscape clients to do is to be 
forced by the General Assembly to pay more for landscape and snow services. 
IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO TAKE ACTION! – Please help us defeat this bill! 

  
As landscape professionals, we must stand up for our customers. We are working 
diligently to get this bill defeated in Springfield. Our elected officials need to hear 
from those who will be forced to pay this tax: landscape and snow removal 
customers! Help our elected officials understand that Illinois families and 
businesses deserve better than more taxes.  
  
What can clients do?  

1. Have clients contact their State Senator and State Representative. A great lookup 
tool is located here: https://www.illinoispolicy.org/maps/ 

2. Have clients call or email both their State Senator and State Rep and tell them to 
VOTE NO on a 6.25% tax on landscaping and snow removal. Clients can tell 
them to oppose Senate Bill 9 in totality or that they oppose the landscape tax.  
 
We appreciate your help in ensuring that landscape and snow removal clients are 
not saddled with more unnecessary fees and taxes. Thank you in advance for 
joining us to defeat this new and egregious tax. 

https://www.illinoispolicy.org/maps/


Questions: Contact the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association (ILCA) : 630-472-2851 / information@ilca.net / ilca.net 
ILCA represents over 800 hard-working and professional landscape members who service thousands of Illinois citizens.   

 

 

SAY NO 
to a 6.25% service 
tax on 
landscaping, tree 
care, lawn care 
and snow removal 

 
 

   

       A GROWING CONCERN 
  

 

 
Singled-Out 
Landscape services are the only construction trade 
singled out for a 6.25% tax hike. The tax hurts 
small companies, union and non-union, with 
employees who risk their personal safety to build 
landscape projects for residential and commercial 
clients. 
 

 
 

Bottom Line Hit 
A 6.25% tax is not a simple-pass thru as clients will 
cut back on the landscape amenities which drive 
the business. Most landscape companies have less 
than 5 full time staff members and cannot absorb 
this new administrative burden. Lastly, most 
landscape companies operate at 8% profit 
margins. This would decimate any profits these 
small businesses depend on.  

 

 
Necessity, Not Vanity 
Landscape services are not about making a lawn 
look like a golf course. It is about storm water 
management, erosion control, soil health, invasive 
species mitigation, and pest and animal control. 
These are issues homeowners and local 
government deal with every day and would be 
made taxable. 

 

 

Real Impact on  
Real People 
Senior citizens, young families, the physically 
disabled, single-parent households, and those in 
less than ideal physical condition depend on 
landscape service contractors to maintain their 
homes. The vast majority of landscape services are 
consumed by middle class families, not the 
wealthy. 

 

 

Black Market 
Landscape services, like no other profession, face a 
black market for their services. Thousands of 
illegally-operating, cash-based businesses work in 
landscape and tree care. These companies will only 
increase their competitive advantage over 
legitimate businesses faced with this tax. No other 
service being considered for this tax faces such a 
fierce and unregulated black market.  

 
Tax on Public Safety and 
the Environment 
By taxing snow removal, the state is taxing public 
safety. By taxing landscape services, the state is 
taxing the environment. No other construction 
trade gets people to work on a snowy day and 
benefits the natural world like landscaping.  

 
 

The amendment to Senate Bill 
9 (SB9) is: 

Bad for labor 
Bad for business 
Bad for Illinois 
 
 

mailto:information@ilca.net


 
 

 

Senate Bill 9 is opposed by the following groups representing thousands of Illinois businesses and 
taxpayers: 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA)  

 
Illinois Recreational Property Owner Association 
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