
 WE represent a bipartisan group of Illinois nursery & landscape 
businesses concerned about immigration policy. 

 

 
June 12, 2014 

 
Dear Illinois House Republican Delegation: 
 
The undersigned Illinois agriculture businesses, small businesses, and organizational leaders 
urge you to take action on immigration reform legislation this year. It is now time to urge 
Speaker Boehner and House Republican leadership to bring a passable immigration reform 
strategy to the House and Senate floors. It is time to fix this problem for our families, our 
communities, our businesses, and our country.  
 
The current House bills focusing on immigration have either no impact or a detrimental 
impact on small business and agriculture. These are bills focused on building a voting base, 
not jobs. The current bills strengthen borders but not the local economy. Though skeptical, 
we accepted the House's decision to splinter immigration reform into smaller, digestible 
pieces. Yet, the pending agricultural reform bill falls short on both policy and political 
grounds. No pending legislation addresses non-agricultural sectors with jobs that do not 
require advanced education. No legislation has been brought to the House floor for a vote.  
No workable guest worker solution has been proposed to aid seasonal businesses. This is 
deeply disappointing considering the strong support our groups have brought to House 
Republicans over the years.  
 
Over the past several years we have been told repeatedly that "now is not the time" for 
reform. Most recently, 2013 was going to be the year. When that failed to materialize we 
were told that there would be legislation on the floor after the primary filing deadlines passed 
this year. Now, we're being told to wait until next year or even until there is a new President. 
Every month, every year a solution is deferred, our livelihoods, our families, and our 
coworkers are threatened. Jobs and economic opportunity become second to politics and 
saber-rattling.  
 
Business leaders met with Congressman Roskam on June 4, 2014 at his district office. We 
were pleased to hear his rhetoric changing from "why" to "how." He said repeatedly that 
there are Democrats and Republicans who are looking to compromise. He even mentioned 
Luis Gutierrez as a possible ally in ensuring true reform can pass. He expressed that attitudes 
have improved, with most Republicans now properly seeing immigration reform as an 
economic issue.  We need the increasingly positive message of Congressman Roskam to be 
put into practice with a reform strategy that helps business.  
 
Illinois has the 5th largest Hispanic population in the country yet our interests are drowned 
out by the fiery and inflammatory rhetoric of the border states. It is time to assert Illinois' 
position as a leading voice on immigration reform and let Speaker Boehner know that the 
time for reform is now.  
 
Failure of House Republicans over the years to act in a serious manner on immigration 
reform is shaking our confidence and threatens to alienate both core constituencies and 
valued new constituencies. Agriculture and small business have long been seen as bedrock  
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underlying the GOP's rural strength. That bedrock will continue to fracture through 
frustration and unnecessary delays that are difficult to attribute elsewhere after a bi-partisan 
bill cleared the Senate.  
 
The release, in January, of the Republican Leadership Immigration Standards was a positive 
step and gave us hope that effective reform was possible. However, these principles and steps 
will just be words on a page if our businesses continue to wither and struggle in the absence 
of reform. Effective legislation that can pass is needed and your role in pressuring Speaker 
Boehner and House leadership to pass agriculture and small-business focused reform is vital. 
 
It was Republicans who started the immigration reform discussion in 2012. It is now time to 
finish what you started. Our industries depend on you.   
 
Regards,  
SIGN ON  
 


