
 
 
Life Legacy 
 
 

Vincent J. Bellafiore of Champaign passed away at 8:15 A.M. on Friday, May 2, 2014, 
at Piatt County Nursing Home after a long struggle with Parkinson’s disease.  
 
A celebration of his life will be held at a later date.  
 
Vincent was born March 3, 1943, in Brooklyn, NY, to Charles and Frances Bellafiore. 
His wife, Alma Glenn Womack Bellafiore, whom he married on Dec. 17, 1966, in 
Atlanta, GA, survives him. Surviving also are one son, Charles Bellafiore of Brooklyn, 
NY, one daughter, Lisa Brumfield of Jupiter, FL, and two granddaughters, Morgan 
Smith and Libby Brumfield, who were the light of his life. He is also survived by his 
sisters, Joanne (Spencer) Shaw of Mamaroneck, NY, Francine (Bob) Hohenberger of 
Bohemia, NY, and many nieces and nephews. A daughter and his parents preceded 
him in death.  
 
Vincent Bellafiore dedicated his life to teaching design from international and cross-
cultural perspectives. He received his Bachelor’s of Landscape Architecture and 
Master’s of Landscape Architecture from the University of Georgia. He began his 
professional career working as a landscape architect on all major projects for Sasaki, 
Dawson, and Demay in Watertown, MA. Following that, he became a professor, 
teaching in the School of Environmental Design at the University of Georgia. 
Professor Bellafiore then became Chair of the Landscape Architecture Program at 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University before coming to the University 
of Illinois at Champaign Urbana. While teaching at Blacksburg, Bellafiore served as 
President of the Council of Educators of Landscape Architecture (CELA).  
 
Bellafiore became the head of the Landscape Architecture Department at the 
University of Illinois from 1985 to 2000. He pushed for the establishment of a joint 
doctoral program in landscape architecture and architecture. Professor Bellafiore 
also thought it essential to incorporate international, social, and environmental 
influences into the scope of the academic environment. He launched the first India 
design studio at the Buddhist site of Sarnath in collaboration with the U.S. National 
Park Service. In 1999, he began a major research initiative in the Taj Mahal National 
Park, India. This project led to the creation of the Taj Mahal Cultural Heritage 
District Development Plan: Agra India, which received an American Society of 
Landscape Architects merit award in analysis and planning.  
 



Professor Bellafiore became a Fellow of the America Society of Landscape Architects 
(ASLA) in 1989. He was Vice President of Education and Professional Development 
for ASLA from 1989 to 1991. He was awarded the ASLA President's Medal in 1993 
for unselfish and devoted service to the ASLA at the national level. His contributions 
to and leadership of the society throughout his distinguished career included his 
advocacy of recruiting women and underrepresented minorities into the profession 
of Landscape Architecture and his educational leadership at the University of 
Illinois. Professor Bellafiore became President of ASLA from 1995 to 1996. In 1998, 
he was awarded the Distinguished Alumni Medal from the University of Georgia 
School of Environmental Design. Having stepped down from the position of 
department head, he served as Professor of Landscape Architecture at the 
University of Illinois from 2000 to 2007. Bellafiore's interest in different 
perspectives eventually led him to the challenges of designing for the visually 
impaired. He taught studios in which students created gardens that emphasized 
cardinal directions, scent, sound, and touch. Vincent Bellafiore became a Professor 
Emeritus of the University of Illinois in 2007. He was honored as a Fellow of the 
Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture in 2012.  
 
Vincent Bellafiore will be missed by his family and by his many friends and 
associates.  
 
In lieu of flowers donations can be sent to:  
Vincent Bellafiore Endowed Fellowship  
It can be give on-line at our web page, www.landarch.edu or send checks to:  
University of Illinois Foundation  
P.O. Box 3429, Champaign, IL 61826-3429 with Bellafiore Fellowship noted on the 
check. 
 
 


